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BiOOfl ^l^^l^hampions turn out for Murray the Brave 

alert on 
thepill 

Women warned about 7 
brands of contraceptive r 


Cftris Mlhld 

Medical Correspondent 




other brands unless they are Professor Michael Rawlins. 

tL ^ rLrtx . intolerant to these. chairman of the committee. 

esporwient The seven brands are not said yesterday; "The chance 

being Hannon by fee commi t- of a woman on thepill experi- 
NE and a half tee. on the groundsthat they encing a thrombosis is small. 

are fee only brands some There Is no need for anyone 
women can take. If the extra to suddenly stop taking fee 
risks are explained to women. pilL Whatever pill is being 


millio n women are fee only brands some 
were told yes- women can take. If the extra 
terday that risks are explained to women, 
their brand of they should have the right to 
contraceptive continue to take fee brands, 
pill could double fee risk of a fee committee has concluded, 
hlood clot, provoking the big- The three companies which 


taken, the current cycle 
should be finished. Suddenly 
stopping fee pill could lead to 
pregnancy, and fee likelihood 


gest scare over fee safety of produce fee pills — Sobering of a thrombosis occu r r in g in 


ora) contraceptives. 


Health. Wyeth and Organon j pregnaocy is much higher.' 


The alert involves seven of — yesterday said fee studies Prof Rawlins added that 
the most popular brands, were at variance wife their women should see their 


which are taken by half of all use. . 
women who use oral contra- Wyeth Laboratory 
captives In Britain, GPs and manufactures twc 
family planning clinics are named pills r said: 
preparing to be inundated by results are inconsisl 
women demanding. to switch more than 10 yean 
to other brands. stantlal c finical trial 

The suspect brands are: spontaneous side-effect 
Femodene, Femodene ED. reports from around the 
Minulet. Triadene, Tri-Minu- world." 
let. Marvelon and Mercflon. The action has he 


use.. docter to discuss whether a 

Wyeth Laboratories, which change of pill was necessary, 
manufactur es two of the "Women who cannot visit the 
named pills r said: ‘'These surgery, or family planning 
results are inconsistent wife clinic, before the end of their 
more than 10 years of sub- present cycle should start the 
stantlal clinical trial data and next pack.” 



Dr Anne Szarewski. senior 
clinical medical officer at fee 
Margaret Pyke Centre in Lon- 


let. Marvelon and Mercflon. The action has been taken don, a family planning clinic, : 
Research appears to indicate because of three new studies said fee action was irrespcn- 
that fee risk of deep vein which indicated that the sible and premature, 
thrombosis with the com- brands could double fee risk “The effect of this is going 
bined pill, which combines of thrombosis compared with 


progestogen and oestrogen, is other types of pill. The brands 
six times fee average and contain either of two types of 
double that faced by woman the hormone progestogen — 
who use other types of pilL gestodene and desogestrel — 

Women using these brands and oestrogen. Only these 
— which were introduced be- types of progestogen have 


of thrombosis compared with to he absolute chaos. All these • 
other types of pill. The brands women who have been told, 
contain either of two types of this is fee best pill to take are j 
the hormone progestogen — suddenly being thrown com - 1 
gestodene and desogestrel — pletely and told they are more ' 
and oestrog e n. Only these dangerous ... women will, 


cause they were seen as safer been marked as risky — all 
than other types — are being other forms, including pro- 
advised to see their doctors gestogen-only pills, have been 


types of progestogen have stop taking the pill in 
been marked as risky — all droves." 


advised to see their doctors gestogen-only pi 
but to finish their current found to be safe, 
packet, rather than stop tak- It is estimated 
ing them immediately, as fee of these causing 
risk of thrombosis in an un- in fee leg, whii 
planned pregnancy outweighs fatally to fee lur 
the danger from the 30 per 100,000 
contraceptive. pared wife 15 


According to the commit-: 

tee's data there have been 16 i Frank Warren, promoter of James Murray’s last fight among the mourners at yesterday’s funeral service for the boxer 


found to be safe. deaths among women taking j 

It is estimated that fee risk desogestrel pills in the past 14 . _ _ w . 
of these causing a hlood clot years, and 12 deaths in nine . aauy 
in the leg, which may move years among women taking! _____ 
fatally to fee lungs — Is about gestodene pills. I I 'HE tow 

30 per 100,000 users, com- More than 40 families of' I Strath 

I do* 


expected to be here mourning | promoter of Murray’s last I where hundreds ’more were 


the death of James." 


the danger from the 30 per 100,000 users, com- More than 40 f a m ilies or 
contraceptive. pared with 15 per 100,000 women who have died while! 

The Committee on Safety of users of other types of pilL taking the pills are suing! 
Medicines has written to all The risk of thrombosis during Sobe r ing, claiming warnings | 
GPs and pharmacists ad vis- preg nan cy is 60 per 100,000: about the dangers were noi: 
ing them of fee latest find- The risk for a healthy woman prominent enough. 

togs. They are being told feat not taking the pill is five per : 

women should be switched to 100,000. Details, page 2 f 


He was, Mr Duffln said, a mourners. 


fight, who was also among fee waiting. 


PHOTOGRAPH: MURDO MacLEOD 

strains of Scotland fee Brave 
sang out over fee gravestones 


■HE town of Newmains. young man committed to his 
Strathclyde, all but sport which he had taken up 


I closed down yesterday in 
memory of James Murray, 
fee 25-year-old boxer whose 
weekend fight for the British 


. Others who turned up to 
pay their final respects in- 


At the front of fee cortege as the boxer’s coffin was low- 
was a lone Scottish piper. The ered into fee grave. 


as a teenager, to keep him off eluded former champions 
the streets as much as any- Barry McGuigan, Gary Ja- 


thing else. 

Last Friday Murray col- 


bantamweight title ended in lapsed in the ring after a gru- 


women should be switched to 


Details, page 2 


his death. 

More than 1.000 mourners, on Sunday. cherty, the man of whom 

including some of fee best- He died, Mr Duffto said, Murray’s father said: “He is 
known names In British box- doing what he loved. “We welcome in my house any 
ing, gathered for the short fu- hold on to feat — the pride time." Docherty, accompa- 
neral service at Coltness that James took in what he tiled by his manager Tommy 
Memorial Church. Those for had achieved. Boxing was a Gilmour, slipped quietly into 


cobs, Paul Weir and Pat 
Clinton. 

Among them too was his 


elling fight. He died at 8.50am final opponent Drew Do- 


cherty, the man of whom 
Murrey’s father said: “He is 


Treasury tied Howard’s 
hand in prison row 


Memorial Church. Those for had achieved. Boxing was a 
whom there was no room 11s- sport feat he loved and got so 
tened outside, fee psalm The much from.” 


Lord’s My Shepherd gnsting 
out through hastily assem- 


td achieved. Boxing was a Gilmour, slipped quietly into 
ort feat he loved and got so the church through a rear en- 
uch from.” trance in an attempt to avoid 

On his coffin was the Scot- the cameras. 
dsh championship belt he After the short service. 


bled loudspeakers. Others prized. Tributes from the local Murray’s parents, Kenny and 


lined the streets. 


paper shop and family friends Margaret, brothers Roddy, 


Alan Travis 
and Michael White 

T HE Home Secretary had 
only Derek Lewis's head 
to offer MPs on Monday 
for the Parkhurst break-out 
because the Treasury had 
blocked any announcement of 
new money for extra prison 
security, leaked cabinet cor- 
respondence demonstrates. — - 
Last night the shadow 
home secretary. Jack Straw, 
said the Home Secretary’s In- 
ability to deliver fee cash to 
implement the Learxnont 
recommendations forced him 
"to offer MPs Mr Lewis’s 
bead instead”. 

Mr Howard’s room for ma- 
noeuvre was limited by a let- 
ter from the Treasury last Pri- 




■ “Today Is a very difficult nestled alongside those from aged 22, David, aged 26. and 
was 280 to 281, a governmen t day for all of us," the Rever- the world of boxing — Frank his 20-year-old sister Janie, 


majority of 49. end Giraham Puffin began. 

Daring hitter exchange s “Difficult because none of us 

; icjuLn-MKWja Jjf . Stra ^- “J — 

K0TNM;£v»sncKSTo «t . Tony Blai r — backed by -a — . — L -* — -M 

_ w — noisily partisan backbench 

^ ) ,| - squad — again insisted thsit fiuanfliflll fiOU 

« « {ry_ he had not acted Improperly.' UUdrUWn WUU 

J Erl Ministers rejected Labour’ s cofimev hililoi 

jfflj calls to release senior civil 
X £ yfj l JT k, **^£0 servants from their confideri- 

^ European Court 
'T&i—intbi^ has struck a blow for 
t!Fg9 open government. 

to the statement announcing John CflWel. who 
that Mr Marriott was to leave * W,1H V 1 

brought the case as 

Deret Lewis, the director gen- S^ftHSFiS individual backed 


[l CAlLa-MtOWBLABSOU/TEiy 

I tfnw*; even sticks to rr. 


Bruno, Terry Lawless, Mickey led mourners to the nearby 
Duff and Frank Warren, the Cambusnethan Cemetery 


gj 


Guardian court victory piercing EU wall of 
secrecy hailed as breakthrough for citizens 


has struck a blow for 


European Union institution that the "EU is a legal system 
— was guilty of operating a based on the widest possible 


systematic ban on the disclo- 
sure of documents which 


public access of fee citizens.** 
There was no doubt that an 


Ft 

bos-i 


might reveal the position effort to open up legislative 
taken by member states in de- meetings of the Council of 
bates. The council's decision Ministers would now become 
to withhold minutes from the a key point in the 1996 inter- 1 


Guardian was annulled. 

This newspaper now in- 
tends to write to the council 


governmental conference to 
review fee Maastricht treaty. 
“We are on the verge of a 


ter from the Treasury last Pri- eral of prisons, whose dis- pending Mr Marriott, rafe^r hv this neWSDclDCf 
dav which bluntly told him be missal on Monday prompted than transferring him at a J ““T* 1 


could not promise new money the most vicious debate for later date as Mr Lewis had ronnrts On ftS fUlinG 
for prison security. many months in fee Com- preferred. ^ ® 

According to the correspon- mons last night Mr Howard successful ly 

deuce passed to the Guardian. It ended with Mr Howard sidestepped fee question pmt JL RENEWED attack 
Mr Howard was warned that escaping from Labour's repeatedly to him by IVjIr #%secret law-making by i 
if he promised to implement charges of improper interfer- Straw. When Mr Straw pro- Council of Ministers w 
the measures Learmont race in the running of the duoed the vital Home Office launched yesterday after t 


According to the correspon- 
dence passed to the Guardian. 
Mr Howard was warned that 
if he promised to implement 
the measures Learmont 
recommended as essential for 

fee Prison Service it would 
have to come out of bis exist- 
ing Home Office budgets. 

The revelation may help ex- 
plain why Mr Howard de- 


li iuiviuueu asking how it will respond. A major breakthrough," he said. 

thiQ nm/UQnnnpr letter is also being sent by Pauline Green, Socialist 

u i to i icwofjafra , Klaus Hagnw h. president of Leader in the European Par- 

■vir+c An rtc n ilinn the European Parliament, Lament, said MEPs would dc- 

j\ji to i/i i ii© J ujii ly whtfth formally intervened on mand a council statement. 7t 

the Guardian's side alongside cannot be right that when fee 
RENEWED attack on lawyers representing Den- council is acting as a law- 


Blinking Hell 

First the eyelids itch and swell up. Eventually they 
become so disfigured that the eyelashes turn inwards. 
Now every blink scratches the eyeball, ^onisifigty- 
slowly, agonisingly painfully, the victim goes blind. 

This is trachoma. Six million people in the 
developing world are needlessly blind because of it. 
Millions of children in Africa and Asia are infected 
right now. Just £ 1 .20 from you will help us treat 
someone in the early stages of trachoma with 
Tetracycline ointment. £5 will help the more 
advanced cases with an operation to turn back their 
ingrowing lashes - and save their sight. 

Wouldn’t you give a hundred or even a thousand 
times that if it were your eyes at stake? 

Sight Savers International, Haywards Heath, RHI 6 3ZA 


cidcd to make an example off January's breakout Voting 


Prison Service — though not minutes of fee key meeting, 
without damaging revelations Mr Howard did the sam e, 
about fee pressure placed on Turn to page 2, column: 7 

Mr Lewis to remove John 

Marriott from the governor- Pontic*, pages s- t Leader 
ship of Parkhurst after last oommai^'inge 8; Read aB 

about % page 0 


sidestepped fee question pi ut M RENEWED attack on lawyers representing uen- 
repeatedly to him by lV|Ir Amsecret law-making by the mark and fee Netherlands. 
Straw. When Mr Straw pro- Council of Ministers was A council spokesman said 
duoed the vital Home Mice launched yesterday after fee these questions would have to 
minutes of fee key meetto g, European Court in Luxem- be considered by EU a m bassa- 
Mr Howard did the sam'e. bourg upheld the Guardian’s dors, but fee contested papers 
Turn to page 2, column 7 claim that it was unlawfully are now expected to be 

denied fee minutes of minis- hand ed over. 

• ters’ private debates. Niels Helveg Petersen. Den- 

comment,'page 8; Read aS ' The judges decided the mark’s foreign min iste r, said: 
about (Loom 9 council — fee most powerful It sends fee important signal 


mark and the Netherlands. making body, its decisions nm n nf50 

A council spokesman said are taken in secret,” she said. | ">*** um U£2S uo ° 

these questions would have to Lawyers last night could not _ P^mate>wchH^ps?^»S(^SJwhiEmaooiai,orif)iouwijhiDpayly 

be considered by EU ambassa- recall a case when fee council | AccBn.V^Amw or CAFchirity card, emw your c^rajn^^ihcbcjxa below 

dors, but fee contested papers had been defeated by an indi- ■ i i r ; j 

are now expected to be vidual on ci ti zens' rights. II — L. . — — 1 1 I — — — i — — ! L_ 


Background, page 6; Leader 
comment, page 8j Read afl 
about it, paged 
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Sketch 


Straw clutches 
at drowning man 



Simon Hoggart 


I HE house and the press 

I gallery were packed, 

I waiting to answer the 
one question which obsessed 
us all: how Is it that Mr Brian 
Mawhinney, the Minister 
Without Portfolio, possesses a 
large portfolio clearly marked 
••Minister Without Portfolio"? 

There was no answer. Nor 
was there any elucidation of 
the day's ostensible topic, 
which was whether the Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard, 
should resign. 

It was a pitiful debate. Jack 
Straw was awftiL It was not 
entirely bis fault. He was sub- 
jected to boorish barracking 
which would have disgraced 
an Oxford drinking (dub. 

But what did he expect? A 
respectful silence as he tried 
to force a resignation which 
could bring down the 
Government? 

Mr Straw looked miserable. 
.The row swelled, waned, then 
roared back. His great big 
glasses goggled unhappily at 
the House. One longed fora 
kindly squeegee merchant to 

wipe them down. 

The only time he looked 
remotely cheerful was when 
the Home Secretary rose to 
contradict him; this gave 
something to bite upon, it was 
a rare example of a Straw 
clutching at a drowning man. 

When a speech is going 
badly, there is a certain rule 
that It can only get worse. Iain 
Duncan-Smith (Conservative 
MP for Chingford) wanted to 
know If Mr Straw called 

Derek Lewis "arrogant and in- 
competent". 

The shadow home secretary 
seemed to have no reply, per- 
haps because Mr Lewis has 
moved overnight hum being a 
symbol of all that is rotten in a 
crypto-privatised service to 
being a saintly figure, ranking 
in the Labour pantheon be- 
tween Keir Hardy and Nye 
Bevan. 

Mr Howard rose to ask 
whether it was true that he. 
Jack Straw, had claimed that 


the governor ofParkhurst had 
been sacked against Mr Lew- 
is's advice, as alleged by the 
G uardian 

Mr Straw said he was not 
responsible for misprints in 
the Guardian. This whiskery 
line, as ancient and pointless 

as jokes about British Rail 
sandwiches, drew happy 
groans from the Tory 
benches. 

Solemnly, be said: "I have 
spoken, to Mr Lewis at some 
length, and he has confirmed 
the accuracy of his 
statement." 

Tories hooted. Of coarse! As 
far as they are concerned no- 
body is more discredited than 
Mr Lewis, except for Mr Alan 
Howarth, who rose soon after- 
wards. in order to denounce 
women being led around In 
chains 


It was not quite clear what 
thia had to do with the subject, 
though it may be what his new 
leader Mr Blair has in mind 
for Mistresses Beckett, Lestor 
and Taylor, the females who 
offended this week by scoring 


so well in the shadow cabinet 
elections, against all the de- 
mands and predictions of Mr 
Blair’s teenage office staff. 

Mr Straw staggered on. Now 
and again the Tories would 
hoot, and raise their right 
arms in a limp salute, like gay 
Nazis. 

The deputy speaker, 
Michael Morris, tried ineffec- 
tually to intervene. “The hon- 
ourable gentleman deserves to 
be heard," he pleaded, plain- 
tively, like a supply teacher 
trying to control a tough East 
End school. 

Mr Straw certainly had a 
right to be heard, but sadly be 
did not, yesterday, deserve it 
You could see how badly it was 
going by Mr Blair himself, 
who looked as glum as I have 
ever seen him. Whole minutes 
went by when he forgot to 
show os his teeth. 

Mr Howard by contrast was 
poised, confMent and intoler- 
ably smug: The ludicrous na- 
ture of the debate became 
dear when both sides began 
quoting the same civil service 
minutes at each other, each 
claimin g to find there incon- 
trovertible evidence of die 


other's moral turpitude, while 
we only beard the guarded, 
timid language of foe Civil 
Service. 

If I were ever charged with 
murder I would want Mr How- 
ard to defend me . . . but only if 
I was guilty. 


First night 


Losing, boozing 
and feeling sad 


Lyn Gardner 


Pale Horse 

Royal Court Upstairs 

D EATH Is merely a 

fact of life in Joe Pen- 
hall’s second play, 
the eagerly awaited follow- 
up to the much acclaimed 
Some Voices. Death isn’t so 
much a tragedy as one of 
those grim little things that 
happens to you — some- 
thing yon have to learn to 
live with. But Charlie 
Strong, failed club owner 
and failed husband, isn't 
learning to live with death 
at all. 

“Life kills”. says the em- 
babner casually as he pre- 
pares to drain the blood out 
of Charlie’s dead wife. Char- 
lie’s wife walked in front of 
a bus, whether by accident 
or design he'll never know. 

Not long after. In one of 
the play’s quirkier turns of 
plot. Charlie is down on his 
hands and knees on Balham 
Common burying the 
corpse of fellow club owner 
Peter, a pig of a man, 
snuffed out by barmaid 
Lucy. Whether by accident 
or design, Charlie will 
never know. 

Charlie tells his doctor he 
wants to murder bos 
drivers. But he's got a bad 
case of life rage, not road 
rage. The doctor breezily 
suggests an Away day: the 

local vicar ad vises that 

Charlie put his feith in 
prayer. Neither medical 
science nor God has the 
answer. 

But by now, as Charlie’s 
life spirals increasingly out 
of control, his particular 
patch of South London is be- 
ginning to resemble Dante’s 
Inferno. Nobody — least of 


all Charlie — is bad. or par- 
ticularly mad. they’re all 
just losers and boozers, ter- 
minally sad. If Gate had 
dealt them a different hand, 
thing s might have been very 
different 

There are two wonderful 
scenes in the play which 
capture the authentic 
twang of Charlie’s despair 
and bewilderment at the 
way his life has turned out. 
In the first, the sagging 
bellied, middle-aged Char- 
lie talks haltingly to his 
parents on the phone and 
you catch a glimpse of 
promise lost, foe little boy 
who 30 years on is still 
being advised by his mother 
to eat “three meals a day". 

Infoe second, a group of 
desperate after-hours 
drinkers slump in Charlie’s 
almost deserted bar singing 
along to The Wonder Of 
You. 

Bat for all its flashes of 
brilliance, foe early arrival 
of the play’s second corpse 
signals a decline in plotting 

and thematic line that 
threatens to push the drama 
as much out of control as 
Charlie’s life. The Introduc- 
tion of talk of the Four 
Horsemen of the Apoca- 
lypse, good and evil, lost 
sheep and the anti-Christ 
(alive and well and residing 
in Tooting, according to •- 
Lucy), make foe play feel as 
tbough.it has been over-in- 
flated. 

Ian Hickson's fluid pro- 
duction. strikingly lit by Jo- 
anna Town, has sustained 
control and real power, and 
Ray Winstone’s Charlie is 
so devastatingly vulnerable 
that one longs to take him 
home. 


This review appeared in later 
editions yesterday 


Doctors and producers dispute risks 


of pill but users must weigh the odds 


Chris IHhm 

Medical Correspondent 


A bout 3 million 
women In Britain 
rely on the contra- 
ceptive pill to protect 
them from pregnancy and. 
despite past scares over 
thrombosis and breast can- 
cer, most have accepted or 
been persuaded that the bene- 
fits outweigh the risks. 

Now, 1.5 million will be put 
through new anxiety over 
whether they have placed 
their htwift tn danger. 

The Committee on Safety of 
Medicines stressed yesterday 
that the risk of thrombosis 
was stm low — half of what 
women would experience if 
they became pregnant — but 
that they should discuss with 
their doctors changing to 
other brands. 

The seven brands deemed 
to be risky — Femodene, 
Femodene ED, Minulet, Trla- 
dene, Tri-Minute t, Marvelon 
and Mercllon — were intro- 
duced during foe 1980s on foe 
basis that they were safer 
than other types of the pill be- 
cause they bad less effect on 
blood fats. 

The pills contain either 
gestodene or desogestrel. 
Those containing other types 
of progestogen — levonorgest- 
reL norefoisterone. norgesti- 
mate or efoynodiol — have 
not been found to pose an in- 
creased risk. No extra risk 
has been seen for the proges- 
togen-only pills, for emer- 
gency contraception — foe 
'morning after pill” — or for 
implants or Injectable 
contraceptives. 

Previously, it had been 
thought it was the oestrogen 
content of combined pills 
which increased foe risk of 
thrombosis, which was why 
pills with diminishing oestro- 
gen levels were introduced. It 
Is not known why desogestrel 
and gestodene, but not other 
types of progestogen, should 
increase the risk of 
thrombosis. 

Concerns have been raised 
previously, with some Ger- 
man research suggesting the 
risk might be three times as 
high. 

The latest health warning 
was prompted by a World 
Health Organisation study 
into pill safety. This has not 
been formally published, but 
early analysis of the data in- 
dicated higher risks. 

Michael Rawlins, chairman 
of foe committee, said yester- 
day that action . had been 
taken once t he e arly conclu- 
sions of the WHO study had 
become known In mid-July, 
when foe committee asked 
other researchers across 
Europe to expedite their anal- 
ysis. These results became 
available last week. The com- 
mittee also asked for an anal- 
ysis of computer records kept 
by family doctors, which be- 
came available 10 days ago. 

The findings supported foe 
work of foe World Health 
Organisation, and foe com- 
mittee met last week to con- 
sider the data. 

Prof Rawlins said: "Al- 
though there is twice the risk 
of other pills, it Is Important 
people have a real picture of 
foe problem. Unplanned preg- 
nancies from previous pill 
scares have been very 
problematic.” 


Pros and cons 


Method Effectiveness 

Pregnanaes per 100 woman jews - 


IVsks 


Combined PHI 


□0.2 


Extremely effective 


I Minor problems eg weight gain. Slight 
trance of thrombosis (Mood dots). 


Progestogen-only pill j 

/^jo.3 Wecan 

Needs to be taken ’obsessionaUy* regularly, 
rosier problems witn menstrual cycle. 

Infection j 

|j ^ Extremely effective 

Disrupts menstrual cycle, delay In return of 
f ertfUty hut no permanent loss. 

luD/coii ", 0.3 Bfccto* 

F J ossa>fe discomfort, device may move from 
uterus to vagina, possible cramps, bleeding. 

Condom j 

Effective ft can jj£.0 

Meeds careful and consistent use. may slip 
off or rupture in use. 

Cap j 

Bteriom Based wfccare 2mQ 

N eeds careful and consistent use, may 
in crease risk of bladder Infection. 


Sterilisation 0 Almost, but not quite, 100% 


0 peration is required which Is not readily 
niveraarfe. 


*A pregnancy rata of one per 100 woman years mans that one pregnancy can be exposed per 100 women using tret method few 
one year. Lowest Sgun quoted in each cose. 


What women use 


High risk 


Women, aged 16 - 49, using the following methods 
of contraception, UK. 1993. 


These pills raise the risk of 
thrombosis: 

Famed me, Femo de ne ED, 
MfneleL Trtadeee, Trf- 
Mlnutet, Marvel 00 and 



Sourer FPA. Doti John GmBebaud 


Hundreds of callers inundate 
(blinic to seek advice on risks 


AngeBaJohnsm 


S TAFF at foe Margaret 
Pyke. family planning: 
clinic in central London 
cannot remember when 
they were last so busy. Yes- 
terday. calls flooded in 
from hundreds of women, 
some in tears, as well as 
doctors and pharmacists, 
ail wanting advice after the 
contraceptive pill 

warnings. 

“Mostly foe women have 
been calm and just want to 
makve appointments to 
come in and discuss their 


supply," said Sister Sarah 
Raynor. “ 


Of course we’ve 

had some distressing calls 
from , women in tears be- 
cause: they’ve heard the 
news land are afraid, but 
we’re [able to calm them 
down by pointing out that 
foe risks really are very 
slight ’f 

She said some doctors 
awl pharmacists who had 
not received any written 
guidelines from foe Depart- 
ment of Health were anx- 
ious to know if they should 
continue prescribing and 
distributing combined oral 
contraceptive pills. 

Sue. aged 40 and married 
with two teenage daugh- 
ters, was one of those seek- 
ing advice. She has been on 
and off various pills for 
about 20 years — the latest 
being Merdlon, which fig- 
ures on the warning list 
and which she has been 
taking for four years. 

“I heard the news today 
and of course I was a tittle 
shocked because my pill is 


among those listed. It’s 
scary to think there might 
be such a risk involved, but 
I think the risk of falling 
pregnant without the pill Is 
higher than that of getting 
thrombosis.*’ 

Sue immediately mode an 
appointment with the Mar- 
garet Fyke clinic. “I 
wanted to sort it out as 
soon as possible. Although 
I feel okay and have no 
side-effects at the moment. 
I don’t want to take any 
chances. So if the doctor 
says there’s even the slight- 
est risk to my health, I will 
choose another brand of 
pill." 

After her 15-mlnute con- 
sultation. Sue decided her 
age made the risk of deep 
vein or arterial blood clots 
too great. She opted for a 
progestogen-only contra- 
ceptive, which Is not on the 
warning list. 

Linda was advised to take 
a low-dose contraceptive 
pill by her doctor three 
months ago because of her 
age. “I've been taking foe 
pill for 15 years and at 44 1 
accept that as with most 
things there are risks in- 
volved,” she said. 

“I bad made this appoint- 
ment to discuss it with the 
nurse and now this scare 
has cropped up. But I don’t 
think ril be rushing to 
come off foe pill unless I'm 
advised to do so. If it’s left 
up to me r ru probably wait 
a while longer and then 
just move on to an even 
lower dosage. I don’t think 
there is any cause for 
women to panic because of 
this report” 



Six of foe brands deemed rtel^. The seventh is Triadene. The? f were introduced on the basis they were safer than other types of pill photoqraph: graham turner 


Prof Rawlins added: “The 
risks with other pills are not 
to any way affected by these 
findings. Women on these 
pills should have no concern 
that this new information is 
in any way a problem for 
them.’’ 

Connie Smith, of foe Fam- 
ily Planning Association, said 
women should not suddenly 
stop taking their pills. 


"If they decide to stop be- 
fore they switch to other 
brands, their contraception 
will stop the night they take 
their last pfli,” she said. “In 
other situations where 
women have become fright- 
ened and taken themselves off 
their pill, we have been over- 
whelmed with unplanned and 
unwanted pregnancies.” 
Manufacturers of the seven 


brands said the committee’s 
action was based on a prelim- 
inary evaluation of unpub- 
lished data. 

Schering, which makes 
Femodene, Femodene ED and 
Triadene, said: “The company 
is deeply concerned about 
actions which could result in 
undue concern and anxiety In 
users, which may arise from 
the controversy." 


Wyeth, which produces 
Minulet and Tri-Minulet, said 
it had not had a chance to 
look at the studies, r Since in- 
troduction in 1987 more than 
300 million cycles ]of gesto- 
derve-containing oraj contra- 
ceptives have been used in 72 
countries worldwide.^’ 
Organon, which produces 
Marvelon and Mercllon, dis- 
puted foe committee’s inter- 


pretation of the data and its 
conclusions. “The findings 
are unexpected and a depar- 
ture from the considerable ex- 
isting body of scientific 
knowledge. 

“Organon considers foe 
data on venous thrombosis 
from these studies to be po- 
tentially flawed. The present 
precipitate action may cause 
unnecessary public concern." 


Luck runs out for fighting twins 


David Ward 


C HLOE and Nicole Ast- 
bury, the 35-day-old 
conjoined twins who 
died in a Manchester hospital 
yesterday, had come into the 
world fighting. 

Within hours of their birth 
on September 15, they began 
gently punching each other 
and continued to battle for 
life with an enthusiasm 
which delighted their doctors. 

The sisters, joined at the ab- 
domen and sharing a liver, 
endured an II -hour operation 
to sort out their tangled 
bowels three days after their 
caesarian birth. They 
quickly fought their way 
towards recovery. 

By last week, they were tak- 
i g milk and had almost 
regained their birth weight 
The medical team was pri- 
vately confident they would 
be home by foe end of foe 
year. Bat their luck ran out 
when they contracted a rare 
bowel condition affecting 
babies subjected to stress in 
foe first few weeks of life. 



Alan Dickson — Totally 
unexpected turn of events’ 


Their parents, Melanie and 
Brian, who* revealed this 
week that they had received 
hate maO condemning their 
decision to go ahead with the 
birth, were yesterday said to 
be devastated. 

“These babies did not die 
because they were conjoined 


twins.” said Alan Dickson, the 
paediatrician who has cared 
for them at St Mary’s Hospi- 
taL “They have been extraor- 
dinarily unlucky. “To come 
through what they came 
through to the first ten days of 
life and then be hit by this out 
of foe blue is extraordinary.” 

Nicole became seriously ill 
with neonatal necrotising ent- 
erocolitis on Sunday. The 
condition of both girls de- 
clined and they were placed 
on a ventilator on Tuesday. 
Their parents were called to 
the hospital early yesterday. 

“We asked them if they 
would like to spend some time 
with their babies then but 
they were unable to do so. 
such was their distress.” said 
Mr Dickson. 

Nicole died at 1.40am and 
Ghloe five minutes later. Mr 
Dickson told Mr and Mrs Ast- 
bury, from Denton, Greater 
Manches ter, who remained 
alone with their daughters for 
a short while. 

"Melanie and Brian are ex- 
tremely grateful for all foe 
hospital have done for Chloe 
and Nicole in their short 


1 lives,” said Andrea McWatt, 
-foe solicitor who secured a 
reported £50.000 deal with the 
Daily Mail for the Astburys’ 
1 story. “They were fell of hope 
and this turn of events was 
totally unexpected. They are 
both, devastated." The couple 
have been married for six 
years and have a son, Nathan, 
aged three. 

Mr Dickson said neonatal 
necrotising enterocolitis, 
seen in fewer than 10 of foe 
350 01 babies seen at St 
Mary’s each year, had de- 
clined over foe past 10 years. 
It causes foe progressive fail- 
lire of functions including foe 
.blood system, lungs, heart, 
blood vessels and the kidneys. 
; Mr Dickson revealed that 
doctors had considered emer- 
gency surgery to separate the 
girls to save one infant "But 
both children deteriorated at 
such a rate that we felt the 
best option was to maintain 

them with supportive treat- 
ment in foe hope that they 
would both recover. We felt 
that a surgical option would 
almost certainly have been 
fatal for both." 


Treasury limits tied Howard’s 
hand over Parkhurst report 


continued from page l 
Both MPs claimed that the 
minutes’ opaque .language 
vindicated their own stance. 

Mr Howard insisted the de- 
cisions had all been Mr Lew- 
is's and Tory MPs last night 
claimed a resounding victory 
over Mr Straw, who foiled to 
punch his weight But: Mr 
Lewis — who is suing 1 , foe 
Home Secretary for wrongful 
dismissal — said he had al- 
ready agreed to move, not 
suspend, Mr Marriott i 

He added that foe insertion 
of the word "today” after foe 
announcement that Mr Mar- 
riott was being removed was 
"a word I objected to. The 
Home Secretary insisted that 
it remain In, and remain to it 
did.” The effect was that Mr 
Marriott had to leave his 
office immediately. Mr How- 
ard had publicly attacked him 
as venting “foe spleen of a bit- 
ter man.” 

The Chief Secretary to foe 
Treasury, William Walde- 
grave, in his "Restricted — i- 
Policy and Personal" letter to 
Mr Howard complained that 
it "seems to me ejetraordi-; 


nary" that Treasury officials 
had no formal access to the 
official Learmont report. 

He gave a clear warning to 
foe Home Secretary that he 
must make no spending com- 
mitments when he announced 
his response on Monday to 
the 127 recommendations for 
improved security, including 
foe building of two "super- 
max” security prisons. 

Instead Mr Howard told the 
Commons he would "come 
baric to foe House with a fell 
response in due course” and 
then went on to announce the 
dismissal of Derek Lewis. 


It was in sharp contrast to 
his Commons statement after 
the inquiry into the White- 
moor breakout to 1994 when 
he told MPs: "The Woodcock 
report makes 64 recommenda- 
tions under is headings. I ac- 
cept all Of th em " 

Mr Waldegrave also com- 
plains about Mr Howard's be- 
haviour on that occasion say- 
tog he had already had to 
make clear that ’’policy 
changes on prison security 
must be considered 
collectively". 


MUSIC FOR WHEN YOU’RE BIZET ABOUT THE HOUSE 


PAUL GAMBACCIN1 TAKES YOU ON A JOURNEY THROUGH THE CLASSICS WITH HIS ‘MORNING COLLECTION’. WEEKDAY MORNINGS AT 9.00AM. 
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Free drugs 
victory for 


men over 60 


Hare Dyer 

Legal Correspondent 


£N Aged between 

60 and 65 will be 
entitled to fine pre- 
scriptions from 
today, after a European Court 
of Justice ruling yesterday 
that Britain breached Euro- 
pean law in tying free pre- 
scriptions to different male 
and female state pension ages. 

The Department of Health 
immediately told chemists to 
exempt men in the age group 
from charges, a move that 
will add £40 million a year to 
the NHS bill. Women already 
quality for free prescriptions 
at 60. 

Newspaper advertisements 
today tell men between 60 and 
65 how to claim their free pre- 
scriptions and refunds for 
any charges in the last three 
months. 

The judges placed no tune 
limit on their ruling, theoreti- 
cally opening the floodgates 
to claims dating back to 1984, 
when the European directive 
on equal treatment in social 
security matters took effect 

But the normal stance of 
the European court is that 
countries can invoke national 
time limits, lawyers said. The 
Government is relying on 
1993 regulations allowing 
refunds for up to three 
months where an item has 
been wrongly paid for, a 
spokesman said. 

A European law specialist 
said: “Whether the 1993 regu- 
lations apply and whether 
they are enforceable is un- 
clear. Someone would have to 
bring a new case if they 
wanted to claim refunds fur- 
ther bade than three months." 

The ruling has given fur- 
ther ammunition to Tory 
Euro-sceptics who want the 
Government to curb the pow- 
ers of the European Court to 
override British laws. The 
power to make retrospective 
rulings in particular infuri- 
ates the courts’ critics. 


Tony Marlow, MP for 
Northampton North, 'de- 
nounced the decision as an 
outrage. But health minister 
Gerald Malone said in a state- 
ment to the Commons: “The 
Government accepts the 
court's findings and will com- 
ply fully." 

The Government could 
have increased the free pre- 
scription age for womqn to 65. 
or equalised both sexes at an 
age between 60 and 65, but 
John Major has pledged that 
pensioners would not be 
charged for prescriptions. 

The aase was brought by 
Cyril Richardson, a retired 
college lecturer, was backed 
by tee Campaign for Equal 
State Pension Ages, the 
Association of Retired Per- 
sons and other groups for tee 
elderly. 

The judges said discrimina- 
tion between men and women 
In benefit schemes was 
allowed only if “necessarily 
and objectively linked” to tee 
difference in retirement ages. 
Governments could discrimi- 
nate to avoid disturbing tee 
financial equilibrium of the 
social security system or to 
ensure coherence between tee 
state pension and other bene- 
fit schemes. 

But there was no evidence 
that equalising free prescrip- 
tion ages would imperil tee 
equilibrium of the social. se- 
curity system. The fact that 
making prescriptions free to 
men at 60 would increase tee 
NHS bill was not sufficient. 

The judges said tee finan- 
cial .consequences of backdat- 
ing a ruling was no reason for 
departing from the usual rule 
that judgments were retro- 
spective to tee date the Euro- 
pean law which was 
breached. 

David Lindsay of the Cam- 
paign for Equal State Pension 
Ages, said the decision would 
boost the chances of success 
for a similar claim over pen- 
sioners* bus passes. A deci- 
sion is expected soon from tee 
Luxembourg court 


Victor didn’t keep his receipts 


C YRIL Richardson (left), 
tee 66-year-old asthmatic 
who brought the case, an- 
nounced his victory outside 
Parliament yesterday. He is a 
town crier from WalsalL 
He said he embarked on his 
five-year legal battle for the 1.4 
million men aged 60-65 and 
not for personal gain. ‘1 was 
paying about £50 a year in pre- 
scription charges but I haven't 
even kept tee receipts, 90 I 
don’t know if I will be claim- 
ing tee money back.” 

Mr Richardson, made redun- 
dant eight years ago at a West 
Midlands college, said be real- 
ised there was an injustice 
when his wife Evyleen began 
to get free prescriptions. 


Schools told to 
stop boys’ slide 


Donald MacLeod 
Education Correspondent 


I ORE than one in five 
boys are leaving 
[school without tee lit- 
eracy and numeracy of the av- 
erage 10-year-old, the Govern- 
ment's chief curriculum 
adviser said yesterday. 

Nicholas Tate, chief execu- 
tive of the School Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority, 
urged schools to use more 
structured teaching methods 
to stop boys falling further be- 
hind girls In key subjects. 
After years of underachieve- 
ment by girls, girls had out- 
stripped boys and schools had 
to look "as a matter of ur- 
gency" at how to help boys 
catch up, he told the Basic 
Skills Agency's annual con- 
ference in London. 

But the proportion of girls 
foiling to gain GCSE passes in 
English and mathematics is 


one in six. and Mr Tate said 
secondary schools would 
have to do more remedial 
work with teenagers. 

The lowest grade — G — at 
GCSE was the level reason- 
ably expected of an average 
10- or 11-year-old. By that age 
children on level 4 of the 
national curriculum were 
able to look for and use ideas 
and information from a range 
of texts, use "adventurous" 
vocabulary with generally ac- 
curate spelling, full stops and 
capital letters. 

Mr Tate said schools had 
grappled successfully with 
girls' underachievement. 

"What we need now is an 
acceptance that we face a sim- 
ilar challenge with boys and 
especially with boys' attain- 
ment in English. Schools 
must tackle this as a matter of 
urgency.” 

The authority had set up a 
working group to study the 
problem- 


NEWS 3 


These penguins, the snow- 
spattered trees. and a 
spawning seastar. were 
among 17,500 pictures from 
57 countries entered in this 
year’s British Gas Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 
competition, writes Moev 
Kennedy . Konrad Wotbe. 
highly commended, spotted 
the trees in Bavaria. He also 
took the emperorpengnins, 
at Atka Bay to Antarctica. 
The seastar, a winner in the 
animal behaviour category, 
was taken by Doug Perrine 
of the US. while diving in 
the Galapagos. The overall 
winner was Cherry Alexan- 
der. of Dorset, the first Brit- 
ish woman to take the title. 
She was presented with a 
cheque for £2,000 at the Nat- 
ural History Museum In 
London last night Her 
entry was a study of a rare 
blue iceberg in the 
Antarctic. 


Claes’s future hangs by a thread 


John Palmer In Brussels 


I HE resignation of Willy 
liClaes as Nato’s secretary 
general looked inevitable last 
night as tee Belgian parlia- 
ment voted overwhelmingly 
to lilt the immunity of his one 
time government colleague. 
Guy Coeme. a former defence 
minister. 

Protesting his innocence in 
a government fraud and cor- 
ruption scandal, Mr Claes 
was making a final appeal to 
his country's assembly. 

But the odds on the 150 MPs 
rejecting his plea and lifting 
his legal immunity to corrup- 
tion charges increased with 
the move against Mr Coeme. 


Journalists were asked to 
leave the Belgian parlia- 
ment's gallery as MPs went 
Into an emergency, closed ses- 
sion to decide Mr Claes’s late. 

Even as the Nato chief was 
denying corruption while Bel- 
gium’s economics minister in 
the late 1980s, less than a mile 
away other leaders of the At- 
lantic alliance were locked in 
talks with Russia over the 
proposed peace-implementa- 
tion force in Bosnia. 

"Merely to point out that it 
was not possible for tee secre- 
tary genera] to be present at 
this important meeting is to 
say a very great deal indeed 
about the difficulties we cur- 
rently face," one Nato diplo- 
mat said yesterday. 


The United States deputy 
secretary of state. Strobe Tal- 
bot, refused to comment 
about Nato's leadership cri- 
sis. *T am here to talk about 
another subject the search 
for peace in Bosnia and what 
the North Atlantic alliance 
can do in co-operation with 
other countries," he said. 

For all their official reti- 
cence about Mr Claes's future, 
Nato governments were pre- 
paring yesterday to mate a 
rapid decision about a replace- 
ment The main candidates 
are tee Dutch prime minister. 
Ruud Lubbers, Denmark’s for- 
mer foreign minister, Dffe El- 
lemann -Jensen, and the Dutch 
European Commissioner, 
Hans van den Broek. 


None commands universal 
enthusiasm although tee US 
could live with any of them. 
However, there has been fric- 
tion between the German 
chancellor, Helmut Kohl, and 
Mr Lubbers. Paris has ex- 
changed bitter words with all 
tee European Union’s Nordic 
governments over French nu- 
clear tests. 

Some see Mr van den Broek 
as a compromise candidate, 
but his defence of the cause of 
a multi-ethnic Bosnia and 
early advocacy of Nato strikes 
against the Bosnian Serbs has 
brought him into conflict with 
Britain and Franca 


US troops for Bosnia’, page 
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Chambers aim to divert tax cuts 


Larry Elliott 

and Richard Thomas 


RIT AIN'S small bus- 
inesses yesterday 
warned tee Chancellor 
against cutting personal taxes 
In next month's Budget and 
urged that any giveaways be 
aimed at helping industry 
cope with a flagging recovery. 

On the eve of the Trea- 
sury’s pre-Budget p lanni n g 
meeting at Kenneth Clarke’s 
country home, Dorneywood, 
the British Chambers of Com- 
merce said any attempt to 


boost consumer spending 
risked rekindling inflation. 

"To expand demand . . . 
threatens inflation and risks 
rearing tee ugly head of inter- 
est rate rises — just what In- 
dustry does not need." said 
Robin Geldard, president of 
the BCC. 

Mr Clarke is under pres- 
sure from his backbenchers 
to deliver a voter-friendly 
package os November 29. 
Calls from lenders and house- 
builders for tax breaks to 
revive the property market 
intensified after figures yes- 
terday from the building soci- 


eties showed that the housing 
market remains weak. The 
Building Societies Associa- 
tion reported a 15 per cent 
drop in the value of mortgage 
advances between August and 
September to £2.725 billion. 
The number of loans ad- 
vanced dropped from 45,000 to 
38,000. 

The BCC said that tee econ- 
omy — particularly the man- 
ufacturing sector — had 
slowed down in the third 
quarter of tee year, but added 
that industry was in no posi- 
tion to respond to an increase 
in demand. Many firms ware 


suffering from a shortage of 
skilled labour and were run- 
ning at or close to full 
capacity. 

“The Chancellor should 
refrain from stimulating de- 
mand in the short term, but 
look to the long term to 
address these problems which 
are harriers to greater non- 
inflationary growth.” Mr Gel- 
dard said.-' 

The BCC said that if the 
Treasury succeeded in find- 
ing spending cute, it should 
use tee money to stimulate in- 
vestment by boosting capital 
allowances for industry. 


White far right 
and black unite 


Jonathan Freed land 
hi Washington 


A MERICA faced the pros- 
pect of an unholy alli- 
ance between its politi- 
cal extremes yesterday when 
Louis Farrakhan. the fiery 
Nation of Islam leader who 
has been widely condemned 
as a black supremacist, was 
lavished with praise by lead- 
ers of the mainly white mili- 
tia movement 
The move followed Mr 
Farrakhan ’s triumphal sum- 
mons on Monday of more 
than 400,000 black men to 
Washington for the Million 
Man March. 

The two sides appear to 
have found common cause in 
their advocacy of a total sepa- 
ration of blacks and whites in 
tee United states. 

"Louis Farrakhan is a man 
1 can work with,” said Mike 
Kemp, founder of the Gadsen 
Minutemen, a paramili tar y 
group in Alabama. “We have 
a common enemy." 

Mr Kemp has contacted tee 
Nation of Islam about future 
collaboration. 

Norm Olson, the command- 
er of the Michigan militia — 
one of the country's best- 
known anti-government fic- 
tions — also applauded Mr 
Farrakhan. "His message is 
the very same message as my 
message.” Mr Olson said. 
“We've got a nation of black 


wimps and white wimps and 
we’ve got to change that." 

The US militias have been 
condemned for their links 
with white supremacist 
groups, including the neo- 
Nazi Aryan Nations, and are 
blamed for creating the atmo- 
sphere that spawned the 
bombing in Oklahoma City in 
April, which killed 169 people. 

Mr Farrakhan is a sworn 
enemy of white sapremacism, 
describing it as the “sick- 
ness" at the heart of US soci- 
ety. But his advocacy of racial 
separatism has struck a chord 
with his enemies. 

“He wants an all-black 
nation with the total extermi- 
nation of all whites, and we 
would want just the other 
side of the coin," said Gerald 
Gruild, of the Aryan Nations. 

Many militia activists were 
pleasantly surprised on Mon- 
day to hear Mr Farrakhan de- 
vote much of his rambling, 
two-and-a-half hour speech not 
only to government-bashing 
but also to tee obscure conspir- 
acy theories espoused by the 
paramilitary right 

“If he were white, he would 
belong to a militia and talk 
about the mysterious black 
helicopters sent by the United 
Nations," wrote one Washing- 
ton Post columnist. 

Mr Farrakhan confirmed 
yesterday that he wants black 
people to become a third force 
in US politics, un affiliated to 
the two main parties. 
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West excused ‘unduly distressing’ trip • Cellar included in tour by police leading investigation 

Judge and jury visit 
Cromwell St house 


The West 
trial 


Duncan Ca mpb ell 
Crime Correspondent 


T HE trial of Rosemary 
West moved yester- 
day from Winchester 
crown court to the 
house where nine of the 
bodies of her 10 alleged vic- 
tims were found last year. In 
silence and in single file the 
eight men and four women of 
the jury walked through 25 
Cromwell Street in Glouces- 
ter and down into the cellar 
where live sets of remains 
had been discovered. 

All the jurors had requested 
the visit; Mr Justice Man tell 
had reluctantly agreed. They 
were taken by coach with cur- 
tains drawn and police motor- 
cycle outriders to the three- 
storey house where Rosemary 
and Fred West had lived with 
their family for more than 20 
years. 

Rosemary Webt, who is 
pleading not guilty to all 
charges, did not attend. Her 
counsel, Richard Ferguson 
QC. said she would have 
found it “unduly distressing". 
The jury wore blue hard 


hats and 10 of them put on 
overalls as they were accom- 
panied on their tour by Ser- 
geant Peter Maunder, a police 
search officer, with the head 
of the investigation. Superin- 
tendent John Bennett ta ki ng 
up the rear. 

The previous day in court 
Sgt Maunder had told the jury 
they would see the places 
where the bodies had been 
found marked by white 
ribbon. 

He had also told them of a 
hole in a bedroom door 
through which, when a piece 
of wood was turned, it was 
possible to see into the room. 

A pool of nine representa- 
tives of the media made the 
same tour as the jury but can- 
not report on what they saw 
until the conclusion of the 
trial. The Guardian repre- 
sented the national press and 
there was also a court artist 
present In the 25-mlnute 
viewing. 

Before their visit, Mr Jus- 
tice Mantell warned the jury 
that they could not discuss en 
route either the case or what 
they would see in the house. 

Members of the media 
watching the proceedings 
from outside 25 Cromwell 
Street outnumbered the local 
residents who were i«rMwg 
out of windows as attention 
focused again on the street 


One neighbour blasted out 
loud music every time 
broadcaster was about to 
make a live link. A man with 
a long white beard, a biblical 
painting in one hand, a torch 
which he shone skywards in 
the other, disappeared before 
he could explain exactly what 
he was doing. Three televi- 
sion company helicopters 
hovered above. 

A campaign has been 
launched to buy the house 
and turn it into a memorial 
for the girls who were buried 
there. So far £13.000 of the 
£15,000 needed has been 
donated. 

Yesterday three bunches of 
flowers stood outside the 
house. They had been laid 
there on what would have 
been the 25th birthday of 
Rosemary West's eldest 
daughter, Heather, last Tues- 
day. Her remains were found 
beneath the patio last year. 

One bunch of carnations 
and roses carried this mes- 
sage: "Dearest Heather, Birth- 
day wishes, sweetheart. 
Though the years have passed 
you are always in my heart. 
You'll never be forgotten. No- 
body can ever take away my 
thoughts and memories of 
you. My love, your, ever lov- 
ing big sis, Anna Marie. X." 

The case continues at Win- 
chester cr o wn court today. 


Book rights auction ‘would 
have raised more money’ 


John Muffin 


P ETER Harris, the Offi- 
cial Solicitor, decided to 
place confidential Fred- 
erick West material through 
the same literary agency that 
one detective working on the 
murder investigation had 
tried to use. it emerged yes- 
terday. The officer was repri- 
manded over her approach to 
the agency. 

Mr Harris yesterday sought 
to play down controversy 
over the unprecedented deci- 
sion to release West’s mem- 
oirs and taped police inter- 
views to a biographer he 
selected. Because West died 
intestate, it was Mr Harris’s 
duty to secure as much 
money for his eight surviving 
children as possible, he said, 
adding that he was particu- 
larly concerned with the five 
minors. 

Douglas French, Tory MP 
for Gloucester, called on the 
Lord Chancellor to block the 
move. He said he believed any 
cash raised should go to the 
families of victims, and the 
deal was offensive. 

The Prime Minister, at 
Commons question time, told 
Mr French: “Personally, I 
share your feelings about this 
matter." But it was up to the 
Official Solicitor, as adminis- 
trator of the estate, to make 
his own judgment. 

There were suggestions yes- 


terday that the biography, to 
be written by Geoffrey Wan- 
sell, would fail to deliver Mr 
Harris’s objective. An auction 
of the publishing rights for 
the material could have 
raised much more, said crit- 
ics. 

Mr Harris had hoped to 
keep details of the deal secret 
until after the trial in Win- 
chester of West's widow, 
Rosemary. Refeence to the 
deal was first made in the 


The book will not 
appear for a year 
after the trial. Six 
others are due first 


Bookseller magazine last 
week. 

West, who was 53, hanged 
himself on new year's day 
while on remand at Winson 
Green jalL He was charged 
with 12 murders. While held 
in the jail, he wrote more 
than 100 pages of his mem- 
oirs, called I Only Ever Loved 
an Angel. Taxied police inter- 
views, many with Detective 
Constable Hazel Savage, who 
attempted to sell her story 
through the Gloria Ferris 
agency, ran to more than 20 
hours. The material is said to 
be rambling. 

Mrs West, who Is facing 10 
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murder charges, waived any 
rights to his estate. 

Her solicitor, Leo Goatley, 
suggested Mr Harris should 
attempt to fetch the highest 
possible price for the mate- 
rial. to benefit West's 
children. 

Mr Harris initially agreed, 
and planned an auction. But 
he changed his mind amid 
fears he would be criticised 
for giving an official stamp to 
what might be a ghoulish ac- 
count 

Mr Wansell. a former 
Times, Telegraph and Ob- 
server journalist. Is expected 
to provide an unsensational 
account It will be almost a 
year after the conclusion of 
the Rosemary West trial be- 
fore it appears. At least six 
other books are due to appear 
before that 

After ruling out an auction, 
Mr ' Harris instead ap- 
proached Gloria' Ferris, the 
agency which had dealt with 
Ms Savage, 50. created an 
MBE in the new year honours 
list. 

A police officer for 30 years, 
she has five commendations. 
She uncovered the evidence 
that led police to dig in the 
back garden of 25. Cromwell 
Street, and carried out many 
of the interviews with West, 
who allegedly confessed. 

After an investigation into 
her plans, Ms Savage was rep- 
rimanded for discreditable 
conduct The Home Office dis- 
missed her appeal The Police 
Federation in Gloucester- 
shire. which had backed Ms 
Savage, was angry that the 
Official Solicitor had used the 
same literary agent 

At Mr Harris's request, Ms 
Ferris drew up a list of poss- 
ible biographers. Mr Wansell 
was selected. Publishers were 
then sought, and Hodder 
Headline won the day. The 



Rail sell-off 
target dealt 
huge blow 


Keith Harper 
Transport Editor 


O NLY 10 per cent of 
rail passenger ser- 
vices will be priva- 
tised by next spring, 
it emerged last night, dealing 
a fresh blow to the Govern- 
ment's hoxies of selling off 
more than half the industry 
by April l. 

This considerable setback, 
confirmed by senior industry 
sources, means the Govern- 
ment will have to admit it has 
failed by 41 per cent to 
achieve the 51 per cent priva- 
tisation target set by Brian 
Mawhinney when he was 
transport secretary. Until 
now there have been only 
vague hints of that failure 
from ministers. 

The new delay is due to 
problems over the establish- 
ment of South Western Trains 
(SWT), one of the three com- 
panies which will begin to op- 
erate commercially on parts 
of the network from next 
year. It is due to run services 
between Waterloo, in London, 
and Exeter, but its timetable 
has been too ambitious. 

SWT, Great Western 
Trains, and the London, Til- 
bury and Southend line, were 
to have started running pas- 
senger trains by April 1 after 
being launched as individual 
companies at the turn of the 
year. 

The three-month window 
was set by Roger Salmon, the 
government-appointed regu- 
lator, responsible for Issuing 
the franchises, to allow the 
companies to prepare them- 
selves for business and for the 
transfer from British Rail. 

But this does not give SWT 
sufficient time. It needs a fur- 
ther six weeks’ work before it 
is ready to start services, de- 
laying this until well into 
May. 


The three companies will 
run 20 per cent of passenger 
services, but the SWTs set- 
back effectively reduces this 
to 10 per cent by April 1. 

The outgoing shadow trans- 
port secretary. Michael 
Meacher, said: "The question 
which must be asked is what 
further delays lie ahead? The 
Government has been back- 
tracking so much on privati- 
sation that it is now in a sid- 
ing from which there is no 
escape. 

“The rail sell-off was a 
rushed and thoroughly 
botched up Job. No wonder it 
Is springing leaks foster than 
a privatised water company.'* 

If the timetable continues to 
slip, ministers will find it 
more difficult, to float Rail- 
track by the spring. Rail track 
is the public sector company 
in charge of the industry's in- 
frastructure and 

maintenance. 

The Government's financial 
advisers have told the Trans- 
port Secretary, Sir George 
Young, that City institutions 
will expect to see positive evi- 
dence of the railway in the 
private sector before invest- 
ing in Halftrack. 

Another loophole in the pri- 
vatisation legislation was ex- 
posed yesterday. Railtrack 
has been exempted from a 
legal duty to collect rubbish 
that has been fly-tipped or 
dumped on to its land. 

Councils could force BR to 
clean up its sites, but the 1993 
Railways Act did not desig- 
nate Railtrack as a transport 
undertaker for this purpose. 

A letter from the Depart- 
ment of the Environment to 
the Association of Local Au- 
thorities agrees "this is not 
an ideal situation and we are 
working to remove any doubt 
over where the duty lies.” 

It says: “This could only be 
definitively established by a 
court of law." 


Pregnant clerk 
sacking illegal 


Policemen .outside 25 Cromwell Street, which was visited by jurors yesterday. A 
campaign has been launched to turn the house into a memorial photograph: scan smith 

PoW victim wins book prize 


Clare Dyer 

Legal Correspondent 


Michael Ellison 

Arts Correspondent 


firm denied it had paid any- 
thing approaching £1 million 
for the rights. 


T HE literary prizes sear 
son opened last night 
when a 76-year-old for- 
mer prisoner of war won a 
£10,000 award with his first 
book. 

Eric Lomax took the Es- 
qnlre/Waterstone’s non-fic- 
tion award. Including a 
£5,000 computer, with The 
Bailway Man, which de- 
scribes his physical and 
psychological torture at the 
bands of the Japanese dur- 
ing the second world war. 

Rosie Boycott, one of the 
judges, said: “Lomax’s 
book changed the way L 
and I suspect others of my 
generation, think about the 
war. 

It told me things I'm 
ashamed to say 1 never 
knew or really thought 
about Zt Is powerful, mov- 
ing, searingly honest An 


extraordinary book from 
an extraordinary man who 
has had the courage to say 
the unsayable.” 
Edinburgh-born Lomax 
joined the Royal Corps of 
Signals reserve as a 20- 
year-old and ended up in a 
prisoner of war camp in 



Eric Lomax . . . won £10,000 
book prize for wartime story 
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Malaysia on the Slam- 
Burma railway. 

He was arrested by the 
Japanese secret police for 
helping to build a short- 
wave radio and suffered the 
special treatment meted 
oat to those with such con- 
traband. He was starved, 
bad his arms broken and 
his body pumped up with 
water. 

Nearly half a century 
later be met one of his tor- 
turers, the interpreter Na- 
gase Takashi, near the 
bridge over the River Kwai. 
“I think I die happily 
now,” said Takashi, who 
was forgiven by Lomax. 

• The £2,000 Boar dm an 
Tasker Award for moun- 
tain literature was won 
yesterday by Alan Hanlrlit - 
son for his biography of 
British mountaineer Geof- 
frey Wlnthrop Young. 

Judges called the book a 
"superb and fitting tribute 
to a major figure.’' 


IMFLOYERS who sack 
i women for becoming 
1 pregnant are automati- 
cally guilty of sex discrimina- 
tion and could face claims for 
unlimited compensation, five 
law lords confirmed yester- 
day in a landmark judgment 
The judges ruled that im- 
port clerk Carole Nardin’s 
employers had no right to 
sack her when they discov- 
ered she was pregnant even 
though she was unable to ful- 
fil the main purpose for 
which she was hired — to 
cover for another employee's 
maternity leave. 

But they said it was a cru- 
cial factor that Ms Nardin 
had been hired for an indefi- 
nite period and was not ex- 
pected to leave when the 
woman she was covering for 
returned to work. The posi- 
tion might be different If a 
woman hired under a fixed- 
term contract to cover for ma- 
ternity leave became 
pregnant 

Any other result would be 
likely to be seen as unfair to 
employers and “tending to 
bring the law on sex discrimi- 
nation into disrepute,” said 
Lord Keith. 

Three years ago the law 


lords referred Ms Nardin 's 
case to the European Court of 
Justice in Luxembourg, 
which ruled last year that her 
dismissal breached a Euro- 
pean directive on equal treat- 
ment of men and women at 
work. Yesterday the lords 
sent the case back to the in- 
dustrial tribunal to assess 
compensation, which has no 
upper limit in sex discrimina- 
tion cases. 

Ms Nardin said last night: 
*Tm very happy it’s finally 
drawing to a close. Now we 
only have to wait for foe in- 
dustrial tribunal to set a com- 
pensation figure. I'm also 
happy It’s set a standard for 
all the other women sacked 
for being pregnant" 

The ruling marks the end of 
an eight-year battle by Ms 
Nardin, backed by the Hil- 
lingdon Legal Resource Cen- 
tre. She lost her case in the 
industrial tribunal. Employ, 
meat Appeal Tribunal and 
Court of Appeal, and only 
turned the corner when the 
case was referred to 
Luxembourg. 

Before the European Court 
ruling last year, women em- 
ployed in the private sector 
had to show that their em- 
ployer would have treated a 
man requiring time off for ill- 
ness more favourably to win 
compensation. 


Editorial merry-go-round prompts 
senior Telegraph journalist to quit 


Andrew Culf reports 
on the final straw 
that broke Heffer’s 
back — missing out 
on Spectator job 

P RESS baron Conrad 
Black completed his re- 
arrangement of the edi- 
torial deck chairs at the Tele- 
graph group-yesterday — and 
immediately sparked the de- 
parture of one of his most 
senior journalists. 

The appointment of Frank 
Johnson as editor of the Spec- 
tator prompted the abrupt 
resignation of the other lead- 
ing contender for the post, 
Simon Heffer, deputy editor 
of the Daily Telegraph. 

Mr Heffer, aged 35, an arch- 
Thatcherite, was said by col- 
leagues to have “slunk” out of 
the Telegraph’s Canary 
Wharf headquarters in Lon- 
don’s Docklands, boasting: 
“Next stop, Kensington High 
Street" 

The fashionable west Lon- 
don address is the base of 
Associated Newspapers, in- 
cluding the Dally Mail, where 
Mr Heffer was last night ru- 
moured to be ensconced with 
senior executives. 

Mr Heffer, who is planning 



Rivals . . . Simon Heffer, left, and Frank Johnson 


to write the definitive biogra- 
phy of Enoch Powell, his 
other political hero, had 
hoped for preferment after 
Max Hastings quit the editor- 
ship of the Daily Telegraph 
for the London Evening Stem-' 
dard three weeks ago. 

But Charles Moore was 
moved from the Sunday Tele- 
graph to the dally, and Domi- 
nic Lawson from the Specta- 
tor to edit the Sunday, 

Yesterday Mr Heffer’s 
hoped-for consolation prize 
was also snatched from his 
grasp by Mr Johnson, deputy 
editor of the Sunday Tele- 
graph for the past year. 


Mr Heffer, a belligerent 
critic of John Major, had 
cleared his desk on Monday 
in preparation for his antici- 
pated setback. But on Tues- 
day his mood recovered as he 
picked up on rumours that 
Paul Dacre, editor of the 
Daily Mail and a close friend, 
was being offered the Daily 
Telegraph job. 

But Wednesday's an- 
nouncement that Mr Moore 
had got the post after all 
plunged him back into gloom. 

The appointment of Mr 
Johnson to the Spectator job 
— the preferred choice of Mr 
Lawson — was the final 


straw. Mr Johnson, aged 52, 
another trenchant right- 
winger who began his jour- 
nalistic career as a messenger 
boy on the Sunday Express, is 
well liked by Telegraph col- 
leagues for his good humour. 
Mr Black's wife, Barbara 
Amiel, the former Sunday 
Times columnist, is also 
to be an admirer. 

Last night the fallout was 
rumoured to have reached the 
Spectator’s Doughty street of- 
fices, in central London. 

Anne Applebattm, the dep- 
uty editor, who had hitched 
her wagon to the Heffer cam- 
paign. was said to have 
resigned — but there was no 
official confirmation, and in- 
siders said attempts were 
being made by Mr Johnson to 
talk her out of it 

There was similar specula- 
tion about Boris Johnson, an 
associate editor of the Daily 
Telegraph and another Heffer 
supporter, who was believed 
to have announced his inten- 
tion of quitting his Spectator 
p olftinal f-n lnrq n. 

Daniel Colson, deputy 
chairman and chief executive 
of the Telegraph group, said: 
“Frank Johnson has played a 
very signi fi ca n t role In mak- 
ing the Sunday Telegraph the 
most distinguished Sunday 
newspaper in Britain as well 
as the fastest growing In 
circulation." 
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Blairite s resent some c h oic esf orccd by 0 lc , Labour t<> she|ye further after election 
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Switch 
by DTI 
‘hits at 
safety 1 


Shadow moves . . . Harriet Harman, takrngnver health from Margaret Beckett, who moves to industry: Clare Short, who succeeds Michael Meachwnt 
transport; David Blnnkett, who now covers education and employment; and Chris Smith, whose new job is social security 

Short gets transport job in shadow shuffle 


Chief whip Dewar given wider 
brief to speak on policies, while 
Cunningham goes to heritage 


Patrick Wintour, Chief 
Political Correspondent 


T ONY BLAIR last night 
completed a wide 
ranging shadow cabi- 
net reshuffle by pro- 
moting new entrant ‘Clare 
Short to shadow transport 
secretary and demoting her 
predecessor, Michael 
Meacher, to the rale of deputy 
to David Blunkett in the new 
combined education and em- 
ployment brief. • 

Mr Meacher had held the 
transport portfolio for only a 
year and will be bitterly dis- 
appointed at what is bound to 


be seen as a negative verdict 
on hia ramp ai g n against rail- 
way privatisation. Mr Blair's 
aides, however, insisted Mr 
Meacher’s new role as chief 
spokesman on employment, 
including training, was “ab- 
solutely vital". 

Ms Short is Labour's first 
female transport spokesman 
since Barbara Castle. Her 
deputy will be Brian Wilson, 
who fought the rail privatisa- 
tion bill in the Commons. 

Jack Cunningham is have 
shadow cabinet status by tak- 
ing the job of national heri- 
tage spokesman, even thoug h 
he lost his seat in Wednes- 
day’s elections. In possibly 


the key political move of the 
reshuffle. Donald Dewar 
moves to chief, whip, but it 
was being stressed yesterday 
that Mr Dewar would not take 
on the trappist silence of his 
predecessors, but instead act 
as a spokesman for the party 
across policy areas. One 
Labour backbecher, Austin 
Mitchell, criticised Mr 
Dewar's shift as equivalent to 
putting Albert Einstein in 
charge of a playgroup. 

Margaret Bedsett, formerly 
shadow health secretary, fills 
the vacancy created by Dr 
Cunningham’s shock exit, 
and . will now work closely 
with Gordon Brown. Harriet 
Harman moves to health *Tirf 

Chris Smith, formerly heri- 
tage, takes on the welfare 
brief at social security. 

Overall, the elections saw a 
triumph for Old Labour 

against the party modernis- 


ers, with MPs rallying round 
any shadow cabinet member 
perceived to he under threat, 
eith er due to media sniping or 
supposed negative briefings 
from Blairite aides. 

Bon Davies, the shadow 
welsh secretary and a more 
progressive figure than some 
credit, was a beneficiary ■ of 
fhi« backlash after the Welsh 
media bayed for Mr Davies to 
be repaced by Kim Howells. 

There was also bad blood 
last night amongst Blairites 
over the re-election to the 
shadow cabinet of Tom 
Clarke, the decent, but unin- 
-spiring shadow minister for 
the disabled, with some 
claiming that the shadow 
chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
campaigned for Mr Clarke, a 
charge categorically denied 
by the Brown camp. Mr 
Clarke's re-election may have 
been more to do with support 
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from the left wing fYnmp n jgr^ 
Group. He retains his present 
disability portfolio. 

Pressure was also being 
mounted yesterday to make 
Wednesday's elections the 
last before the general elec- 
tion, with even some “super 
democrats” such as Peter 
Ham MP, calling for the sus- 
pension of next autumn's 
elections on the grounds that 
they would be distracting 
only months from an election. 

In other important middle- 
ranking appointments, likely 
to be announced today. Ian 
McCartney, the fast-rising 
front bencher, is to be given a 
key role of shadow minister 
within the Department of 
Trade and Industry team res- 
ponsible for preparing the 
party’s policy on the social 
chapter and the miritmmn 
wage. His appointment will 
reassure the unions nervous 
that the tntnbim wage policy 
is being ditched. 

Peter Mandelson was ex- 
pected to be made assistant to 
John Prescott, with special 
responsibility for key seats 
campaigning. If confirmed, 
this win place him in an influ- 
ential position for shaping the 
general election campaign. 

The effective Tessa JoweD 
has been appointed shadow 
spokeswoman for women. 

In a secret day of the long 
knives, Mr Blair yesterday 
saw eight middle-rankjng 
shadow ministers, including 
Joan Walley, Robin Corbett. 
Eric Marti ew and Martin 
O’Neill, asking them to relin- 
quish their jobs to open the 
way to promote the cream of 
the 1992 intake. Mr Martlew 
and Mr O'Neill may be given 
jobs elsewhere. 
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Fantasy cabinet 


The team Tony Blair might pick in his dreams 
John Prescott 




# Peter Handel 
D Gordon Brown 
9 Derek Scott 
^ Alan Howartti 


Tessa Jowell or 
^ Harriet Harman 

4P Roger Lickfle 


£ Frank Field 


Deputy Prime Minister 
without responsibilitss 
To be given a high desk, a speech al the end of 
conference and no role In Economic affairs 

Foreign Secretary 
Known tor his diplomatic skills 

Chancellor 

U rentable Aircraft Canter 

Chief Secretary hi the Treasury 
Currently economic advisor to Blair and ox-SDP 

Home Secretary 
The best of the 1995 Intake 

Health Secretary 

The two are interchangeable in the eyBS of Old 
Labour 


Trade and Industry Secretary 
Ex-SDP. deemed by Old Labour to be 
constantly al Blair's side 


Social Security 

Backs Workfare, means testing and being tough 
single parents 


* Barbara Follett 

National Heritage 
Husband has ttterary credentials 

(P Margaret Hodge 

Transport 

Has Channel Tunnel Interests tt Btfrtfng; • 

Paddy Ashdown 

Defence Secretary . ■ vii« * 

A sop to keep the LibijatR 

$ David Trimble 

Northern Ireland 
Keep the Unionists 

^ Kim Howells 

Welsh Secretary '' ' 
Much reviled by Wdsb 

^ Robin Cook 

Overseas 

Keeps Cor* old ol - • : 


Rabacea SmWHMrs 
FoiWoel Correspondent 


G overnment plans to 

restructure its con- 
sumer affairs and com 
petition policy division were 
condemned yesterday by 
Labour and the Consumers 
Association as an attempt to 
demote consumer protection 
in favour of big business. 

Central to the plan, set out 
In leaked documents pro- 
duced by the shadow con- 
sumer affairs spokesman. Ni- 
gel Griffiths, is the 
downgrading of the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry's 
Consumer Safety Unit by 
halving the number of staff 
and merging it with a new 
unit which will also cover 
competition policy. 

The consumer unit is con- 
sidered an important, inde- 
pendent safety body which 
checks baby furniture, elec- 
trical goods, and fireworks. 
Its existing roles include in- 
vestigating safety issues, 
funding publicity to warn 
about dangerous goods, and 
maintaining a database. 

Yesterday Mr Griffiths de- 
nounced the plans as “a sinis- 
ter attempt to demote con- 
sumer protection, with big 
business set to gain at the ex- 
pense of consumers''. 

He criticised the Govern- 
ment for “snubbing” con- 
sumer organisations by 
restricting Its consultation 
exercise on the plans to big 
business, represented by the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry and the Institute of Di- 
rectors. 

Sheila McKechnie, director 
of the Consumers Associa- 
tion, added: “There is abso- 
lutely no mention of the con- 
sumer in the role of the new 
directorate. Clearly we are 
concerned that consumers 
may come second to industry, 
particularly as the associa- 
tion has not been consulted.” 
Mr Griffiths also warned 
that the move could water 
down British influence on the 
100-odd international stan- 
dard-setting bodies which lay 
down requirements for goods 
that may then be imported 
into the UK. 

A spokesman for the DTI 
confirmed that its staff were 
being consulted on the way 
work was organised, but said 
there would be no reduction 
in the overall staff effort deal- 
ing with consumer safety: 
“The proposals are designed 
to strengthen the depart- 
ment's DTTs work on con- 
sumer and industrial safety." 


MY PHYSIO TOLD ME TO BE MORE 
POSITIVE. WHAT, LIKE FORGETTING 
. I NOW ONLY HAVE 

(f you bad « accident or developed a sarlous I Ones* and had to stop working, would yoa bo able to cope? Woo Id 
you rocalva help from your employers, or ttra State? What would happen Iff you didn't? After all, yon stJU have to 
aat, even If you can’t walk. With a SafeGoard Income Protection plan from Norwich Union Hoatthcaro however, 
you're ready to deal with those problems. If the worst over happens, K protects you against financial hardship. 
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Changing staff. . . A secretary is surprised by President Yeltsinas he passes ber at yesterday’s Moscow press conference 

Missing airmen Clinton seeks 
claim dismissed Bosnia backing 


Alex Duval Smith in Paris 

F RANCE admitted yester- 
day that it had no idea of 
the whereabouts or 
health of two airmen shot 
down seven weeks ago during 
a Nato bombing raid over 
Pale, the Bosnian-Serb strong- 
hold near Sarajevo. 

After weeks of silence their 
plight was highlighted by the 
Bosnian-Serb leader, Radovan 
Karadzic. 

During a visit to Belgrade 
by the French foreign minis- 
ter. Herve de Charette. Mr 
Karadzic announced that the 
missing airmen had been kid- 
napped from a hospital 
"either by bounty hunters or 
Bosnian Muslims''. 

The claim was described as 
"grotesque" by one of Mr De 
Charette' s aides. "Either the 
two pilots are dead and he 
[Karadzic] does not want to 
say so. or he is making fun of 
us. Could you possibly Imag- 
ine that Bosnian Muslims 
would kidnap them?" said the 
aide. 

French foreign ministry i 
sources said they had "no 
idea" whether the men were 
dead or alive and that Mr Kar- | 
adzlc's claim had just "mud- 
dled the waters”. 

Separately, the French de - 1 
fence ministry was at pains to 
stress that the airmen's disap- I 
pearance would not affect i 
French proposals to maintain i 
Its troop numbers in former 1 
Yugoslavia as part of a future I 
multinational force. 


There has been no public 
outcry in France nor a blow- 
by-blow media account af the 
search for Captain Frederic 
Chiffot and Lieutenant Jose 
Souvignet since they were 
shot down during the early 
raids of Operation Deliberate 
Force. 

The reason is partly that rel- 
atives of French army person- 
nel are instructed not to talk to 
the media and the men were I 
not named until a month after 
their disappearance. 

Capt Chiffot and Lieut Sou- i 
vig net, from Nancy, eastern 
France, were on a mission to 
bomb a Pale munitions fac- 
tory when their Mirage 2000 
came under missile attack 
from the ground. The men 
ejected and it was a week be- 
I fore the US launched an air- 
reconnaisance mission over 
the region. 

A few day's later, Paris- 
Match magazine published 
pictures of the men, flanked 
by their Serb captors. 

The French foreign and de- 
fence ministries admit to hav- 
ing no news of the two men 
since September 9 when the 
authorities in Pale claimed 
that they were alive in hospi- 
tal The Red Cross has also 
foiled to make contact with 
them. 

• Two Bosnian Serb journal- 
ists detained by the govern- 
ment last month are dead and 
their bodies are to be ex- 
changed for two Turkish jour- 
nalists who are being held by 
the Serbs, the United Nations 
said in Sarajevo yesterday. 


Martin Walker in 
Washington and 
| Julian Borg er in Zagreb 

P resident bui Clinton 
pushed ahead yesterday 
with his uphill drive to 
get Congress to approve the 
sending of 20,000 US troops to 
help enforce a peace agree- 
ment in Bosnia, saying the 
force faced "a commitment in 
the range of a year”. 

But he said that before he 
could promise unequivocally 
that the mission would last no 
more than a year, “I want to 
know what the peace agree- 
ment is finally, and I want to 
have a very high level of con- 
fidence that I can mate that 
commitment and keep it." 

Mr Clinton has a wall of 
scepticism to scale among pol- 
iticians eager to avoid taking 
the blame if the Bosnia mis- 
sion becomes a quagmire. 

Despite sending bis secre- 
taries of state and defence, 
and the chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff, to woo four 
congressional hearings this 
week, the president has won 
no new support. 

"I have yet to meet a single 
member of either party who 
has been convinced by the ad- 
ministration’s briefings so 
for," the House speaker. Newt 
Gingrich, said yesterday. 

Although Mr Clinton can 
deploy the troops to Bosnia on 
his own authority as com- 
mander- in -chief, he needs 
congressional authorisation 
for the estimated $1.5 billion 


(£1 billion) the peacekeeping 
mission would cost. The pos- 
sibility of getting Islamic 
countries to help finance die 
operation would still leave 
the White House in the politi- 
cal plight of risking US lives 
in an operation condemned 
by many in Congress. 

Although fighting has sub- 
sided In much of Bosnia 
under the ceasefire. Western 
diplomats said yesterday that 
2,000 Muslims are missing 
after the latest Serb campaign 
of ethnic cleansing in north 
Bosnia, and are either dead or 
are about to be killed. 

The US human -rights inves- 
tigator in the Balkans, John 
Shattuck. said there was “sub- 
stantial prima facie evidence 
of war crimes" committed in 
I recent weeks by Bosnian Serb 
soldiers and Serbian paramili- 
| taries led by the warlord 
Zeijko “Arkan" Raznatovic. 

Mr Shattuck said that more 
1 than 6,000 Muslims had been 
brutally expelled from the 
area, and 2 . 000 , mostly draft- 
age men, were unaccounted 
for. He said that according to 
survivor s, 100 had been killed 
In the Serb-held town of Bo- 
sanski Novi and several hun- 
dred executed in a cement fac- 
tory near San$ki Most. 

Western diplomats said 
they had reason to believe 
large-scale executions were 
under way. Mr Shattuck said 
there had been several sight- 
ings of the Bosnian Serb’ 
leader, Radovan Karadzic, in 
towns where ethnic deansing 
was taking place. 


Court lifts mantle of secrecy 


John Carvel looks at the judgment in 
which the European Court finds that the 
EU council illegally withholds documents 


T HE mantle of secrecy 
over the inner workings 
of the European Union’s 
most powerful and unelected 
legislative body — the Coun- 
cil of Ministers — was lifted 
yesterday at the European 
Court in Luxembourg. 

The verdict in favour of the 
Guardian, in a case taken 
against the the council fo- 
cused on the simplest and 
most easily proved of live ar- 
guments which showed that 
officials and ministers were 
breaking community law. 

The Guardian said the 
council was operating an un- 
lawful ban on the release of 
minutes of meetings, thereby 
preventing the release of 
national points of view which 
have emerged during the 
council's deliberations and 
decisions on EU legislation. 

Robin Cook, the shadow fbr 
eign secretary, said U was “a 
significant if limited victory 
for those who have cam- 


paigned to end secrecy in the 
European Union”. 

"Since the collapse of com- 
munism, die Council of Min- 
isters is now the only body in 

Europe that passes laws in 
secret Our own government 
I has connived in that shame- 
ful practice by foiling to insist 
on greater openness, ” he said. 

Despite having a code of 
conduct which promises 
European citizens “.the widest 
passible access to docu- 
ments”, the council had uni- 
laterally decided that the con- 
fidentiality of its discussions 
would always take prece- 
dence over the public’s right 
to know. 

The council’s lawyers 
maintained that there was no 
automatic policy of prevent- 
ing the release of documents. 
But five judges on the Conrt 
of First Instance, the Junior 
branch of the European 
Court ruled effectively that j 
they were lying. 


They noted that the code of 
public access laid down spe- 
cific reasons why some docu- 
ments would definitely be 
withheld — If disclosure 
might threaten public secu- 
rity, international relations 
or the stability of financial 
markets, for example. 

Disclosure of documents 
could also be resected “to pro- 
tect the confidentiality of the 
| council’s proceedings”. But 
this was not obligatory. 

"The council enjoys a dis- 
cretion as to whether or not 
to refuse a request for access 
to documents, relating to its 
proceedings” the judges said. 

Denmark and the Nether- 
lands supported the Guard- 
ian’s claim that a ban was in 
force. 

The council had dismissed 
evidence from the Dutch and 
the Danes as “a minority 
view”, but the judges noted 
sarcastically that the truth 
was unrelated to any question 
of majority or minority. 

So the court ruled that file 
council “failed to exercise its 
discretion in compliance with 
the relevant provisions". : 

The Council's decision to 
withhold minutes of the Jus- 


tice and Agriculture Councils 
was annulled. 

The council had also told 
the Guardian that when it 
previously released minutes 
from the Social Affairs Coun- 
cil. it made a mistake. This 
was “owing to the novelty of 
the procedure for allowing 
public access”. 

By settling the case on the 
council's ban. the court 
steered clear of constitutional 
arguments that would have 
asserted the citizen's funda- 
mental right of access to EU 

legislative documents. 

There was no official reac- 
tion from the council last 
night. Norbert Schwaiger, its 
spokesman, said the ruling 
would be studied by the coun- 
cil’s legal experts before being 
| passed to EU ambassadors for 
1 discussion. 

The council would now 
i have to reconsider the Guard- 
ian's original request for doc- 
uments. using the criteria set 
out in the court’s judgment 
Mr Schwaiger's first reaction 
was that the documents 
should now be given. 
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Kozyrev takes nap for humiliation over Bosnia and Nato expansion 

Yeltsin prepares to sack 
his foreign minister 


James Meek in Moscow 

B oris ybltsin 

warned his foreign 
minister Andrei Ko- 
zyrev to prepare to 
clear his desk yesterday, tell- 
ing one of the men most 
closely associated with the 
pro -western Russia of the 
early 1990s he would be 
sacked as soon as a replace- 
ment was found. 

I President Yeltsin’s an- 
nouncement; on the eve of 
Crudal Tnppfrng q with Bill 
i Clinton and Jacques Chirac, 
is an attempt to shift the 
Mame for humiliations over 
Rnunta and Nato expansion 
on to the foreign ministry. 

It is also a dear statement 
to domestic and overseas au- 
diences that Russia’s rela- 
tions with the West wifi not 
be characterised by compro- 
mise and accommodation. 

Mr Yeltsin revealed that 
the minister’s days were 
numbered In response to a 
question at a news confer- 
ence. Asked about Mr Kozyr- 
ev’s fixture, he said: “First of 
all we need to find a worth; 
candidate for the minister's i 
post" 

Mr Kozyrev, aged 44. has ' 
endured torrents of vitriol | 
from nationalists and commu- 
nists to become the longest- 1 


serving Russian minister, 
five years in the job. 

He is seen by Mr Yeltsin’s 
opponents as epitomising the 
blind enthusiasm for Weston 
values and neglect of Russian 
interests which they believe 
has made a former super- 
power into a Security Council 

yes-man. 

Since patriotic ideals be- 
came popular he has earned 
the contempt of liberals and 
pro- westerners for what they 
see as hollow and cynical at- 
tempts to fall in line with the 
nationalist mood, as when be 
warned that Moscow might 
intervene to protect ethnic 
Russians in other former 
Soviet republics. 

British officials said Mr Ko- 
zyrev's departure would be 
regretted by the Foreign Sec- 
retary, Malcolm Rifitind, with 
whom he had established a 
good rapport. But the impor- 
tant question was whether a 
change of personality would 
mean a reversal of his atti- 
tude of Russian collaboration 
with file West 

Mr Kozyrev has been seen 
in London and other western 
ca pitals as having been help- 
ful over Bosnia, embarrassed 
and sidelined by Chech enia 
and under pressure from' the ■ 
military and other hardliners 
over Nato expansion. 

Mr Kozyrev acquires his 


status as acting foreign minis- 
ter at a time when Russo- 
Western disagreements are 
stacking up dangerously. 
There is still no sign of a com- 
promise on Russian participa- 
tion in the Bosnia peacekeep- 
ing force. Confrontation over 
Nato’s right to place nuclear 
weapons on the territory of 
new member states has only 
been postponed. 

No agreement has been 
reached on changes to the 
CFE treaty, which Russia is 
set to breach next month. 
Ukraine is now saying it can- 
not fhlfii the treaty either, 
until the division of file Black 
Sea Fleet is agreed with 
Russia. 

This week Mr Yeltsin said 
that strategic arms reduction 
treaties were also under 
threat if US plans for a ballis- 
tic missile defence system 
were realised. 

It was clear from his com- 
ments yesterday that the two 
hottest of fire 30 agenda items 
set down for the Clinton meet- , 
ing would end in disagree- 
ment. Mr Yeltsin proposed 
the creation of a European Se- 
curity Council to supersede 
Nato, and, for the Bosnian 1 
peacekeeping force, a patch- 1 
work of nationally-controlled i 
military sectors. 

The countdown to Mr Ko- 1 
zyrev’s dismissal began last | 


month, when Mr Yeltsin 
harshly criticised the foreign 
ministry at another news 

conference. 

But his removal appears to 
be part of a wider strategy by 
the president to clear the min- 
isterial decks in preparation 
for a new. popular. centre-left 
government after December’s 
parliamentary elections. 

Mr Yeltsin has already 
abandoned the badly compro- 
mised prosecutor-general. 
Alexei Hyushenko, and the 
despised defence minister, Pa- 
vel Grachev, is isolated in his 
support for a return to war in 
Chechenia. 

The moderate left-wing 
Speaker of the lower house of 
parliament, Ivan Rybkin. has 
reportedly been sounded out 
for Mr Kozyrev's Job. 

Speculation continues that 
the prime minister, Victor 
Chernomyrdin, will be 
replaced by Yuri Skokov, 
leader of the dlriglste Con- 
gress of Russian Communities. 

Mr Yeltsin spoke warmly of 
Mr Skokov yesterday, while 
criticising the man expected 
to be the CRC’s presidential 
candidate in 1996, General Al- 
exander Lebed. Mr Yeltsin — 
who has not yet said whether 
be will run again — said the 
general had "authoritarian 
aspirations" which "could 
harm Russia”. 
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Spanish ‘dirty war’ inquiry ordered 


Adefa Gooch in Madrid 


T HE Spanish senate is to 
investigate the claims 
that the government 
authorised a "dirty war" 
against Basque separatist 
guerrillas, a move which 
farther discredits the 
prime minister, Felipe Gon- 
z&lez, who has denied 
knowledge of the affair. 

The upper house of the 
parliament passed a motion 
instigating the inquiry late 
on Wednesday night after a 
heated debate and by a 
single-vote margin. 

Mr Gonzalez, who is the 
subject of judicial hearings 
into the activities of the 
self-proclaimed Anti- 
Terrorist Liberation 
Groups, known as GAL, im- 
mediately denounced the 
move as "a mistake typical 
of those who do not know 
how democracy functions”. 
But the opposition con- 


servative Popular Party, 
which persuaded all politi- 
cal forces except the Social- 
ists and fjfaian nati onal 
ists to back the inquiry, 
said it would restore faith 
in the country’s democratic 
institutions. 

Several former govern- 
ment officials have been 
charged, in connection with 
the GAL’s counter-terrorist 
offensive in the mid-1980s. ' 
which led to 27 people 
being killed, 10 of whom , 
had no known links with 
tiie ETA guerrillas. 

They Include a former j 
deputy head of security af- 
fairs at the interior minis - 1 
try, an ex-head of military 
counter-terrorism opera- 
tions. and a former Social- 
ist leader in the Basque 
country. All have testified 
that the government auth- 
orised the so-called “dirty 
war” and said it is incon- 
ceivable that Mr Gonzalez 
did not know about it 



Felipe Gonzalez: Denies 
authorising death squads 

The supreme court is as- 
sessing whether there Is 
enough evidence to try the 
prime minister and two ex- 
ministers over the affair. 

These investigations, cou- 
pled with a string of cor- 
ruption scandals, prompted 
the Catalan nationalists, 
who had hacked Mr Gonza- 
lez’s minority government 


1 since the last election, to 
withdraw their support, al- 
though they agreed not to 
oust him from power until 
Spain's European Union 
presidency comes to an end 
on December 31. 

The Catalans plan to join 
the opposition in throwing 
out the government’s bad- 
get fbr 1996 when it is pre- 
sented to the lower house of 
parliament next week. 

It will be the first time 
since democracy was rein- 
stated in Spain after Gen- 
eral Franco’s death 20 
years ago that a budget has 
not been passed, and al- 
though the government can 
survive by rolling over this 
year’s budget the humilia- 
tion will be considerable. 

The senate GAL vote and 
the budget difficulties com- 
pound the attrition process 
suffered by Mr Gonzalez, 
who has said be will call a 
genera] election next 
March, a year early. 


FOR A PERFECT MAIN 
COURSE. AND £100 OFF 
FOR STARTERS. 
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Martin Walker In Washington finds that $4 "fcWm of ™ advertising buys a lead in the polls 

Money shouts in Republican contest 


nim 





|)3E rich have taken 
command of the battle 

for the Republican 
Party presidential 
.inartful spending large 
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Ariana Stassinopnlons: 
opposing Senator Dole 


..it a of money to boost 
■ chances or those of their 
Bayourite candidates. 

The publishing magnate 
Steven Forbes has ma naged 
to buy himself a sudden surge 
ini the opinion polls -while one 
oB the richest women Is 
United States politics 

launched a movement yester- 
day to stop the front-runner, 
the Senate majority leader, 
Robert Dole. 

Fresh from losing $30 mil- 
lion (£19 minion) -in her hus- 
band's bid for a US Senate 
seat from California, Ariana 
HufiQngton (formerly Ariana 
Stassinopnlons, an ex-presi- 
dent of the Cambridge Union) 
is now leading the charge 


Clinton promises 
to fight Gingrich 
bill on Medicare 


Martin Walker 
In Washington 


N ewt gingrich. 

Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, 
brushed aside threats by 
President Clinton yesterday 
and confidently predicted 
that a Republican bill over- 
hauling health insurance for 
the elderly would be passed. 

”1 think weH have more 
than enough votes." said Mr 
Gingrich, architect of the bilL 
Mr Clinton promised to 
veto the bill and the Republi- 
cans' "tax-cut" budget plan, 
which be said would raise 
taxes for most families. 

"1 will not let you destroy 
Medicare, m veto this blB to 
protect the people of the 
United States,” Mr Clinton 
said, and he appealed to 
Republicans to " think again". 

"I won't let you raise taxes 
on working families." he said, 
citing a new report from the 
Republicans' congressional 
committee which admitted 
that 51 per cent of taxpaying 
families would have their 
taxes increased by the Repub- 
lican budget, despite a prom- 
ised $500 (£333) tax credit for 
each child. 

Households earning less 
than $30,000 a year, which ac- 
counts for 51 per cent of all 
taxpayers, would pay more 
because the Republican bud- 
get dismantles the earned in- 
come tax credit system, 
which gives tax rebinds to the 
working poor. 

"These bills undermine our 
values — to support families, 
to support work, to care for 
our seniors," Mr Clinton said. 
He blamed the extreme con- 
servative wing of the Republi- 
cans in Congress for forcing 
the long-awaited confronts- . 
tion between the White House 
and Congress. 

Mr Clinton also appealed to 


Republicans to raise the 
national debt ceiling and 
allow the treasury to honour 
its obligations to pay 
$25 billion in interest on the 
debt next month. 

The national debt Is near 
the legal limit of $4,900 bil- 
lion, but Republican congress- 
men are refusing to raise it 
until Mr Clinton passes then- 
budget to eradicate the federal 
budget deficit w ithin seven 
years. 

After a similar appeal from 
Alan Greenspan, chairman of 
the federal reserve, who 
warned that a treasury de- 
fault could have catastrophic 
global consequences. Mr 
Gingrich and Senator Robert 
Dole were looking for a com- 
promise yesterday. 

But Republican congress- 
men threatened to revolt, de- 
termined to force Mr Clinton 
to their wflL 

The House of Representa- 
tives began passing the 
successive provisions of its 
Medicare bill yesterday, 
brushing aside torchlight vig- 
ils by old people and Demo- 
crats, who claimed that the 
Republicans were cutting 
$270 billion from Medicare to 
finance a $245 billion tax cut 
for the rich. 

Mr Clinton, trying to rally 
dispirited Democrats, called 
on them to save the core of 
the Hew Deal and Great Soci- 
ety programmes on which 

their party had been bufft 
But the effect was weakened 
by his own defensiveness, as 
he backtracked on a comment 
earlier this week which sug- 
gested that he regretted rais- 
ing taxes "too much" in his 
first year in office. 

“I shouldn’t have said 
that." he conceded. "My 
mother once said I should 
never give a speech after 7 
o'clock at night, especially if 
Fm tired, and she sure turned 
out to be right” 


Florida gives cold shoulder to 
Simpson and his girlfriend 


AP In Panama CKy Beach, 
Florida 


D ESPITE rumours, the 
former US football star 
O. J. Simpson says he’s Just 
visiting this resort area and 
not looking for a new home 
to buy. Residents could not 
be happier. 

"[OurJ serenity may be 
disturbed if he moves in. 
It's just that simple," a 
retired army officer. Max 
Clark, said yesterday. 

Mr Clark's wife Wanda 
added: “I don't want him In 
here and I don’t want any 
of his friends in here." 

Mr Simpson was simi- 


larly cold shouldered in tils 
Brentwood neighbourhood 
of Los Angeles after he was 
acquitted earlier -this 
month of kttUng his former 
wife. Nicole Brown Simp- 
son, and her friend Ronald 
Goldman. 

The Clarks live in Bay 
Point, a golf and tennis 
resort where Mr Simpson 
was believed to be staying 
with his girlfriend, Paula 
BarbierL Her family lives 
in the area. 

Mr Simpson said he was 
not house-hunting. Bnt Mr 
Clark said he had heard 
that Mr Simpson wanted to 
buy a 1500,000 (£813,000) 
house in the district. 


against Mr Dole as the man 
who "doesn’t have a due". 

‘It's time for all who care 
for the revolution [of the 
Republican House Speaker, 
Newt Gingrich] to publicly 
oppose a Dole nomination and 
speed up the inevitable, leav- 
ing enough time for the tight 

pqrqinpft to emerge," she de- 
clared in yesterday’s Wall 

Street Journal. 

Mr Dole remains the front- 
runner among the 10 Republi- 
can candidates, with about 
35 per cent support, in the 
polls, followed by "unde- 
cided". The otbeT nine -candi- 
dates are all in single figures. 

But the polls suggest that 
Mr Dole would lose in a 
straight fi ght against Presi- 
dent Clinton. New Republican 
surveys suggest that Mr Dole 
and Mr Clinton score about 
the g”™ 1 * in public 


j^ofthoir character and 

J*J**ea by the growing 
that retired Gen- 
erai Cohn Powell will an- 
tiounoe his own bid for tbe 

Republican nomination next 
toonth. Mr Dole was in more 

Foundation. She also aemiged 
Mr DolB, aged 72, or dyeing 
grey out of his hair, say- 
ing that "leading a revolution 
teRang more than borrowing a 
wrttle or Grecian Formula”. 

The only candidate starting 
to surge Is the multi-million- 

Many Republican donors are sitting on 
their wallets and waiting for General 
Colin Powell to announce his own bid 

trouble yesterday, reversing 
an earlier refusal to accept 
political donations from gay 
Republicans. 

"This level of pandering 
beggars belief,” sniffed Mrs 
Buffington from her new 
perch at the highly conserva- 
tive Progress and Freedom 

tore Mr Forbes, never elected 
to any political post but al- 
ready plunging $4 million 
into television advertise- 
ments. mainly in Washington 
ana the first primary state of 
New Hampshire. The ads, 
trumpeting his plan to abol- 
ish income tax, have pushed 


him ahead of another conser- 
vative. Senator Phil Gramm. 

Money is becoming the cru- 
cial issue for the Republicans. 
Mr Gramm’s fading campaign 
suffered a new setback when 
the Federal Election Commis- 
sion published its quarterly 

fund-raising report this week, 
showing that he spent more 
money than be raised and 
raised less money than the 
conservative columnist, Pat 
Buchanan. The former Ten- 
nessee governor Tjimar Alex- 
ander is down to less than 
$1 million In his warchest, as 
many Republican donors sit 
on their wallets and wait for 
Gen Powell 

“Powell gets half a step 
closer every week.” said Mr 
Gingrich yesterday, hinting 
that he might run. "If he 
doesn’t rein, I’d look at it 
much more seriously." 



Lou is Farra kh an, leader of the Nation of Islam, basks in the afterglow of his Million Man March and tells a press 
conference an black voter registration that his movement will become a third political force* photograph; ron thomas 


News in brief 


Rwanda killing 
charges soon 

P ROSECUTORS investigat- 
ing the Rwandan genocide 
say the first indictments will 
be issued before the end erf the 
year, writes Chris McGreal in 
Johannesburg. They win de- 
mand the arrest of officials 
who organised the slaughter 
of hundreds of thousands erf 
Tutsis last year. 

The chief prosecutor. Judge 
Richard Goldstone, issued a 
statement yesterday saying 
the tribunal was making pro- 
gress after months of delays 
because of lack of funds. 

The entire leadership of 
Rwanda, including the former 
president, his cabinet and 
army chiefs, fled the country 
after, their defeat. Most have 
remained in the region. It is 
likely that the first indict- 
ments will be issued against 
officials of the former Hutu 
regime who are finding shel- 
ter In Zaire or Kenya. 

Zaire has openly sided with 
the exiled Hutu extremists 
and President Daniel arap 
Mol of Kenya, has publicly 
condemned the Rwanda tribu- 
nal as biased. 


Italian minister suffers no-confidence vote 

|TALY’S senate withdrew 


I confidence from the Justice 
minister, Filippo Mancuso. 
yesterday in a vote that deep- 
ened political differences over 
the work of the country's 
anti-corruption magistrates. 

A no-confidence motion 
called on Mr Mancuso to quit 


because of bis attempts to dis- 
cipline Milan’s elite prosecu- 
tors, spearhead of the judicial 
assault that toppled Italy's old 
governing class. 

It was passed by 173 votes to 
three with 83 abstentions. 

The centre-right Freedom 
Alliance of former prime min- 


ister Silvio Berlusconi boy- 
cotted the ballot In protest 
It was the first time in Italy 
since 1890 that an individual 
minister had lost a no-confi- 
dence vote ' and it was not 
dear whether Mr Mancuso. 
aged 73, would respect the 
result and resign. — Reuter. 


Islamists aim 
to oust Gadafy 

A previously unknown Mus- 
lim group claimed responsi- 
bility yesterday for unrest in 
Libya earlier this year and 
said it was taking its war to 
topple Muammar Gadafy into 
the open. 

The group calling itself The 
ting Islamic Group in 
said in a statement sent 
to a news agency in Cairo that 
it was the utmost duty of all 
Muslims in Libya to oust Col- 
onel Gadafy and Impose 
sharia law. — Reuter. 

Join the club 

Britain yesterday defended 
the decision to allow the West 
African state of Cameroon to 


An Inaugural Offer 

7 NIGHTS AT THE VICTORIA FALLS FROM£515.00 


JLn December «e shall commence the first, 
of our Right series from London Gatwick to 
Lusaka for the magnificent Victoria Falls. 

Here the weary traveller will find accom- 
modations aral siflhti that not only surpass 
that nf other areas but probably offer a 
grealerMnseof heinjf thananywhereeise 
on earth. 

Not surprisingly David Livingstone, when 
he stumbled across the Falls in 1855. re- 
marked that 'sights so lovely must have 
been (Suction byangets intheir(lig«‘.The 
Victoria Pklls isa marvellous place both to 
relax in a temperate climate and to use as 
a base from which to explore with visits to 
the Fills themselves and the little town of 
Victoria FaiK In addition you may take a 
Zambezi cruise, enjoy local and regional 
game viewing in itwange or Chobe (Bot- 
swana) with much besides. 

On a selected number of departures we are 

making available just 20 seats at a special 
inaugural offeroTbetuvenX515andI595 
fora 7-night. 4ayal the comfortable. 4-star 
The Smoke that Thunders' Hotel Living- 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1995/96 per person in a twin 
D« 19. 26X575 -Jan 2.915)5 
JanI&ZLE25-Jan3fii535 
Feb 6, l3.20JC545-Frb27£555 
Mar 5, 12X565 - Mar 19. 26JE575 
Apr2X595-Apr9. 16.23.30X575 
Single room supplements 60 
[single twin share £50) 

TMBhcMca:nlmiiflif£ib.indtaittfcT&.7 nijjUs' 
acrenmndatiansna bed sad bmUbt tab. semen 
at* krai hwL NgtieduM rearanee. *rpart tor*. 
■UIphcesmwbjKtlMtanK. 

0171-6163000 


stone, the closest hotel to the Falls themselves. It has air- 
conditioning. a garden, swimming pool, two restaurants and 
barsandall bedrooms are comfortably furnished with ensuile 
hath rooms. 

Thbofierrepreserdsasavingofmany hundreds of pounds from 
the original tariff and is available only on a strict first-come 
first-served basis. Interested travellers should therefore con- 
tact us as soon as possible- 


Y5V 


VOYAGeSjUiES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square. . 
londonNWl 6 QG 

LlA ABTAV16S 1 ATOUCOR 


Tmd 

□or rificeurt opeotta Idohonr reovatim 
•n%ta»%nntP?i«naft!a! «rtfen*b%rato*5»n. 
Farflcnand aStn. purofter hwiraiCMm lojpm 
MHUifuWteiblpiilUunbp. 


Join the Commonwealth de- 
spite complaints that it 
should have been disqualified 
by its poor record on demoo- 
racy and human rights, Ian 
Black writes. 

Movie mogul held 

Giancario Parretti. the ousted 
former owner of Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer, was arrested In 
Los Angeles on Wednesday by 
federal agents acting on an ex- 
tradition request from 
France, officials said. The 
Italian financier is alleged to 
have misused company as- 
sets. — Reuter. 

Boost for Kaunda 

The Zambian government has 
dropped its investigation into 
whether former president 
Kenneth Kaunda ruled the 
country Illegally as a Mala- 
wian for six years, state radio 
reported yesterday. The 
police minister said the in- 
quiry had been halted “until 
further notice”. — Reuter. 

Aids gang busted 

Italy has closed a legal loop- 
hole, repeatedly exploited by 
a bankrobbing trio dubbed 
the "Aids Gang”, that banned 
terminally ill crooks from 
being sent to Jail, letting them 
commit crimes with impu- 
nity. — Reuter. 


Census raises 
Orthodox ire 


AA rabbi is urging obser- 
vant Jews to boycott the 
forthcoming census be- 
cause, he says, gay couples 
will be counted on the same 
basis as married heterosex- 
uals, writes Derek Brown Ut 
Jerusalem. 

Mordecbai Eiiahu. the 
former chief rabbi of the 
Sephardic community (de- 
scendants of the Jews ex- 
pelled from Spain in 1492), 
told the government yester- 
day that no decent Jew 
could countenance partici- 
pating In what he called a 
"defiling” exercise. 

The current chief rabbis 
of the Sephardic and Ash- 
kenazy (Western Jews) 
communities have ap- 
proved the census, the first 
for 12 years. But several 
sects of haredim (ultra-ob- 
servant Jews) are unhappy 
with the questionnaire 
forms, which allow respon- 
dents to give dates from the 
Christian calender. 

Hardline settlers in the 
occupied territories added 
their weight to the boycott 
movement yesterday. 



o 


Who was the Walras? 
That’s been a question on 
the lips of rock historians 
these past 25 years. But 
rtow.l can tell you. The 
Walrus was Roy Hattersley 
Bel Uttlejohn 
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19 year old 
Vahda was 
one of several 
girls dragged 
off a busby 
armed men. 
They took 
them away at 
gunpoint 
reportedly 
saying "We'll 
make some 
fine little 
babies with 
these girls". 
The girls have 
"disappeared." 

Some of client were only schoolgirls The youngest 
was fourteen. The men who stole them away to rape 
them thought, it seems, they were somehow less 'than 
human, for rheir pleas and cries aroused no piry. 

It is a despicable fact rltar in former Yugoslavia, 
women - particularly Muslim women - have become 
rargets for rape. And while most perpetrators are 
Serbian, soldiers oF all sides have become rapists 
Dare we hope rhar rlic girls at least escaped with 
their lives? We don't know if they arc still alive and 
neirher do their parents 
They simply vanished. 

If a person is dead, you can mourn them. But 
when, year after year, there is only silence, then hope 
itself becomes a poison that keeps the agony alive. 

This is why Amnesty works with the families of 
the disappeared", calling on the authorities to account 
for missing people, to rracc lost loved ones, to re- 
unite people where it is possible and when it is not. to 
allow the bereaved the consolation of grief. 

If rhcTe is to be Listing pence in former Yugoslavia, 
this work is esscnrial Please support Amnesty. 

Join us or make a donation here and now. 

Today is Friday 20 October. 
How many more days, 
how many more deaths, 
before you join us? 

jT wish to become a member of Amnesty International 
I enclose; S21 Individual LI 127 Family □ 
i7 .511 Student □ Under 22 Pi Claimant 0 Senior Citizen O 
J wfch to donate £500 □ JL25U LJ 1100 CJ 150 □ 125 □ £10 □ 
Other I enter my Arcess/Vin/Mastercatd No: 
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To join or make a donation, please call: 

0345 611 116 
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Battling until the bell 

Howard’s World has no errors and no apologies 


IMAGINE you were Michael Howard 
yesterday. You have been accused of 
lying to Parliament. Your normal 
friends have abandoned you. The Daily 
Telegraph in an editorial entitled "No 
escape for Howard” has condemned you 
for a failure of leadership conclu- 
ding: "He cannot claim credit for being 
tough unless he also accepts that the 
buck stops not with the director general 
(of prisons) but with him .” The Times’s 
columnists, Simon .To mkins and Wil- 
liam Rees-Mogg, have been even cruel- 
ler. In the words of Rees-Mogg: "A very 
political home secretary who is rather 
bad at politics”. The people closest to 
your office are openly criticising you: i 
the prison director you sacked, the i 
acting prison director, the chief inspec- 
tor of ptisans, the prison governors, 
and even anonymous civil servants. 1 
The other parts of the criminal justice I 
system — the judiciary and probation 
service — are equally contemptuous. 
The official inquiry into the prison 
security, which you set up, has exposed 
the offence which you have always 
denied: your day-to-day interference in 
prison management. 

So how do you perform? The Opposi- 
tion, which kicks off, claims to have a 
“smoking fax” and indeed produces 
one: the confidential minutes of the 
meeting you had with the Director 
General over the sacking of the Park- 
hurst prison governor. They show be- 
yond doubt the denials you have made 
about your interference in the sa ckin g 
are false. The minutes reveal you were 
dissatisfied with the Director's initial 
proposal, that the meeting was ad- 
journed so that the Director could think 
again, and that the final outcome fol- 
lowed your own preferences. There 
may be nothing wrong with a home 
secretary taking such a strong line, but 
your problem is that you have always 
denied being involved in the decision. 
The prison service code of conduct says 


I disciplinary action should remain in 
the director’s hands. 

So how do you perform? With trepida- 
; tion. hesitation, and a glimpse of guilt? 
Not a bit of it, if you are Michael 
Howard. There was not a single mo- 
ment of hesitation, shame or guilt Not 
a moment of self-doubt or uncertainty. 
The Home Secretary remained su- 
premely self-confident and self-satis- 
fied. He said he was going to enjoy the 
occasion, and enjoy the occasion he did. 
Self-evidently so. He smirked and 
smiled through the whole debate. 

Like many ideologues, Michael How- 
ard has created his own reality. He has 
substituted his own definition of reality 
for truth. It makes him psychologically 
impregnable. Even the most damning 
questions — and he dodged one awk- 
ward one seven times yesterday — . 
leave him undaunted. By defining real- 
ity to fit his own view of events, he is 
indestructible: never needing to admit 
error or even apologise for failure. Of 
apologies and admissions there was not 
one. It’s supposed to be easy to make a 
man confess the lies he tells to himself; 
the hard bit is supposed to be making 
him confess the truth. With Michael 
Howard, the first is as hard as the 
second. As the Americans would say: to 
treat your facts with imagination is one 
thing ; to imagine your facts is another. 
Or. as Thoreau noted, it takes two to 
speak the truth — one to speak and 
another to hear. 

The row is not over yet There is still 
the law suit initiated by Derek Lewis, 
the sacked director general. The courts 
will not be so supine as the backbench 
Tories whose votes saved Mr Howard 
last night The prison service and Mr 
Howard will remain locked in conflict 
Meanwhile, a prisoner died In a body 
belt in a Dartmoor cell on Tuesday. A 
prisoner commits suicide every six 
days. But the political distractions roll 
on with the prisoners forgotten. 


Labour shuffles its shadows 

The message is the detail, like the pivotal role of Mr Dewar 


THERE were all too few aces in the 
hand which Tony Blair was dealt in the 
shadow cabinet elections on Wednes- 
day. Yet the shuffle which emerged in 
between the prison debate dramas in 
the chamber yesterday takes a surpris- 
ing number of parliamentary tricks, 
especially at junior ministerial level 
where Labour has been looking con- 
spicuously weak for some time. This is 
the right time to make as many second 
tier changes as possible, setting a num- 
ber of careers firmly on a path towards 
government, and clearing out a genera- 
tion whose achievements are doomed to 
have peaked in opposition. The team 
elected on Wednesday may lead Labour 
izzto this election, but the names pro- 
moted by Mr Blair to junior ministerial 
rank this week will probably lead the 
party into the next one. 

In the front line, Margaret Beckett for 
Jack Cunningham at trade and indus- 
try is an undoubted plus, installing one 
of Labour’s toughest performers in a 
key political conflict zone and present- 
ing a much more serious challenge to 
the relatively untested but highly rated 
Ian Lang. Harriet Hannan for Mrs 
Beckett at health is a well judged move 
too, pitting the former employment 
shadow against the cabinet’s most im- 
pressive liberal Tory Stephen Darrell in 
a field which suits her. Chris Smith for 
Donald Dewar at social security is a 
very necessary guarantee that serious 
tfii-nking about the future of the welfare 
state will continue where Donald 
Dewar left off. The chief disappoint- 


ment is that Mr Cunningham should 
have been given national heritage, a 
department for which he does not seem 
temperamentally suited. 

The most intriguing and important 
decision for the long term fixture of the 
Blair Labour Party could well be the 
choice of Mr Dewar as chief whip. It is a 
decision which mystifies many. Mr 
Dewar is a top flight debater — long ago 
at Glasgow University he used to cany 
all before him in harness with John 
Smith — who has shadowed and mas- 
tered the vital social security field since 
the last general election. Mr Dewar is 
one of the frontbenchers whom the 
Conservatives most fear across the des- 
patch box. To confine such a talent 
behind the scenes, where his forensic 
skills will only be on private display, is 
a calculated risk, to put it mildly. 

Yet Mr Dewar will still make political 
waves in his new post. Mr Blair needs a 
top ra nke r as chief whip, someone with 
acute antennae and astute judgment. 
He needs him even now in opposition, 
to improve his lines of communication 
with Labour MPs who are not necessar- 
ily his to command, as this week’s 
voting shows. And he will need h im 
even more in government, especially if 
Labour takes office with a small major- 
ity or even in a minority. The impor- 
tance of Mr Dewar’s Scottishness to 
getting Labour’s devolution plans 
through parliament may have been ex- 
aggerated, What could matter most in 
the end is that he knows the Liberals 
well and that they like him. 


Flinging open Europe’s doors 

The bureaucrats have nothing to lose but their secrecy 


TRANSPARENCY was the magic wand 
waved after Maastricht by EU heads of 
government to charm back public confi- 
dence. New freedom of information 
rules seemed to offer ordinary citizens 
the chance to discover what really went 
on in the Council of Ministers. Citizen 
John Carvel — then our European Af- 
fairs Editor — put in a modest request 
tor papers on a debate over child 
labour. Only some papers were sup- 
plied — and then the Council ruled that 
even that was a mistake. It took refuge 
in a blanket exclusion clause denying 
access in order to protect “the confiden- 
tiality of its proceedings’’. It was the 
classic circular argument: proceedings 
should remain confidential because 
otherwise they would not be so. That is 
why Citizen Carvel and the Guardian 
took the Council to Court. 

Yesterday’s decision is a victory for 
the fundamental principle that a legis- 
lative body should not take decisions in 


secret There is no doubt that the Coun- 
cil of Ministers is such a body with its 
wide powers in contrast to the limited 
ones of the European Parliament This 
logic was recognised by the Parliament 
Itself and by Denmark and the Nether- 
lands: the Guardian is very grateful for 
their support The Court’s decision now 
obliges the Council to release those 
documents it has so far withheld and 
imposes a moral obligation to fling the 
doors open in ftiture. We do not ques- 
tion legitimate grounds for secrecy 
such as public security. But member 
states should not be so coy about their 
deliberations. Earlier this month the 
EU ministers accepted a new code eas- 
ing publication of minutes. The timing 
was hardly by accident But it is still 
too easy for them to club together and 
decide that "exceptional circum- 
stances” demand secrecy. It will need 
further efforts before transparency be- 
comes more of a habit than a slogan. 



Letters to the Editor 


The buck doesn’t stop 


UGO Young is entirely 
wrong to say that Lord 
Carrington need not 
have resigned and could have 
"brazened tt out” after the 
Falklands invasion (Commen- 
tary, October 19). Such a com- 
ment could come only from 
one who was neither to Gov- 
ernment nor even Parliament 
at the time. And rests on little 
more than the assumption 
that because a person is hon- 
ourable (true in Carrington's 
case) toen that most be why 
they behaved honourably. 

Immediately after the inva- 
sion the whole Tory Party 
were determined to have 
blood — Argentine blood, cer- 
tainly, but first that of others 
close to hand. Carrington's 
fate was sealed at a joint meet- 
ing of the Foreign and Defence 
committees to which John 
Nott (Defence Secretary) was 
also summoned. The two had 
been combined by die Whips 
as a (futile) ploy to dilute 
indignation. 

I have an extensive record 
in my (unpublished) Diaries. 
The tone was set by the pres- 
ent leader of the Lords, Robert 
Cranbome. Every speaker, ■in- 
cluding myself, was criticaL 
The reality is, if the Executive 
of the 1922 Committee say that 
a minister has had it, no thing 
will save him. The same thing 
happened to Leon Brittan dur- 


ing the Westland affair and. de 
minimis, to David Mellor. I am 
not aware cf any equivalent 
process in the Labour Party. 

None of this detracts from 
Hugo Young's basic tr uth , that- 
“responsibility is not about 
honour or legality but entirely 
about power’’. It is just that 
file power (of censure) can 
sometimes repose in unex- 
pected places. 

Rt Hon Alan Clark. 

Sakwood Castle, 
KantCTZUQU. 

T HE unprecedented writ 
for wrongful dismissal 
saved by Derek Lewis is a 
dramatic example of the con- 
fusion into which the idea of 
ministerial accountability has 
now sunk. We have been told 
entflessly that we can rely 
upon Parliament to call minis- 
ters to account. The creation 
of Next Steps agencies has 
reduced accountability as 
ministers direct questions 
towards the new agency 
heads. The separation of pol- 
icy and operations now looks 
increasingly bogus. 

In the absence of fundamen- 
tal reforms it is now vital that 
the powers of Select Commit- 
tees be strengthened. They 
should be entitled to see the 
frill range of advice tendered 
to ministers and have the 
right to question civil ser- 


vants directly, in eluding Next 
Steps agencies. 

Andrew Puddephatt. 
Director. Charter 88. 

3-11 Pine Street, 

London EC1R OJH. 

A pparently very senior 
civil servants are obliged 
to lie before Select Commit- 
tees — those last bastions for 
enquiry on behalf of os. the 
public — if a Secretary of 
State demands it, a demand 
presumably not made by fax. 
If Select Committees cannot 
get at file truth because of 
this, Michael Howard's great- 
est contribution may be that 
he forced Derek Lewis to take 
him to the High Court 
Tim Symonds. 

9 Potteme Wick, 

Devizes, Wiltshire. 

IMffHERE does this leave 
IV the highly paid Perma- 
nent Secretaries? Can Sir 
Robin Butler reveal their per- 
formance targets? 

David Kennedy. 

15 Cleasby Road, 

Menston. Dkley LS29 6JB. 

WIFhaT does Anne Widde- 
VI combe do to be known as 
"prisons minister’? Or is she 
neither policy nor operations? 
C A Banks. 

58a BirkhaD Road, 

London SE6 1TE. 



Talent nurtured in the stacks 


N support of David McEie's 
strictures on the closure of 
libraries (Comment page, Oc- 
tober 18), several famous men 
have climbed their first rung 
of the ladder in free libraries, 
open for long hours. 

The late Sir Neville Cardus 
left school almost illiterate. 
He read the English classics 


in his local free library in 
Manchester. He went on to be 
the cricket correspondent and 
music critic for the Manches- 
ter Guardian, writing scintil- 
lating prose, setting a new 
standard in both fields. 

W R Haines. 

262 Kirkdale, 

London SE26 4SB. 


Tragic Miss A 


E vidence from witnesses 
who survived events at 25 
Cromwell Street shows os 
how very vulnerable children 
and young people are when 
they don’t have caring 
parents. An example of this is 
witness “Miss A” f Jekyll and 
Hyde tormentor’ of Cromwell 
Street, October 17), sexually 
abused by her tether and 
brother at age 12. Her parents 
divorced and she was taken 
into care when at is. 

She said sbe could not tell 
anyone what had happened to 
her (rape) or what she bad 
seen (an even younger girl 
being raped) at No 25 at the 
age of IS “because she did not 
have a close relationship with 
her mother”. 

What else has to happen in 
our society before we accept 
that being unwanted, and 
therefore more likely to be ex- 
posed to traumas as Mias A 
was, can cause psychological 
damage that is unlikely to be 
repaired and might multiply 
in the next generation, de- 
grading not only those di- 
rectly involved but the whole 
of our society? What courage 
Miss A must have, to have 
gone through multiple 
trauma and be prepared to go 
through it again in court. 
Heather Kay. 

(Counsellor wife survivors 
of sexual abuse.) 

Parkfield House, 

Altrincham WA142AL. 


Please Include a full postal 
address and daytime telephone 
number in all letters 


Dying hope 

ML S Michael Simmons (The 
#%love of their lives, Octo- 
ber 18) says, fee UK is a world 
leader in caring for termi- 
nally ill people. This is doe 
particularly to the unstinting 
efforts of fiie hospice move- 
ment We recognise the con- 
tribution hospices make to 
the quality of life in ha final 
stages and their funding from 
Government has increased 
sixfold in fee last four years, 
from £8m to £48zel 
Palliative medicine Is a new 
speciality and it will take 
time to build up a large body 
of doctors and nurses specifi- 
cally trained to care for dying 
people. However. British 
standards of care are rightly 
world-famous. Dr Anne Nays- 
mith knows (for she has 
attended the Specialist Work- 
force Advisory Group) feat 
the Government is currently 
improving fee planning of 
specialist medical training, to 
make it more sensitive to 
need. We are increasing train- 
ing places for palliative care 
doctors as test as is possible 
without compromising educa- 
tional standards. 

ft is quite untrue that hos- 
pitals nowadays merely drug 
dying people into insensibil- 
ity. This suggestion belittles 
the skills and dedication of 
those professionals involved 
and fee difference they make 
to dying people In their care. 
Baroness Cumberlege. 
Under-Secretary of 
State for Health. 

79 Whitehall 
London SW1A 2NS. 


Balls, bets and 
a brickbat 


D EVON Malcolm is shown 
on your sports pages (Oc 
tober 19) holding the Union 
Flag upside down, an interna- 
tional distress signal This 
does not bode well for Eng- 
land’s winter tour. 

Ian Williamson. 

21 Addlscombe Road, 

Margate. Kent CT9 2SE. 

I F I won the lottery I would 
pay a substantial amount to 
get this overgrown schoolgirl 
Anthea Turner, with her irri- 
tating and unnatural cheer- 
fulness, off our screens. 

Laura Woodruff. 

3 St Augustine's Place, 
Penarth. S Glam CF641BJ. 

T HE recent expulsions from 
this school took place 10 
days before the Headmasters’ 
Conference meeting, and not 
the day afterwards, as you 
imply (School hard on soft 
drugs, October 14). I usually at- 
tend the meeting but was pre- 
vented by fee sadden death of 
my chairman of governors. 
The expulsions were in accor- 
dance with the governors' 
written policy, salt to aft 
parents nearly three years ago. 
We have never received a com- 
plaint about fee guidelines. 

R S Repper. 

Headmaster, 

Wisbech Grammar School, 
North Brink. Wisbech, 

Cambs PE13 1 JX. 

G ILLIAN Shephard might 
like to refer the following 
definition to her committee 
on the use of English: 
“Hourly train services need 
not be exactly 60 minutes 

apart but may extend up to 70 
minute intervals providing 
that over 250 minutes at least 
four trains services are pro- 
vided. Half-hourly train ser- 
vices may extend up to 35 
minute intervals providing 
feat over 125 minutes at least 
four train services are pro- 
vided.” This is an extract 
from fiie draft Chiltem Line 
Passenger Service Require- 
ment, a sign of fee “service” 
after privatisation. 

Martin Smith. 

57 Bath Street, 

Abingdon. Oxon OX14 1EA. 

T HE Government must not 
be blamed for failing to 
congratulate Prof Rotblat. 
Such courtesies are purely 
operational matters. 

Bill Allen. 

7 Montrose Gardens. 

Oxshott. Surrey KT22 OUU- 


Why a million men (well, 
400,000) can’t all be wrong 


M Y HUSBAND was one of 
the 400,000 African- 
American men involved in 
fee march on Washington DC 
on Monday (Black marchers 
affirm new dream as they 
heed Farrakhan's call Octo- 
ber 17). Although much that 
Farrakhan has said is sexist, 
the request that fee march be 
attended by black men alone 
was not necessarily so. 

It is important far disad- 
vantaged groups to meet 
alone to discuss issues that af- 
fect them. The presence of 
other groups can and often 
does impede the effort to sort 
out problems. The presence of 
women at the march could 
well detract from the purpose 
of it — which is for black men 
to look at feeir own lives and 
take responsibility for them. 
Farrakhan’s call for black 
self-help does not let the US 
government off the hook. 
They have a duty to redress 
the legacy of 300 years of slav- 
ery followed by 60 years of 
segregation. 

I am not a fan of Mr Farrak- 
han either. But he has 
achieved what many thoug h t 
was impossible, the turning 
around of some of the men 
(and women) at fee very bot- 
tom of US society. 

Marcia Hutchinson. 
Huddersfield HD4 5EZ. 

H OW sad that fee nineties 
equivalent of Martin 
Luther King's march on 
Washington was ted by a fun- 
damentalist bigot and specifi- 
cally excluded women. Even 
sadder if guilty white liberals 
refrain from pointing out the 
fallacy that the “rollback of 


affirmative action and attacks 
on welfare have hit black men 
hardest” (report, October 17). 
The attack on welfare in 
America has targeted the 
black mother, not father. And 
it was women who suffered 
from a rollback of affirmative 
action on Monday's march — 
they had to stay at home and 
look after the kids. 

John Medhurst, 

London N8. 

M ANNING Marable mis- 
represents Daniel Pat- 
rick Moynihan when he 
sneers at the idea that there is 
any connection between cul- 
tural factors and fee social 
problems of poor blacks (A 
black tie occasion, October 
16). The bone of contention is 
whether the absence of 
fathers in a very high propor- 
tion of poor black homes has 
any connection with black 
adolescent mates' low levels 
of academic achievement. 
Moynihan questioned 
whether tefeeriessness might 
be an impediment to young 
men's ability to seize opportu- 
nities when they arose. Mara- 
ble would have us believe 
there is no such thing as a 
“culture of poverty” and that, 
if American society were to 
offer more opportunities to 
young black males from poor 
and fatherless families, they 
would rise up and seize them. 
This over-simplification does 
a disservice to poor black 
children who need policies 
that ameliorate the impact of 
poverty on their parenting. 
Nerys Thomas Patterson. 
University of Wales. 

Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG. 


My nuclear industry is safe 


■ WANT to demolish the 

■ canard that privatisation 
will have any adverse impact 
on nuclear safety at Britain's 
nuclear power stations (Nu- 
clear sale will hit safety, Octo- 
ber 18). I write as chairman of 
Nuclear Electric pic wife over 
40 years' experience in fee 
nuclear Industry, much of it 
directly related to safety. 

Over the past five years. 
Nuclear Electric and Scottish 
Nuclear have both achieved 
exceptionally high safety 
standards while considerably 
e nha ncing their commer cial 
performance. There can be no 
compromise on safety as a 
result of privatisation for one 
prime reason — fee Nuclear 
Installations Inspectorate will 
continue to regulate fee same 
stations in the same way to 
the same very high standards. 
In their submissions to the 
Government's Nuclear 
Review, the Nil and the 


A Country Diary 


Health and Safety Executive 
said they saw no need to 
change these arrangements. 

Both NE and SNL have an 
absolute commitment to 
safety. We have done thin by 
adopting fee best manage- 
ment practices in both fee 
safety and commercial fields. 
Performance targets for 
safety staff are not driven by 
profit. Their prime targets 
are demonstrable enhance- 
ment of safety as measured by 
a series of performance indi- 
cators given in our published 
annual Health and Safety 
reports. All our health and 
safety indicators (radiation 
dose to workers, incident sta- 
tistics etc)- are far improved 
since both companies' forma- 
tion in 1990. 

John Collier. 

Chairman. 

Nuclear Electric pic. 

Barnett Way, Barn wood, 
Gloucester GL4 7RS. 


NORTHUMBERLAND: Ten 
days ago I fell and broke three 
ribs — a very painful exper- 
ience. I am on the mend now 
but for our harvest festival 
last weekend I could only en- 
courage the stalwart helpers 
who decorate our church so 
willingly. No Climbing up lad- 
ders for me at the moment. 
Despite such a dry season 
there was a profusion of flow- 
ers and foliage weeping from 
buckets and tin baths in the 
precincts of the church and 
doubts were expressed as to 
whether our amateur fiorists 
could possibly cope. As usual 
willing hands constructed 
masterly displays on font 
statuary, pillar, cornice and 
colonnade. Apples were piled 
m profusion: it has been a 
vintage year for fruit Onions, 
turnips, cabbages and carrots 
were scattered on convenient 
ledges. At our Sunday service 
it says much for fee austere 
presence of our rector that 
the congregation were suffi- 
ciently impressed to leave off 
lootang at the decor to listen 
u , ** 0n occasions like 

this that one gives thanks for 


the happy spirit of endeax 
which prevails in a corn 
village like ours and fe: 
ities like Easter, harvest 
Christmas are valuable 
uniting the community. ■ 
corn dolly has expired ai 
new one has been made 
one of the farmers’ wive 
com dolly can be made in 
shape or form as long a 
incorporates some graln-b 
mg ears of a growing c 
This country, grows oats, 
fry. wheat and rye while 
Americans, corn sign! 
maize or sweet corn. He 
fee difference between pla 
British corn dollies made 
ditlonally of wheat and 
maize dolls mode from 
broad leaf of the sweet c 
plant. The wheat should 
cut while it is still tun 
from green to gold and t 
the heads still upright. 1 
stem between the head 
the first joint needs to 
long, hollow and a gi 
colour. The corn should 
cot close to fee ground an 
this stage « will be moist , 
can be used for plaiting. 

VERONICA HEA 
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Diary 


Matthew Norman 


The parties are deaf 
to the song of youth 


This isn't rebellion — and deem 'Hie Family vital. Both 
on a different planet from the sides are thus into housing. 


broken pavements of 1968. 
There is no alternative pro- 
spectus. There is merely a 


B ATTLE rages In north 
London, as two sitting 
Tories —John Mar- 
shall (Hendon South) and 
Hartley Booth, the poetic 
member for Finchley — 
scrap for the newly merged 
seat of Finchley and Golders 
Green. The friction began 
when both attended the 
same school function, each 
believing it to be in his own 

cons titu ency . tiittorw ural as s u m ptions. 

ness has ensued. The Booth DatAP Way are not ideologues; 

gang accuse Mr Marshall of rWlWI rather the reverse. They are 

“signing up old ladies, the _ • pretty sceptical of. and pretty 

dead and dying” to boost his PrGStOII bored by. conventional poll- 

vote at the coming selection tics (because It barely ac- 

meetrng. TheMarsballites knowledges their exist e nce hi 

respond by raUing Mr terms they recognise). They 

Booth “as dead as a dodo”. are men and. crucially. 


shrug of contempt for the old fore state. Both sides deem 
ways and the old dreams education a critical weapon 


they've seen wilt under pres- 
sure, and now prudently 


repose no faith in. Leave me places or launching a univer- 
alone. Let me get on with tt sity for industry which will 
Do not, in the name of somehow rebuild the kind of 
heaven, sell me another of industry they would like. The 


COMMENT AND ANALYSIS 9 

Backing The 
Beatles - and 
New Labour 


Both sides wish to preserve 
the National Health Service 
and the trappings of the wel- 


ls their armouries — whether 
assisting more public-school 


Commentary 


share few of the prevailing 
nostrums and reject — from 


your tacky political visions left (whether Blair or Ash- 
which win come unstuck the down or Benn) wishes to 
crucial experience What moment the borrowing restore the drooping institu- 
te requirement blips. I saw what tion of British RathrawT -St, 


nostrums and reject — from the dadiita >» requirement blips. I saw what 

experience -most of the nat- ThatcherfoU^mrT^ you did to my parente. Don't 
ural assumptions. ever-escalatine amhitiSS 1 me “p to let me down. 

=5^«JdSSS!?K _K5SEsrS!*s 


They are not idwlogues; ever-rising consumption £ « 
rather the reverse. They are snare and delusion. Go un 
pretty sceptical of. and pretty fest: come down with a bumn 
bored by, conventional poll- That your home is not your 
tics (because it barely ac- financial castle, but a pile of 
knowledges their existence hi debt That Mrs Shephard is 
terms they recognise). They right Careers, and career lad- 


ever-risine - 0n ’ Politicians seeking election 

snare < £K£? < & ^ ~ or re-election — have as yet 

fost- come dawTTttrf«*r v? up b^^ly genuflected to the new 

praematist,. They ara no 

financial castle, but a pile of 


Back comes the Booth gang. 

ridiculing Mr Marshall's 
penchant for dressing up — 
once, notably, as Little Bo 
Peep —for the cameras. Mr 
Booth insists that “John 
Marshall and 1 are friends, 
and it’s all terribly cor- 
dial,” but Mr Marshall dis- 
sents.- “Whan two col- 
leagues become rivals, they 
will not get on as well as 
nsiuL” Indeed not: now the 
Boothites accuse the Tory 
agent of going to France 
with Mr Marshall’s wife 
Suzy last Friday. “I've 
never heard so much 
rumour and innuendo,” 
said Sue Ben-Bassat “I can 
assure yon It's all a load of 
crap.” Mrs Ben-Bassat, who 
Is in France today with a 
Mrs Suzy Marshall, looks 
forward to matters being 
settled on November 1. 

S INCE leaving Health 
for the serene pas- 
tures of Heritage, Vir- 
ginia Bottomley has been 
cultivating anew image as a 
wit On Tuesday, for exam- 
ple, at the launch of a 
regional theatre sponsor- 
ship deal. Mrs Burnley de- 
scribed how she now spends 
her mornings at champagne 
breakfasts, and her eve- 
nings at concerts and plays. 
The job is so demanding, she 
added, “It makes junior 
doctors’ hours look so 
simple In comparison”. Oh, 
my aching sides. 

A FAX arrives from 
Rosemarie Abraham 
ofLttdenscbeld in 
Germany . “Dear Ladys and 
Sirs!”, she writes. “We are a 
private £an-clnb of the us- 
actor Mr Richard Chamber- 
lain. Every time we hear, 
that the Newspapers in Eng- 
land write very good 
articles about him. Unfor- 
tunately we dont can get in 
Germany. There are also in 
your journal?” Also in our 
journal there are not, bat 
perhaps we can help none- 
theless. “Is there possibili- 
ty® to give a advertismenl 
(free) in you paper?” she 
wonders. “We are veryin- 
tersted to find engl. fans of 
Mr Chamberlain to corre- 
spondent" The Diary is de- 
lighted to give a advertise- 
ment (free), and wishes all 
fans of the us-actor welL 


S AD news from Canary 
Wharf. My friend 
Simon Heffer walked 
out of the Telegraph yester- 
day after failing to get the 
editorship of the Spectator. 
In this event, it had been 
assumed that Simon would 
leave journalism to resume 
his previous career as a cat- 
walk model. Instead, 
though, he is believed to be 
heading towards the Daily 
Mail, whose editor, Paul 
Dacre, offered him £160,000 
per annum for a three-day 
week earlier this year. 


T HE wisest, the most ration who are rede fi ni n g to find a new job when you . n 

thoughtful political what living together means, lose one. But today's bank iTlOrnenT 3Tt€ 

sentence from a month and thus what marriage managers are, indeed, yester- +hca 
of a billion banalities means. If anything. Their con- day's coal miners. Hang loose. u une yOU Ccul 
came from Mrs Gillian Shep- cepts of family life have noth- Travel light. Don't get locked c;qo mminn 
hard. "Today's children look tag to do with Pride And Prej- in. Live not for the moment, nil ly 

forward to a world where not udice. They have scant but for the moment, after the 

only new jobs, but careers connection with organised one you can see coming and more th an a substantia 
themselves will change — and religion, or indeed with any for which you ought to keep nority. Their attitudes < 
change frequently.” Had foe multi-disciplinary organlsa- by a little cash. nt with other pitches to i 

Secretary of State for Educa- tion. But they aren't remotely All political parties run (majority) voters m 


are men and. cructally, dexs, have had their day. You 
women of education and aspl- may, if you’re lucky, be able 


Live not for the 
moment, but for 
the moment after 


tion of British Railways. The 
right is bigger on flag-waving 
and insulting foreigners. 

Fine: but increasingly irrel- 
evant. on all the evidence, to 
the brightest and potentially 
the best of the new genera- 
tion. Mrs Shephard, remem- 
ber, is offering them only foe 
risk and adventure of con- 
stant change and inevitable 


historians these past 35 years. 
But now I can tell you. The 
Walrus was Roy Hattersley. 

Roy had been invited along 
to the recording session in his 
lightweight white polo-neck 
and cowboy boots on the 
understanding that he would 
mime along with foe back- 
ground chorus. Alas, Roy has 
never been backward in cam- 


se lf-reliance. She says, Rp| I ittlpiohn hig forward, and Just as each 

frankly, that they're on their session was really getting go- 


Travel light. Don't get locked eMmminn 
in. Live not for the moment, COrTnny 


u io 1 1 hji i ici il di ici own. She knows the ladders ing, he would wave'his hands 

+ l,_ ba v e been knocked away. She ^ ■ A NA NA na-na-na-na, to stop the orchestra. He would 

ine One you C3J1 shrugs impotentiy at any con- na-na-na-na, na na. Na then chip in with a variety of 

___ _ _ venuonal vision of a future ■ na na na-na-na-na, na- questions and objections, 

see COming where the state promises and na-na-zia, na na. Na na na na- “Erm — excuse me, Mr Len- 

— its pledges. na-na-na. na-na-na-na, na na. non,'* he would Interject, “but 

more than * She P hard - whether Na na na . . . you know, I could might I ask — and, as one who 

mSly Theh- S® 110 ®"* 1 ? or J not ’ finally go on like this forever. Don't immersed himself in the Bard 

fit wrtth 4 teetered mto the real tell me — by now you’re sing- from his earliest years. I feel 

(maioritv^vntM^ VT te ^^ ry the ft,ture * a tend ing along with that truly unfor- duly qualified in so asking — 

stream Iff/” " ^’ lucb , sees , institutions — gettable chorus from foe im- whether, on the profound est 


A NA NA na-na-na-na, 
na-na-na-na, na na. Na 
na ua na-na-na-na, na- 


Secretary of State for Educa- tion. But they aren't remotely All political parties run (majority) voters^Main*- 
tion been allowed one further selfish — an the contrary, research programmes and all stream politics remains 
sentence before collecting her they throw themselves into of them recognise this gamut either (on foe right) the re- 
award, however, it might causes where something may of attitudes. It’s there in sur- creation of a hierarchical 
have read: “The trouble with be accomplished. They care, vey after survey — most society of comfy relation- 
all of this, though, is that it but not to order. They are In- openly and completely In ships, where money and na- 
may not work, could easily dividuals, not party hacks. Freedom’s Children, a com- tionalism run together in a 


more than a substantial mi- 


where the state promises and na-na-zia, na na. Na na na na- 
redeems its pledges. na-na-na. na-na-na-na, na na. 

Gillian Shephard, whether Na na na . . . you know, 1 could 


f?+ -:v — . ~ real mu me — uy now you re suit- 

(maf t< i° tber territory of the future, a land ing along with that truly unfor- 

K Main- which sees its institutions— gettable chorus from the Im- 


research programmes and all stream politics remain* thTrh^h ^ “ onS uT getteble chorus tram toe im- whether, on the profoundest 

of them recognise this gamut either (on tbi ™ •*>* monarchy, mortal Hey Jude. Magic, pure level, these words reflect the 

toUtie*!*, and single. and H', great to fcllr^of humm.expawce 


~ W 5 a ^ en cynical apa- see that 1996 has now been offl- or do they rather, if you will 


end in disaster, and is not foe There may be no easy word 


Freedom's Children, a com- tionalism run together in a 
prehensive attitude poll for world which market forces 


foy then flake away. 

The end of the world? No: 
because my Future Pragma- 


daily declared the year of The forgive me for opining . . J 


Beatles. 


Finally, foe group had little 


I have particular cause for choice but to pull the Walrus 


oursociety! somwfotog be- Mk to foe ££> ^^wSdtayfo^inaj^ foTfoe l^s“Sfo 

yond the present ken of the and curiosity. They're not ity of the perceptions Listed an added twist of Thatcher absorb their psJJi 8 h^ 10 m; lnfluenceon the 

political system or foe institu- stuck in some timewarp bun- above - with foe strongest lemon. Sret have to ^ a ^ ^ 

tiom it depends on. Har- ker. Life is far living. But the developing surge coming Both sides are trying to put admit with a erowine mom? ^ speech 

bonred within are millions of pragmatism — the lessons of from foe richer and the most old models of society hnrft tafoof evidence, that tw t0 ^^ 0 2^.L La H? ur C0 K^ r ' 

nTth* SSL™ evioence, mat they foe words — “NA NA NA NA- ence backwards have been 


political system or foe institu- stack in some timewarp bun- 
tLons It depends on. Har- ker. T-tfh is far living. But 


(primarily) young people who | foe present extrapolated — is I educated end of foe spectrum. ] together again. Both sides 


NA-NA-NA, NA-NA-NA-ttA, 
NA NA" — and an additional 


able to detect that self-same 
Beatles chorus popping up be- 


special audio-cassette for those tween pauses, ter “For I believe 
(Brian Jones, Tony Blackburn, that a proper education is no 


* 


Keith Moon, foe young Jeffrey 
Archer) who fell into the twin 


less than the very birthright of 
any youngster bom in this 




* 




categories of both not being country, goo goo goo ga-joo, 
able to remember foe words goo goo ga goo-goo- joo and we 
and not being able to read. The will not lightly be forgiven if 
rest of us just sang our hearts we seek to deny that insur- 
out, putting all foe meaning we mountable feet to future gen- 
could muster into those derep- erations" (my italics). 




ttvely simple lyrics. 

I was there with my then 
husband, Michael Meacher. At 
that time Mike was a real 
head-freak heavily into tie-dye, 
but he is now, of course, a lead- 


W HO else joined in on 
those famous Beatles 
sessions? It is now 
well known that the back- 
ground voices on AH Yon Need 




ing light in New Labour, at Is Love mninded Petula Clark, 
ways taking care to wear a Simon Dee, Matt Munro, 
sob er sh irt, jacket and tie over Group Captain Peter Town- 
his purple haze neckless sloop- send. Philip Larkin and Ed- 
shirt But you know, some- ward Du Cann, along with 
times when he's up an the three distinguished acadae- 
Ftont Bench arguing seasonal mire — AJP Taylor, Hugh 
ferry figures with his opposite Trevor-Roper and AL Rowse 
number I can see his fingers — who had intended to record 
drumming out an old song like a tribute to King George V but 
Whole Lotta Love, using foe who wandered into the wrong 
despatch box as a dummy-key- studio and grew carried away 
board. In feet, during a late- by foe sheer historic signifl- 
evening debate at the end of cance of it alL 
foe last Parliamentary session. Those fantastic memories of 

I could tell he had an old Bide the Fab Four come flooding 




Wakeman number on his 
brain — halfway through his 


back. Like my good friend, foe 
lovely Janet Street Porter, I 


reply to the Government White still keep my finger firmly on 
Paper he called for another the pulse of modern music, 
despatch box to be set up at and let me assure you it's not 
right-angles to his own. He dead yet Great soimds are 
then proceeded to hammer out coming from groups like Blur 
Rick Wakeman ’s magical Jour- and Oasis and loads of others 
ney To The Centre Of The such as Blur and Oasis and 
Earth in its entirety, refusing many mare: Oasis and Blur to 


all questions from the floor lest 
they interfere with the flow. 


name but two. But all these 
great new bands would be the 


T HE Spectator, we now 
know, is going to the 
Thatcher hagio- 
grapber Frank Johnson- 
But what of another of the 
Johnson quads, Boris the 
Jackal? When told about 
the editorial appointments 
by managing editor Jeremy 
Deedes, the Jackal was 
angry- “Do you mean to 
say,” he said, “that it’s 
taken yon three weeks to 
come up with that?' 
Apparently Mr Deedes then 
blanched visibly, and was 
heard to mutter something 
about needing a quick word 
with his life-insurance 
broker. 


John Carvel on how the Guardian won a famous victory over the secretive 
legislators of the EU after a three-year battle for more freedom of information 

Now read all about it 

T HE Guardian's I the parliaments of Europe — j to be taken to make the deci - 1 particular documents. In feet, | group, including I 
knockout victory at I the legislative stages of its de- sion-makzng process less we later discovered that there Austria, Greece anc 
the European Court liberations were confidential I remote. After more than a was a reason. In a panicky I times Spain, som 
in Luxembourg yes- and without a verbatim tran- year of debate, foe Council response to my tiresome de- joined in to secure a i 
terday will, we script Even the highly con- agreed a code of conduct mands. the Council laid down for the ooen camn Aft 


T HE barrister who 
served Derek Lewis's 

writ for wrongful dis- 
missal on Michael Howard 
is the much admired left- 
wing lawyer Gavin Millar. 
But whose brother-in-law 
might be be? Heavens alive, 
it's him again Mr Mil- 
lar’s sister Fiona (Today's 
chief Cherie Blair 
correspondent) just hap- 
pens to be married to AJas- 
tair “Bob’s Boy” Campbell. 
What a cosy, close-knit lit- 
tle place is the world of New 
Labour. 


quick; SHRED ajMTH£ 
BENT BANANA STVFP- 


T HE Guardian's 

knockout victory at 
the European Court 
in Luxembourg yes- 
terday will, we 
hope, have some salutary ef- 
fect on our opponents, the 
Council of Ministers of foe 
European Union. The Council 
is certainly the most powerful 
of foe ETJ institutions, hut 
there is no reason why it 
should continue to be foe 
most secretive and arrogant 
I brought the case as a pri- 
vate citizen and was sup- 
ported by the paper as an in- 
terested party. We acted 
because we thought the Coun- 
cil behaved hyprocritically 
and unlawfully when it de- 
nied us access to documents 
which should have been 
available under its freedom of 
information code. 

When I was posted to Brus- 
sels three years ago, I soon 
came to the conclusion that 

this Council operated under 
rules which were alien to the 
European democratic tradi- 
tion. While preaching the vir- 
tues of transparency, it legis- , 
lated behind closed doors. On 
most working days ministers 
would fly in from their 
national capitals to consider 
laws which, when passed, 
would he binding on the BlTs 
350 million citizens- But the 
citizens were not allowed to 
know what was being done in 
their name. 

Ea London the Eurosceptics 
tended to rant against the 
European Commission as if it 
was to blame for everything 
which diminished national 
sovereignty. They got it 
wrong. The Commission’s job 
has always been to propose 
new laws and administer ex- 
isting ones. The real power to 
decide whether legislation 
passes — and in what form — 
lay with the ministers of 
member states, subject to a 
little tinkering at the margin 
by the MEPa. To that extent 
the Council has operated like 
a parliament, but — unlike all 


the parliaments of Europe — 
the legislative stages of its de- 
liberations were confidential 
and without a verbatim tran- 
script. Even the highly con- 
densed minutes of decisions 
were classified. 

For those of us who had no 
objection in principle to the 
pooling of national sover- 
eignty to achieve common 
European goals, this secretive 
approach was an affront to de- 
mocracy. For others of a more 
Eurosceptic disposition, it 
gave grounds for deep suspi- 
cion. Of course, plenty of in- 
formation was given out on 
what went an in foe secret 
legislative sessions. The lat- 
est drafts of directives were 
leaked systematically and 
national spokesmen de- 
scended periodically to spin 
their rival lines about how 
their ministers were having 
an excellent influence. The 
journalists usually made a 
reasonable attempt at piecing 
together several sets of half- 
truths into more or less accu- 
rate reports. 

Bat the system ensured that 
a bedrock of unassailable feet 
was never available as of 
right to the citizens. It was 
never possible to state with 
absolute certainty that a par- 
ticular minister behaved in a 
particular way. The people 
could never hold their repre- 
sentatives accountable. 

At the outset this undemo- 
cratic system may have been 
unavoidable. The Treaty of 
Rome was the result of a be- 
nevolent conspiracy by the 
Elites of Europe to integrate 
their peoples to prevent them 
fighting another war. Treat- 
ing legislation as if it was a 
form of secret diplomacy was 
a part of this paternalist 
approach. 

Yet by foe autumn of 1992 
— after the Danes voted 
against the Maastricht treaty, 
and the French nearly fol- 
lowed — it became obvious to 
most of the players in the 
Brussels game that action had 


to be taken to make the deci- 
sion-making process less 
remote. After more than a 
year of debate, foe Council 
agreed a code of conduct 
promising “the widest poss- 
ible access to documents”. It 
came into force early last 
year. I was one of the first to 
put in an application under 
the code asking for three sets 
of Council minutes and sup- 
porting papers from Coreper, 
the committee of EU ambassa- 
dors which precooks the min- 
isterial agenda. 

At the end of foe month 
allowed under foe code for 
reply, I received a letter from 
a Mr Goebel, foe Council li- 
brarian responsible for foe 
freedom of information pol- 
icy, who subsequently be- 
came known to document- 
seekers as Dr No. He enclosed 
a frill set of documents from 
the Social Affairs Councils of 
October and November 1993. 1 
which formed the basis for a 
useful article about how Brit- 
ain secured an opt-out from a 
directive against the exploita- 
tion of child labour. However, 
other documents from the 
Justice and Agriculture 
Councils were withheld “to 
protect the institution's inter- 
ests in the confidentiality of 
its proceedings". 

I USED an appeal proce- 
dure to challenge this rul- 
ing. in May 1994, a month 
after the deadline for 
reply, the EU foreign minis- 
ters rejected the appeal and 
told me that the social affairs 
material had been sent by 
mistake “owing to the novelty 
of the procedure for allowing 
public access". This was the 
decision which landed the 
Council in court. Its justifica- 
tion for refusing to release the 
documents was a catch-all 
clause in the code of conduct 
which allowed it to withhold 
anything in the intereitis of 
maintaining confidentiality. 
But the Council gave no 
reason for withholding these 


particular documents. In feet, 
we later discovered that there 
was a reason. In a panicky 
response to my tiresome de- 
mands, the Council laid down 
a blanket ban on foe disclo- 
sure of any minutes which 
might reveal national points 
of view. We knew this from a 
leaked memo by the Council's 
own legal service which ad- 
mitted that officials were sys- 
tematically refusing access; 
but the memo could not be 
used in court without the 
Council’s permission. 

Proposals ■were tabled to 
give middle-ranking officials 
the power to decide which 
ministerial statements could 
safely be released. Since foe 
committee dealing with this 
matter was known in Brus- 
sels as the GAG — foe Groupe 
Affaires Generates — the 
prospects for greater open- 
ness were sounding bad. 

But help was at hand. The 
Guardian asked the European 
Par liamen t and the govern- 
ments of Denmark and foe 
Netherlands — all strong sup- 
porters of openness — to in- 
tervene formally. We knew 
that such interventions at the 
European Court were nor- 
mally limited to support for 
other member states or EU in- 
stitutions. It was unprece- 
dented for national govern- 
ments to back a citizen 
against foe other members of 
the Council of Ministers club. 
But with careful lobbying we 
secured foe help we wanted. 

The case achieved some ce- 
lebrity across much of north- 
ern Europe, particularly in 
Sweden and Finland — expo- 
nents of maximum transpar- 
ency — as those countries 
moved towards their refe r en- 
dums on joining foe EU. 
Their admission into mem- 
bership in January began to 
tilt the balance towards 
reform. Ireland Joined foe 
reformers, partly as a result 
of a revulsion against secrecy 
caused by the Irish beef- 
tribunal scandal. A middle 


group, including Britain, 
Austria, Greece and some- 
times Spain, sometimes 
joined In to secure a majority 
■ for the open camp. After more 
than a year of written plead- 
ings, foe case came up for an 
oral hearing in July. The 
Council's lawyers assured the 
judges that it never operated 
a blanket ban on disclosure of 
minutes, but the Danes and 
the Dutch said this was un- 
true. The judges harried the 
Council side with a series of 
probing questions. 

Earlier this month the 
Council agreed a Danish pro- 
posal which ought to open up 
foe minutes of fixture law- 
making sessions of foe Coun- 
cil. Yesterday the judges 
ruled that the Council cannot 
hide hfViVnii rules of proce- 
dure which gave more prior- 
ity to confidentiality than to 
citizens' rights of access. 

The court found that the il- 
legality of the ban on disclos- 
ing minutes was so clear-cut 
that it did not have to exam- 
ine the Guardian's more far- 
reaching arguments that EU 
citizens have a fundamental 
right to know what happens 
when EU laws are made. This 
was a pity. Our case, based on 
foe EU treaties, the European 
Convention of Human Rights 
and practice in foe member 
states, seemed compelling. 

These are foe arguments 
which will now inevitably be 
put at foe 1996 inter-govern- 
mental conference to review 
the Maastricht treaty. Plans 
to give the public access to 
the first and third readings of 
foe Council's legislative pro- 
ceedings appear to be attract- 
ing consensus- support from 
the member states and Com- 
mission. For our part, we are 
content that we have nudged 
foe debate In the right direc- 
tion and have established foe 
first chapter of EU law on 
freedom of information. We 
have established foe legal 
floor, but we are still a long 
way from the ceiling. 


But the influence of The Bea- first to acknowledge that 
ties spreads even further. None they're just pole imitations of 
of us who were there for foe Tire Beaties. And of course, 
recording of I Am The Walrus everyone remembers where 
win ever forget all foe other they were when they heard 
heads, dressed In a variety of John Lennon was dead. Me? I 
crazy outfits, singing their was either in my car or at 
hearts out for a world of love home, or just conceivably on 
and peace. Who was the Wal- holiday abroad with one or 
rus? That's been a question on other of my husbands. Na na 
the lips of hundreds of ruck na na-na-na-na: unforg ett a bl e. 
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10 OBITUARIES 


Don Cherry 

. i 


Free spirit of 
modem jazz 


ON CHERRY, the 
trumpeter and 
composer who 
died of liver fail- 
ure is Spain yes- 
terday aged 58. was best 
known as one of the most 
prominent figures of the jazz 
avant-garde of the late fifties 
and early sixties. As a mem- 
ber of the Ornette Co leman 
Quartet, Cherry was in the 
front line of a movement that 
seemed disconcertingly intent 
on doing away with most of 
the structural elements of 
music. In fact, the passing of 
time proved Cherry to have 
been the best kind of tradition- 
alist, one whose imagination 
and individuality allowed him 
to make constructive use of 
the past 

History will most clearly 
remember Cherry for his 
work with the Coleman group, 
the original showcase for the 
bright piping sound he pro- 
duced from a Pakistani minia- 
ture trumpet and for the child- 
like lyricism which suffused 
his Improvisations. But he 
was also among the pioneers 
of what came to be known as 
world music. 

Cherry was a free spirit a 
musical nomad, to whom 
genres and rules were mean- 
ingless. Hie would have been as 
happy playing round a camp- 
fire in an African village as I 
performing to the patrons of a , 
New York club. Happier, actu- 
ally, since music was for hfm a 
natural activity that occurred 
apart from considerations of 
commerce and career. 

Bom in Oklahoma City, 
Cherry earpp from a musical 
family. father, a trum- 
peter, ran a nightclub In their 


hnwiA town before moving the 
family to Los Angeles in 1940. 
The young Don grew up with 
jazz R&B; as a teenager he 
found his way to Central Ave- 
nue, where the sidewalks 
were lined with clubs featur- 
ing a generation of gifted 
musicians exploring the new 
boundaries of bebop. He spent 
adolesence mastering the 
rudiments of modern jazz, and 
had been working as a pianist 
in an R&B group including the 
drummer Billy Higgins and as 
a trumpeter with a jam group 
at the popular Lighthouse 
club on Hennosa Beach when 
he met Ornette Coleman, who 
was trying out the reeds in a 
musical instrument store in 
Watts. “He was trying a num- 
ber four and a half.” Cherry 
remembered many years 
later. “That's the thickest reed 
you can get. He had long hair 
and a beard. It was about 90 
degrees, and he bad on an 
overcoat I was scared of 
him." They struck up a friend- 
ship, and by 1957 they were 
performing Coleman’s compo- 
sitions at the Hillcrest Club on 
Washington Boulevard in the 
black section of LA with a 
quintet including Higgins, the 
pianist Paul Key, and another 
Oklahoma native, the bassist 
Charlie Haden. Audiences 
were hostile. Coleman's tunes 
contained vivid melodies, but 
laid down no harmonic rules 
for improvisation. The soloist 
was required only to follow 
his feelings. “Free jazz” was 
bom at the Hillcrest, and with 
it an enduring controversy. 

initially inspired by such 
powerful trumpet technicians 
as Dizzy Gillespie and Fats 
Navarro, Cherry quickly de- 


veloped a voice of his own. In 
his willingness to embrace his 
own technical limitations, he 
resembled Miles Davis. But he 
sounded like no one else, and 
many musicians were scorn- 
ful of die little fellow with the 
toy horn whose improvisa- 
tions sounded to the un- 
friendly ear like a cubist ren- 
dering of nursery rhymes. 

The group, minus Bley, 
spent the summer of 1959 at 
Massachusetts’ Lenox School 
of Music where they found 
advocates in John Lewis, the 
leader of the Modem Jazz 
Quartet, and the composer 
Gunther Schuller. Lewis ar- 
ranged for them to record for 
Atlantic with the eminent pro- 
ducer Nesuhl Ertegun. 

By the time they reached 
New York, where they played 
a season at the Five Spot Cafe, 
the controversy was in full 
spate. “Are you guys serious?” 
asked Dizzy Gillespie. "What- 
ever this is, it ain’t jazz.” 

Other musicians, however, 
began to take notice. John 
Coltrane was a regular at- 
tender at the Five Spot, and 
gradually the quartet’s record- 
ings began to make converts 
around the world. Aihirma 
with challenging ttfie* lika 
The Change Of The Century 
and Tomorrow Is The Ques- 
tion provided the impetus for 
an entire movement. 

In a note accompanying the 
reissue of the group’s entire 
recorded output. Cherry de- 
scribed the rigour that went 
into the creation of such 
apparently freewheeling 
music: “You really had to 
have your stuff together. A lot 
of young mnririfliw thought 
that because they called it free 
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Musical nomad . . . Don Cherry in London in 1993 photograph- heuwetta butler 


jazz we didn't know anything, 
that we were just playing. Not 
at alL It was a whole concept 
an entire musical system.” 
When the absence of a popu- 
lar audience for his work led 
Coleman into a lengthy sab- 
batical, Cherry Joined Sonny 
Rollins — who, like Coltrane, 
had been deeply affected by 
the quartet's music. The trum- 
peter also appeared with the 
soprano saxophonist Steve 
Lacy, recorded with Coltrane, 
and toured Europe with a 
group called the New York 
Contemporary Five, including 
the saxophonists John Tchical 
and Archie Shepp. In Copen- 
hagen and New York he 
played and recorded with 
Albert Ayler, the most ex- 
treme of the new-wavers, and 


began a series of recordings 
under his own name for the 
Blue Note label, featuring a 
new saxophone partner, the 
Argentinian ten Grist Leandro 
“Gato” Barbierl 

Travels in Asia and Africa, 
anti marriage to a Scandina- 
vian woman, Moki, encour- 
aged him to broaden his musi- 
cal horizons. In 1968, at the 
Berlin Jazz Festival, be pre- 
miered a work titled Eternal 
Rhy thm , in which he played a 
variety of ethnic flutes against 
a background featuring a Bali- 
nese gamalaw The s m ptl of 
incense and Mold’s bright 
quilts thereafter provided the 
backdrop to his concert and 

club performances. 

There were many ftirther 
associations and projects: the 


quartet titled Old and New 
Dreams, a Coleman-iess 
reunion band; work in various 
permutations with the pianist 
Addullah Ibrahim, the saxo- 
phonists Carlos Ward and 
Frank Lowe, the sitarist Cotin 
Walcott, the percussionist 
Nana Vasconcelos, and the 
drummer Ed Blackwell: and 
with the Jazz Composers 
Orchestra, in Carla Bley’s can- 
tata Escalator Over the Hill 
and his own extended work. 
Relativity Suite. 

He became as fluent in the 
language of reggae as in that of 
bebop. In recent years it was 
no surprise to find him along- 
side a young London-based ex- 
perimental rock group like Rip 
Rig and Panic, in which his 
step-daughter Neneh made her 


performing debut, or the New 
York rocker Lou Reed, whose 
early work with the Velvet 
Underground had been af- 
fected by the Coleman quartet 
While assuming the status of 
an elder statesman. Don 
Cherry remained younger in 
spirit than any of those who 
were grateful for his presence. 


Richard WUOaras 


Neneh Cherry adds/The most 

amazing thing he gave us as a 
family — that has been food 
for thought for life — is just 
what he taught us about 
music. “There is no right, 
there is no wrong. There’s no 
beginning, no end.” 

He bad played with most of 


the masters, and he was a 
master himself, but he always 
felt there was more to learn 
and more to understand. He 
was someone who was acting 
tike a messenger. He never 
claimed the credit for his tal- 
ents or his achievements. But 
he was amused the last time 
he bumped into Miles Davis 
on a plane. Miles said "I guess 
Fm playing a tittle like you 
now. Cherry." 

What he did which gave him 
such beauty and such freedom 
was that he felt part of all 
music. .To have that handed 
down is tire best legacy t could 
have. 


Don Cherry, musician, bom 
November 18 1936: died October 
191995. 


Birthdays 


The Rt Rev Stanley Booth- 
Clibbom, former Bishop of 
Manchester, 71; Art Buch- 
walcL, columnist 70; Chris 
Cowdrey, cricketer, 3 ft Prof 
Sir Bernard Crossland, 
mechanical engineer. 72; 
Patrick Hughes, artist 56; 
Lawrence Daly, farmer gen- 
eral secretary, National 
Union of Mineworkers, 71; 
Allan Donald, cricketer. 29: 
A1 Greenwood, rock musi- 
cian, 44; The Rt Rev Joseph 
Gray, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Shrewsbury. 76; 
Prof Sir Douglas Hague, 
economist 69; Kathy Kirby, 
singer, 55; Eddie Madsen, 
showjumper, 46; Judge 
Deirdre McKinney, circuit 
judge, 67; Enid Marx, painter 
and designer, 93; Lord Mon- 
tagu of Beaulieu, founder. 
National Motor Museum, 69; 
Tom Petty, guitarist and 
singer, 42; Sir Anthony. 
Reeve, ambassador to South 
Africa. 57; Ian Rush, foot- 
baller, 34; Prof Samuel Saul, 
vicfrchancellor, York Univer- 
sity, 71; Martin Taylor, jazz 
guitarist, composer, 39; 
Emma Tennant writer. 59; 
Timothy West actor, 61. 


Letter 


Peter Barnes writes : Stephen 
MacKeith (obituary October 6) 
gave a paper on the study of 
children’s imagination at a 
1993 conference of the Devel- 
opment Psychology Section of 
the British Psychological 
Society held just days before 
his 86th birthday. He held his 
audience in thrall- Not only 
was the subject matter fasci- 
nating, but his was a model of 
how to give a paper; the only 
one that weekend to finish 
dead on cue. after 2Q minutes. 
And the piece de resistance 
was that throughout the pro- 
ceedings the balding, octoge- 
narian. seemingly conven- 
tional Professor MacKeith 
sported a black T-shirt bear- 
ing the legend "Leave room 
for the imagination” embla- 
zoned across his chest 


John Walker 


A Washington love 
affair with great art 


I N HIS later years. John 
Walker, who has died aged 
88. visited the National 
Gallery of Art in Washing- 
ton DC seated in a brilliant 
red wheelchair. This was a 
suitable conveyance for a 
leader of the art world who 
first had been dazzled by the 
beauty of great art as a wheel- 
chair-bound child. 

A sensitive connoissenr 
and scholar of art, a writer of 
grace and self-deprecating 
humour; “Johnny” Walker is 
best known for his extraordi- 
nary success in building the 
collections of America's 
National Gallery of Art as its 
first chief curator and second 
director. 

Bom In Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, to a wealthy family. 
Walker was stricken by polio 
at the age of 13. It was then 
that he visited the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art in NeW 
York, whose long hallways 
gave his wheelchair unaccus- 
tomed freedom. No longer 
bored, he began his lifelong 
love affair with museums and 
the great art within, and de- 
veloped his first ambition to 
be a museum curator. 

He attended Harvard Uni- 
versity, where he studied fine 
arts under a faculty that was 
generally considered the best 
in the United States. As a 
junior in 1928, he founded, 
together with his friends Lin- 
coln Kirstein and Edward M 
Warburg, the Harvard Soci- 
ety for Contemporary Art. 
which organised exhibitions 
of modem artists, including 
Thomas Hart Benton. Edward. 
Hopper. George Bellows and 
Alexander Calder. Their 
efforts, shown in rooms 
rented from the Harvard Co- 
op, shaped contemporary en- 
thusiasm for modern art 


From Harvard. Walker 
went to Florence, as a John 
Harvard Fellow, and studied 
under Bernard Berenson. 
“BB” became Walker’s men- 
tor and friend. For three 
years he lived with the Beren- 
sons in their Villa I Tatti. 
Under Berenson’s tutelage, he 
entered a refined world of 
scholarship and connoisseur- 
ship. adopting in some ways 
Berenson’s attitudes that a 
museum’s success lies not 
simply in pleasing crowds but 
in the excellence of its collec- 
tions and the beauty of their 
installation. 

Id 1935 he accepted the posi- 
tion of professor in charge of 
fine arts at the American 
Academy in Rome, where he 
remained for four years. 
There he courted and mar- 
ried, in 1937. Lady Margaret 
Gwendolyn Mary Drummond, 
the eldest daughter of the 
Earl of Perdu then British 
ambassador to Italy. 

After several years in 
Rome, Walker learned that 
Andrew W Mellon planned to 
provide funds for a . new 
National Gallery of Art in 
Washington. Still wishing to 
become a museum curator. 
Walker wrote to Mellon's son 
Paul, a contemporary and 
friend from Pittsburgh, in- 
quiring about a position. 

Although without museum, 
experience, be was selected as 
one of the new gallery’s exec- 
utive officers, noting later 
that his lack of experience 
and that of the others at the 
fledgling gallery freed them 


from preconceived ideas and 
opened the way for museum 
innovations. 

Walker first came to the 
gallery temporarily daring 
the gamma: of 1938 as con- 
struction of the gallery’s great 


west building began. The mu- 
seum's founder, Andrew W 
Mellon, and its architect, 
John Russell Pope, died 
within 24 hours of one an- 
other that summer, leaving 
completion of the museum 
building and its collections to 
others. Walker was deeply in- 
volved in both projects. 

He was appointed chief cu- 
rator in January 1939 and for 
the next two years worked 
with the gallery's director, 
David Finley, as the grand 
neo-classical building on the 
Mall was completed. One of 
three members of the build- 
ing committee, Walker was 
closely involved with the ar- 
chitects in creating the interi- 
ors of its exhibition galleries, 
largely unchanged to the 
present and considered to be 
among the most elegant and 
rewarding spaces for display 
of the world’s greatest art. 

Walker also was involved, 
directly or Indirectly, In the 
acquisition of virtually every 
major collection at the young 
institution. National Gallery 
founder Andrew Mellon in- 
tended that his collection, of 
modest size but extraordinary 
quality, should be the nucleus 
of a gallery that would con- 
tinue to grow through the 
gifts of others. 

Walker's personal charm, 
his self-confident assurance 
in counoisseurshlp, and his 
infectious delight in both die 
glory of great works of art 
and the eccentricities of their 
owners and collectors, made 
him masterfully successful in 
shaping and adding to the 
museum’s collections and en- 
sured the success of the 
founder's vision. 

Becoming director of the 
National Gallery in 1956, on 
David Finley's - retirement. 



Creating space for genius . . . John Walker at the National Gallery of Art in Washington 


Walker continued to "collect 
collectors” for the museum. 
He also introduced innova- 
tions to the museum, includ- 
ing the "LecTour” closed-cir- 
cuit radio system, familiarly 
known as the "Walker- 
talker”. He also promoted the 
importance of art eduction to 
create a discerning museum 
public. 

A long-standing friend of 
Jacqueline Kennedy, in 1963 
Walker oversaw the installa- 
tion of the Mona Lisa at the 
National Gallery, on loan to 
President John F Kennedy 
and the American people by 
the government of the French 
Republic. In 1967 he acquired 
for the National Gallery of 
Art from the Prince of Liech- 
tenstein Ginevra de’Benci. 


the first Leonardo da Vinci 
painting to be owned by a 
museum in the western 
hemisphere. 

In the 1960s. as the gallery 
outgrew its original building. 
Walker perceived the need for 
an addition that would house 
expanded galleries, and a new 
study centre for the visual 
arts where scholars and gal- 
lery staff together could study 
the museum's rich collec- 
tions. This vision ultimately 
led to the gallery's east build- 
ing. designed by architect 
IM Pei. 

John Walker retired in 1969 
to devote his attention to 
writing. He lived in his retire- 
ment on Fishers Island. New 
York, in Florida, and in Eng- 
land. His most recent visit to 


the National Gallery was in 
1991. to help celebrate its 50th 
anniversary. While he was 
here, he recounted moments 
from a time in the gallery’s 
history that few who were 
present could have 
remembered. 

Johnny Walker looms large 
in the character and memo- 
ries of the National Gallery of 
Art and he will be missed. He 
leaves his daughter, and was 
predeceased by his wife and 
son. 


Earf A Powell 

Director, National Gallery 
ot Art, Washington 


John Walker, museum director, 
bom December 24. 1908; died 
October 16. 1995 


Another Day 

October SO. 1944 t I've spent 
two days watching the 
Sadlers Wells infant school 
trying on a variety of rags. 
There’s one terrifying aged 
infant gutter midget queen 
type suddenly appeared in a 
blue cap a very tight black & 
crimson lake striped football 
shirt & very ragged plum 
shorts. Everybody roared . . , I 
went to a rehersal too [of 
Robert Helpmann's ballet 
Miracle in the -Gorbals, for 
which Burra bad done sets 
and costumes] & having wan- 
dered through the darkened 
auditorium & loosened the 
chandelier I came upon a lit- 
tle scene goingforward on the 
stage in which Messia IT man 
was sweeping nobly about 
being “jostled” by members 
of the Caseys Court gang. He 
was then surrounded pushed 
over backwards . & given a 
good kick in the balls then a 
knee in the stomach, after 
that they all produced razors 
& slashed him in the face 
swept him over & over & 
delivered 2 sharp pokes with 
broken bottles in the free, 
then followed a sort of descent 
de la croix copied from El 
Greco & a resurrection & 
scotch jig. When it gets really 
going it should brighten up 
the fens. Well dearie! The Let’ 
ters of Edward Burra. Gordon 
Fraser, 1985. 


Death Notices 

aldaya. PeawMty on Sunday Ocml 
158> atTy r Banc. Aberponh. Edward Da 
j T «dti y) much loved hustana of Cow 
beloved tamer erf Unda. EduanJ and tr 
nned grand-faitier orf Simon. Jodi and Tc 
PiAlfc tuneral Mnrtce at Pare Owm C 
imnorium. NaAeth today at 3pm A Mi k 
eaoiaiiei 

•When will we see your loss again.* 
CALDER. Stanley, On October 18th Stan: 
Clifton Gaidar QBE jp cl Newton Ferre 
South Devon In Ns 87th year. Dearly lav 
lather of VMaww and Alexandra, tan* 
of Lymlngran Hampshire. FamUv (tow 
only. donaMone II wtahod to Papwa 
Trust, PjfMwin £ reran?. Coma Erq 
James fd 0I7S2 880 487. 

POWE LL On ^toper 1.SIH 1999 ISOl 
Powell aged 68 years. Beloved wUo ol 1 
late Professor C-F Powell Nobel Laurea 
lovingly remembered by her to daughh 
Ann and Jane, her grandchildren i 
oreat-grandcttklran Donations tt desii 
» bvt AlzhemWa Society. 

■To jt wjw ur announcement telepM 


Jackdaw 





To the lions 

MOST OF the Europeans at 
Mathari in the early years 
suffered from alcoholism; of 
the 31 admitted in 1921, one 
died from delirium tremens. 
Fifty-seven Africans were ad- 
mitted in the same year, and 
those deemed incurable 
remained there until their 
deaths. But the records make 
it plain that the priority, so 
far as treatment went lay 
with Europeans. “The 
asylum files., .are filled with 
stories of European alcohol- 
ics who had brought ruin 
upon themselves and their 
families. There are no 
records regarding the lives of 
the African inmates. 


One ofMathari’s European 
alcoholics was. for a period, 
the most colourful colonial 
psychiatrist ever to practise 
in British Africa: he was not 
a patient however, but the 
senior member of staff. Dr 
James Cobb, who was ap- 
pointed senior medical offi- 
cer in 1937, had had experi- 
ence in British mental 
hospitals. A friend of the 
Prince ofWales.be was well- 
coniiected in English society, 
which mattered a great deal 
in the snobbish world of the 
settler colonies. 

Given the malady that af- 
flicted most of the Europeans 
in his care. Cobb’s appoint- 
ment was an almost literal 
instance of putting a lunatic 
in charge of the asylum: his 
own alcoholism was acute. 
He was also, as McCullogh 
puts it, “homosexual and 
thoroughly eccentric”, and 
he was apparently depres- 
sive, having once been 
treated in hospital in Eng- 
land after an attempt at sui- 
cide. When drunk, he enter- 
tained his guests by showing 
off the inmates; and he kept a 
Great Dane and two lions in 
the hospital compound, mak- 


ing “no attempt to hide from 

the patients or staff the 
nature of his attachment to 
the lions”. (McCullough's de- 
scription of Cobb as homo- 
sexual suggests that the at- 
tachment was to a male lion; 
having raised the Issue, 
McCullough is coy about the 
details — which is mildly 
irr itating , tho ug h he does tell 
us that Cobb was believed by 
his successor to have been 
“having sex with one of the 
animals”. Actually, it sug- 
gests something rather odd in 
our thinking about sexuality 
that a man who sodomises a 
lion should be described as 
homosexual; but I digress.) 

Anthony Appiah, reaiemUig 
Colonial Psychiatry And The 
“African Mind” by Jock 

McCullough in the London 
Review of Books. Thanks to 
John Seiwyn Gilbert 

No ogling 

1 WANT to make it clear that 
I am not claiming never to 
have ogled a woman.The dif- 
ference, however, between 
me and the snickering rabble 
who claim the right to use 
their eyes as they damn well 


please Is simple: I recognise 
the act of” thro wing amorous, 
languishing or insinuating 
glances” in public as among 

the more base and degrading 
instincts I have. It is not 
some thing of which I am 
proud. Infect, ogling is an 
instinct we men need to un- 
learn as we teach Its opposite 
— deep respect for women — 
to our male children. Fur- 
thermore —and this i$ the 
essential fact — I have found 
it to be the course of wisdom 
not to ogle women because it 
sets me on the wrong path 
and hinders my relationship 
with every woman, including 
my mother . . . And when one 
of us exploits a woman, even 
by undressing her with our 
eyes in public, we show that 
we have lost touch with the 
woman inside us — the 
mother who gave us life. 
Columnist Sly Jones gives a 
glimpse into his guilt-ridden 
psyche in the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune. 

True Brit 

WHEN people watch the Lon- 
don foreign exchange mar- 
kets on television they often 


profess horror at the sight of 
young men with lavatory 
brush haircuts, too many 
telephones and estuary ac- 
cents deciding the value erf* 
the world's currencies. I feel 
quite the opposite, it seems to 
me an admirable expression 
of the British empirical tradi- 
tion that people ofquite mod- 
est bac k grou n ds and wnni] 
formal education can success- 
fully turn over $464 billion a 
day where their counterparts 
in New York manage a mere 
$244 billion and in Frankfurt 
a paltry $76 billion. Ifeel that 
Britain is much safer with 
these Essex men than with 
the gentlemen of Whitehall, 
let alone Brussels. 

The next editor of the Daily 
Telegraph. Charles Moon, on 
“How to be British “in the 
Spectator. So now we know. 

Shadowy figure 

IN THE dream I was kissing 
John Prescott— 
or about to kiss him; our eyes 
had locked 

and we were leaning avidly 
forward, 

lips out-thrust, certain 
protuberances 


under our clothing brushing 
each other's fronts 
when my mother saw us, and 
I woke up. 

In feet I’ve never kissed an 
MP. 

The nearest I got was a 
Labour peer 

in a telephone box at Euston 
station 

(one of the old red kiosks — 
which seemed appropriate at 
the time). 

But I don’t suppose that 



Small world . . . G-SPOT 


counts, does it? 

Flew Adcock s A Political 
Kiss, in Poetry Review. Her 
latest collection. Time Zones, is 
published by Oxford Press. 

No more heroes 

THE VERY term superhero 
suggests that there shouldn’t 
be many of the buggers. A lot 
of heroes maybe — but super- 
heroes? They should have 
near universal appeal, a hero 
for all groups in society. And 
this is the post-modernist pay- 
off if society is composed of 
these very diverse groups due 
to fragmentation. then there 
will be no unifying choice 
among these groups. End 
result: a lot or different heroes 
to suit each different group, 
but no one massive hero to 
suit them all. So . . . immine nt 
death to all superheroes! But 
ffven more satisfying is that 
the problematic notion of the 
existence of superheroes in 
the nineties is a double-edged 
sword. 

*u A i ta ^ Dented society is just 

pie first hurdle it is no 

longer radical to suggest that 
due to the Internet’s uncen- 
sored and undiscriminating 


access, knowledge is not as 
powerful as it once was. This 
acts as a parallel to the secon 
edge of the sword, the key 
words being accessibility ant 
technology . . . 

Tm not suggesting that 
ervery Tom, Dick or Harry wi 
have their IS minutes, but 
with increased accessibility 
the elitism has to decrease, 
making the world of the stars 
rapidly expanding place. Anc 
there lies the other problem: : 
the amount of stars /heroes lx 
creases then the fen base per 
star must decrease. Today's 
constantly Improving commi 
ni cations network means thn 
these small fan bases enn sur 

vive and do fens a sense of 
community /Identity. So. no 
mass followings — no super- 
heroes. Oh dear. 

Helen Down ponders the futur 
of the superhero in G-SPOT. 

Jackdaw wants your jewels. E 
uia iijackdawQguardian- 
.co.uk.; fax 0171-713 436$ Jack 

(tow. The Guardian. 119 
FarringdonRcad, London 
SC1R3ER. 

Dan Glaister 
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£1 .6bn extra tax 
bill for one firm 

1 .4m employees 

1 . J which the company : 

get wrong codes iSKLl 

v</ chairman CUve Cork 


Roger Cows and 
Teresa Hunter 


T HE Inland - Revenue 
yesterday disclosed 
Its special contribu- 
tion to solving Chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke's in- 
tractable Budget problems by 
collecting £1.6 billion from 
one hapless company after ad- 
justing Its tax bill for last 
year. 

But the Revenue simulta- 
neously admitted it had man- 
aged to give L4 million em- 
ployees the wrong tax code 
while countless others had 
suffered the same fate 
through mistakes by their 
employers. Its annual report 
showed that one reason is 
that the 20 per cent tax band 
is calculated by hand rather 
than by computer. 

The huge corporate bonus 
for the Treasury — enough to 
fund half the projected tax 
cuts — was revealed In the 
Inland Revenue's annual 
report The identity of the 
company hit by this large- 
scale adjustment Is being kept 
a secret but tax officials con- 
firmed last night that it was a 
UK firm. 

Leading British public com- 


panies. contacted by the 
Guardian last ni gh t, denied 
that they had suffered tills 
costly reverse. Tax experts 
were astonished at the size of 
the bill, and could only specu- 
late on the nature of the ad- 
justment which had led to it 

‘It's an enormous amount 
but there can be very signifi- 
cant adjustments in areas 
such as foreign exchange,'* 
said Terry Simons of Priee 
Waterhouse. “It looks as 
though there has probably 
been a mega-adjustment on 
some very hard-fought area." 

It appears that the windfall 
bas come from routine tax 
work rather than the special 
investigations which are 
mounted to counter evasion 
or to block tax-saving cre- 
ative accounting. The Inland 
Revenue's annnal report on 
compliance stated that a total 
of £6.1 billion — equivalent to 
a 3'/»p cut in the basic rate of 
income tax — was raised In 
1994/95, up from £4.7 billion 
in the previous year. “This in- 
cluded one unusually large 
tax adjustment,” the report 

nniri rilatn gmm i Mmly 

An appendix to the report 
shows that the sum stemmed 
from what 'is described as 
“technical review work” in 


ordinary tax offices. It 
resulted from tax payable on 
£5 billion of additional profits 

which the company had been 
excluding from the tax 
computation. 1 

Inland Revenue deputy 
r.h air man Clive Corlett said of 
the high levels of incorrect 
coding; “We are not happy 
with this level of errors. We 
must do better.” 

The Revenue also warned 
that a fftib fi tjmt'iat number of 
other taxpayers had the 
wrong code because they or 
their employers had supplied 
incorrect Information. . 

Revenue figures revealed 
that 82 per cent of self-em- 
ployed taxpayers received the 
right tax assessment first 
time, while the figure for Pay 
As Ton Earn payers was 
&L3 per cent — both above in- 
ternal targets. 

The Revenue continued its 
attack on the black economy, 
raising £1.6 billion by pursu- 
ing “ghost" workers and 
moonlighters. Nearly £90, MX) 
back tax was demanded from 
one group of NHS doctors 
who also carried out private 
practice from home, claiming 
for a banqueting table, plumb- 
ing fitments for a bedroom 
and gardening work- 

in another case, a Revenue 
compliance officer read In the 
lpcal paper of a man fined for 
not having lights on his car 
who was not on the tax regis- 
ter. After admitting he was a 
businessman, he was subse- 
quently handed a £60,000 tax 
bilL 


Senator accuses Fed of 
lethargy in Daiwa fraud 


Mark Tran in New York • 

T HE Federal Reserve, 
America's central bank, 
yesterday came under 
unprecedented attack from 
the chairman of the Senate 
Banking Committee, Alfonse 
D'Amato. for its failure to de- 
tect unauthorised trades at 
Daiwa Bank's New York 
branch, triggering more than 
$1 billion in losses. 

In a stinging letter to Fed 
chairman Alan Greenspan, 
Mr D'Amato expressed dis- 
may at the failure of the Fed 
and the New York State Bank- 
ing Department to nip the 
problem in the bud when they 
discovered — in 1992 — 
breaches in proper banking 
practices at the Japanese 
bank’s New York branch. The 
.senator demanded an expla- 
nation. 

“I am astounded that the 
Federal Reserve did not 
require immediate correction 
of the problem once detected, 
and. once detected, allowed it 
to continue for over three 


years.” Mr D'Amato. wrote, at 
the same time flringa broad- 
side at the Japanese govern- 
ment 

Its "apparent collusion” in 
withholding information 
from the US, Mr D’Amato 
said, “is a serious breach of 
trust between our govern- 
ments”. The two are already 
at loggerheads over alleged 
Central Intelligence Agency 
bugging of senior Japanese | 
politicians and officials dur- 
ing protracted trade talks 
over car imports. 

Mr D'Amato’s intervention 
came amid reports that the 
New York Federal Reserve 
Bank approached the Japa- 
nese bank more than two 
years ago to express concern 
about Toshlhide Iguchi, the 
man at the centre of the 
Daiwa scandal, and bis trad- 
ing practices. 

According to an account in 
the New York Times, New 
York Fed president William 
McDonough ordered an end. 
to Mr Iguchi’s trading prac- 
tices and won assurances 
from top Daiwa executives 


that supervision would be 
tightened in the New York 
office. The New York Fed con- 
firmed that Mr McDonough 
first met Daiwa executives to 
discuss the problem on Octo- 
ber 4. 1993. 

The Fed expressed general 
concerns about activities at 
Daiwa as early as 1992. The 
latest reports indicate that 
the US authorities came tan- 
taiiningTy close to unearthing 
the whole story two years 
ago. 

But they backed off after 
winning assurances from 
Dalwa's top officials, includ- 
ing vice-chairman Takeshi 
Ohta, who flew to New York 
to meet Mr McDonough. 

Mr D’Amato told Mr Green- 
span that the Daiwa episode 
had occurred despite 
strengthened supervision of 
foreign banks since the scan- 
dal surrounding the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Inter- 
national In 1991. 

"It is time to re-ekamine the 
current structure of foreign 
banking supervision,” Mr 
D'Amato said. 


Ford chief sees dogfight 
ahead in global car industry 


Chris Barrio 


A HUGE shake-out of 
Europe’s car compa- 
nies lies ahead as com- 
petition intensifies from 
Korean motor groups and 
other emerging nations. 
Ford's chairman and chief 
executive said yesterday. 

Forecasting that Western 
society faced "vigorous 
change”, if it was to main- 
tain its comfortable stan- 
dard of living in the face of 
competition from emerging 
nations. Alex Trotman 
warned that the next 10 
years would see “a real 

dogfight” and a restructur- 
ing of Europe’s car indus- 
try. The same pressures 
would lead to rationalisa- 
tion in Japan, he said. 

Speaking at a conference ' 
on the motor industry at the I 
London Motor Show, Mr 
Trotman estimated Korea 
would have the capacity to 
make five million vehicles a 
year by 1998, three million 
more than could be sold do- 
mestically. 

This ramp-up of capacity 
wos happening "with in- 
credible speed" with the in- 
tention of securing a “high 
penetration” of European 
and American markets. 

Combined with the new 
factories and production 
lines planned by the Japa- 
nese in the US and UK, Mr 
Trotman warned that the 
result would be excess 
capacity of "several million 
units" a year across the 
world, "too much for us all 


m •• ■ 


to make a decent living”. 

Warning that Western 
governments would have to 
compete harder for interna- 
tional investment. Mr Trot- 
man said the West had- to 
bring about a favourable 
climate for wealth creation 
and growth. 

Mr Trotman welcomed 
recent but limited moves by 
Korea to open its market to 
US imports. However, he 
warned that the US car 
firms would continue to 
urge the US government to 
put pressure on the Korean 
government to do moreJBe 
discussed the issue last 
Thursday with US trade 
representative, Mickey 
Kant or, in Washington. 

Government officials in 
London indicated last night 
that there was little chance 
of the UK supporting impart 
restrictions against the | 
Korean Industry. However, i 



officials said it was possible 
that the European Commis- 
sion may come under pres- 
sure from other member 
states to act as Korean im- 
ports rise. Imports from 
Korea to the UK doubled in 
the last year, taking 1-53 per 
emit of the UK market in the 
year to date. 

Mr Trotman said that 
Ford “might play an active 
role” in the re struc t u ri n g of 
the European industry. 

In a move that should save 
“billions of dollars”. Ford is 
pushing on with globalisa- 
j tion, stepping up the num- 
ber of parts shared by the 
different versions of the 
next world car under devel- 
opment a replacement fin* 
the Escort being designed in 
Europe and due by the de- 
cade’s end. Mr Trotman said 
the next world car would be 
made in large numbers, 
“over one /million units”, in 
different /countries, using 
the same body s t ructur e and 
platform, brakes, suspen- 
sion, engines and gearboxes, 
irrespective of whore it was 
built 

By using this technique 
Ford will cut its engine and 
gearbox configurations by 
30 per cent, and its vehicle 
platforms by the same 
amount. But by adding 
variations to the same plat- 
form Ford will increase its 
range of new vehicles by 50 
per cent over 5 years. 

Ford is also stepping up 
its Investment overseas, 
with assembly plants slated 
for India. Indonesia. Thai- 
land and Vietnam. 



Notebook 


Lisa Buckingham 

P AY increases for the top 
executives in Britain's 
biggest companies have 
slowed in the past year be- 
cause of the "Cedric Brown 
effect,” according to the bene- 
fits consultancy. Bacon & 
Woodrow. 

The latest survey by B&W 
of boardroom pay shows that 
average salary increases for 
chief executives have fallen 
by about 2 per cent in the past 
year to 5.9 per cent. 

The difference between pay 
rates for chief executives in 
large companies and those of 
other directors has narrowed 
substantially. Last year the 
basic pay of chief executives 
outstripped that of other di- 
rectors by 90 per cent but that 
gap has now shrunk to just 66 
percent 

Keith McNeish, who man- 
ages the B&W study, said yes- 
terday; “This is the [British 
Gas chief] Cedric Brown ef- 
fect. Pressure has embar- 
rassed companies tn terms of 


the increases they have given 
to their highest paid execu- 
tives. 

“The talk of telephone-num- 
ber salaries has led to compa- 
nies pegging the man at the 
top even if they have been 
paying others more." 

The B&W study shows that 
directors' bonuses were 
worth another 19 per cent of 
pay. Once other benefits are 
taken into account, the aver- 
age chief executive's basic 
salary of £228,788 was boosted 
to £399.318. 

In the biggest companies, 
chief executives can expect to 
augment a basic salary of 
£351.480 by £254,622 to 
£606,102, once bonus and 
benefits are taken into 
account. 

The largest single benefit is 
pension payments which av- 
erage about 22 per cent of sal- 
ary, but Mr McNeish said 
Greenbury -style reporting of 
these payments would pro- 
duce some "spectacular” 
results next year. For a 57- 
year-old executive who is 
given a large pay rise the pen- 


Fiscal fantasy 


Richard Thomas on 
the Internet debut 
of the fun game for 
anorak Chancellors 

F ORGET Fantasy Foot- 
ball — the ultimate ano- 
rak pursuit has arrived. 
Simply hitch a ride on the in- 
formation superhighway and 
you can play Fantasy Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 

Rather than agonising be- 
tween Alan Shearer and JOr- 
gen Klinsmann, you can 
choose, in the comfort of your 
own home, whether to slash 
income tax for the rich or 
double duties on booze. 

The Institute for Fiscal 
Studies will unveil its new on- 
line tax model at noon on 
Monday October 23. Thou- 
sands of fingers will be poised 
excitedly over keys until the 
moment they can enter the 
virtual door of No.ll Downing 
Street, address http://wwwi/ 
if^ca^90/byoc— rnitm. 

Anyone with a Web 
Browser will be able to fill 
their own red bos and see the 
effects on income distribution 
and government revenue. 1FS 


director Andrew Dilnot sug- 
gests that tbp main maw 

might be enticed. “Mr Clarke 
himself may be able to try out 
some ideas.” 

In the last days of a tough 
public spending round, under 
pressure from backbenchers i 
to find tax cuts and facing ad- 
vice from every special inter- 
est group in the country, the 
Chancellor probably wishes 
he could escape for a quick 
surf. 

If he gets bored of fixing the 
nation’s finances, he can turn 
to another new on-line. ser- 
vice and stimulate the hous- 
ing market. A virtual estate 
agent is opening for business, 
alongside the conventional 
high street chain, which the 
innovators, Chancellor’s, 
hope will boost demand. 

Given how desperate and 
grasping many flesh and 
blood agents are. home-hunt- 
ers may well consider the 
cyber-salesman a palatable al- 
ternative to the real thing. 

Indeed, the company 
reckons the sharp suit will 
soon be made redundant by 
the silicon chip- Marketing 
manager Adrian Adams said: 
“We believe the Internet will 
be a main method of product 
sales into the 21st century." 


Power firm’s 
investors get 
£ 1 80 m windfall 

Y orkshire Electricity 
yesterday announced it 
will repay £180 million to 
shareholders in a move which 
will farther alarm consumer 
groups already concerned 
about Government plans to 
create a single energy regula- 
tor, writes Nicholas Bannister 
The company’s directors 
revealed plans for a £l-a- 
share special dividend and a 
10 per cent rise in the ordi- 
nary dividend this year and 
next In addition, sharehold- 
ers will receive most of the 
company’s stake in the 
National Grid when it is 
floated next year. 

Customers will only get a 
£50 rebate when the national 
power network is sold. 

Consumer groups, while ac- 
cepting the logic behind the 
Government's plans for a 
combined energy regulator, 
urged ministers to ensure 
that it continued to play a 
leading role in looking after 
consumer interests. 

The Government plans to 
merge electricity regulator 
Offer and gas regulator Of gas 
after 1998 when consumers 
will be free to buy electricity 
or gas from any supplier. 


Captains of industry 
continue to cash in 



Pipes work . . . Gas-fired Barking power station Is London’s first new generator for 35 
years, and cost £370 million. At lOOOmw the largest independent power producer in 
southern England can supply 2 per cent of peak demand photograph: graham turner 


‘Cedric effect’ pegs pay 
for the man at the top 


sion cost that year could cost 
more than 250 per cent of sal- 
ary. 

Mr McNeish, who is in- 
volved in advising companies 
on remuneration policy, said 
several big corporations were 
looking at introducing sepa- 
rate money-purchase pension 
schemes for executives' bo- 
nus payments. 

• Economists' pay bas more 
than doubled in real terms 
over the past 30 years to an 
average £44.060. but the 1990s 
has been a flat decade so far 
compared to the years of 
plenty in the 1980s, writes 
Sarah Ryle. ■ 

According to a salaries sur- 
vey from the Society of Busi- 
ness Economists, pay in- 
creases have been erratic and 
women economists have only 
recently achieved similar 
wage levels to their male col- 
leagues. In 1966 the average 
fe m al e salary in the profes- 
sion was 70 per cent <rf the 
average male's. The gap be- 
tween junior and senior econ- 
omists' pay bas also nar- 
rowed. 


Edited by 
Alex B rumrner_._ 

T HERE has been so much 
focus on the outrageous 
pay. bonus and share op- 
tion deals carved out by the 
utility bosses in recent 
months that the political pres- 
sure for restraint In other, 
more enterprise-oriented 
boardrooms appears to have 
been off. 

There is the odd bout of out- 
rage, as there was earlier this 
week for the £900.000 pay-off 
for David Nash at Burger 
King but. as a whole, execu- 
tive remuneration seems a 
more tranquil area. 

Indeed, the latest study by 
Bacon & Woodrow, the actu- 
aries. found that the pay of 
chief executives climbed by a 
relatively modest 5.9 per cent 
— influenced by what is be- 
coming known in the trade as 
the Cedric Brown factor. 
There are few remuneration 
committees or chief execu- 
tives willing at present to risk 
the opprobrium that fell the 1 
way of the British Gas chief. 

But while chief executives 
have been relatively modest 
in their aspirations other di- 
rectors have been doing bet- 
ter with average increases of 
7.5 per cent 

Bacon & Woodrow, which 
specialises in pensions, 
points out that this is only a 
superficial picture of what Is 
happening on the gravy train. 
It is also worth noting that 
even at present levels, board- 
room pay is running at more 
than twice the rate of in- 
crease of average earnings 
(currently 3.25 per cent), 
which hardly suggests the 
leadership in the battle 
against inflation that might 
be expected from the captains 
of industry. 

The really interesting stuff 
in the Bacon & Woodrow 
analysis is the benefits and 
options packages. When fixed 
benefits, like pensions, are 
taken into account the earn- 
ings of the average director 
soar from £123,470 to £212^556. 
A similar scale of increase is 
seen for chief executives. The 
pensions cost for directors, in 
the companies surveyed, 
came out at 22 per cent of 
salary. 

Other benefits, such as the 
company car, worth £31,689 
on average, pale into 
insignificance. 

It is not just the utility 
bosses who are playing the 
share options game. In the lat- 
est survey, the nominal value 
of the share options granted 
ranged from £217,192 for 
senior executives to £658,023 
for the chief executive. In ef- 
fect, as Greenbury pointed 
out, they have become dis- 
guised income: hence the 
Greenbury committee's sen- i 
slble advocacy of toughly I 
drawn, long-term options 
schemes. 

Although there is an ap- 
pearance, from the headline 
increases, that the boardroom 
bonanza in Britain’s public 
companies is over, the real 


picture is very different. In 
particular the surge in non- 
contributory pensions bene- 
fits has created an elite 
of retirees whose good life is 
being funded by ordinary 
shareholders — employees 
paying into mean-spirited, oc- 
cupational pension schemes 
which control the larger 
share of British industry- 
This is a different form of ex- 
< cess which needs challenging 
by the institutional overlords. 


Housing glimmer 


T HE most memorable line 
in the film Clockwise 
comes when John Cleese, 
behind schedule and in all 
kinds of trouble, says: "It's 
not the despair. I can cope 
with the despair. It’s the hope 
which gets to me.’’ 

Millions of homeowners 
feel the same way. After years 
of falling prices, sluggish 
turnover and growing debt 
overhang, they cling — in the 
face of a prevailing orthodoxy 
of entrenched housing gloom 
— to the agonising hope that 
things must get better. 

The waiting could soon be 
over. 

Although yesterday's fig- 
ures from the Building Soci- 
ety Association showed a fall 
last month in the total 
amount lent to £2,725 million, 
15 per cent down on August’s 
£2,275 million, there was a 
pick-up In the actual number 
of loans approved from 41,000, 
seasonally adjusted by a City 
analyst, to 43,000. 

These numbers are espe- 
cially good, given that the 
Cheltenham and Gloucester 
became a bank before the 
numbers were collected. Loan 
volumes are historically a 
good precursor of price rises. 
Combined with hints from the 
big lenders of price rises over 
the summer, the light at the 
end of the tunnel looks to 
have moved a little bit closer. 

It is also worth remember- 
ing that the last housing 
boom occurred well into the 
economic upswing, at about 
the same stage the economy 
has reached this time round. 
Of course, with negative 
equity resting heavily on the 
market, the days when people 
made more money sitting in a 
house than at work are. 
thankfully, unlikely to 
return. 

The other event which gave 
the last property upturn an 
extra shove was a tax-cutting 
budget Watch this space on 
November 28. 


Tax snoopers 


A NYONE who considers 
the Inland Revenue’s tax 
compliance activities to 
be an unnecessary infringe- 
ment of civil liberties and a 
waste of resources should 
take a close look at the annual 
report just released. It shows 
that in 1994-95 its intensified 
policing of the tax rule book 
yielded an astonishing 
£6.1 billion, up from 
£4.7 billion last tune. This 
was largely the result of the 
mystical £1.6 billion “tax ad- 
justment” incurred by one 
corporate entity. As the Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth Clarke, will 
no doubt have noticed, tills 
alone would Be enough — if 
sustained — to save us all one 
penny on income tax. 


SFO will fight damages suit 
launched by sister of Nadir 


Dan Atkmson 

T HE Serious Fraud Office 
said last night it would de- 
fend a writ for damages of 
some £l million from the sis- 
ter of fugitive tycoon As LI 
Nadir. Bilge Nevzat is suing 
the SFO and Scotland Yard 
for abuse of process regarding 
ber arrest in November 1992 
in connection with a “plot” to 
bribe the judge trying her 
brother’s case. 

All charges have since been 
dropped and the authorities 
have said there is no evidence 
of any such plot. But Mrs 
Nevzat has suffered a nervous 
breakdown and her business, 
the small airHm* Noble Rear- 
don, has collapsed. 

Lawyers acting for Mrs 
Nevzat claim the “plot” was, 
from the start, a fabrication: 
“[Our evidence] is that they 
made the whole thing up,” 
said Peter Krivinskas, Mrs 


Nevzat's solicitor. It was, he 
said, another way of getting 
at Asil Nadir. 

This writ Is the first shot in 
a salvo of legal actions 
planned to take the Nadir 
camp on to the counterattack 
for the first time since the dis- 
integration of Mr Nadir's 
Polly Peck trading empire in 
1990 and his subsequent ar- 
rest cm various charges of cor- 
l porafce malfeasance. 

The next step will be a 
request that the outstanding 
case against Mr Nadir — who 
fled to northern Cyprus in 
spring 1993 Claiming he would 
not get a fair trial in Britain 
— be struck out on the 
grounds that an unprejudiced 
trial could not now take place. 

A verdict on that action is 
expected in February or 
March next year. If it is suc- 
cessful. Mr Nadir win be able 
to return to this country and 
is thought to be planning a 
huge compensation claim. 


TOURIST RATES — SANK SELLS 


Australia 2J)1 
Austria 15.10 
Belgium 4426 
Canada 2.04 
Cyprus 0.6875 
Danmark 8.41 
Finland 665 
Siipp/ieo MBrWwf 


Francs 7.55 
Gai-many 2.17 
Greece 358.00 
Hong Kang 1L84 
India 54.75 
Ireland DIB 
Israel 469 


Italy 2/460 
Malta 0.5425 
Motherlands 243 
Mow Zealand 294 
Norway 9.56 
Portugal 229.00 
Sand Arabia 567 


Singapore 2.19 
South Africa 5JB 
Spain 18850 
Sweden 1063 
Switzerland 1.75 
Turkey 7B.1H 
USA 1 5350 


flank iBtctudtng Indian rupee and tsraofl anetefl. 
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House sales 
slump takes 
Cornerstone 


Tony Hay 


T HE housing slump 
claimed a new and 
spectacular victim yes- 
terday when Corner- 
stone, Britain's largest inde- 
pendent chain of estate 
agents, was put into receiver- 
ship — threatening the jobs of 
250 staff in 70 branches. 

Tony Snarey, Cornerstone's 
chairman who led a £7.3 mil- 
lion management buy-out in 
1993 from the Abbey National 
when it owned 317 branches, 
said the housing market was 
getting worse and would dete- 
riorate even further without 
drastic government action. 

“It comes down simply to 
the Government. You had one 
government under Margaret 
Thatcher which barf the home 
owner at die top end of its 
political priorities and this 
one which has them right at 
the bottom. 

“I have been writing to the 
Government and I hope now 
that they will take some 
notice. Until somebody can 
convince the public that 
houses are a safe investment 
the housing market will con- 
tinue to deteriorate. Hie de- 
cline will be horrific this 
winter." 

He said the volume of 
houses sold through corpo- 
rate estate agents in Septem- 
ber 1995 was 16.2 per cent 
down on September 1994. 

The 70 blanches, represent- 
ing some 20 per cent of the 
original business, are mostly 
located in the South and 
South-west of England. A fur- 
ther 200 offices trading else- 
where under the Cornerstone 
brand are unaffected. 

Administrative receivers 
from Ernst & Young were vis- 
iting the branches involved 
yesterday and want to assure 
customers that current trans- 
actions will continue. 


Mr Snarey has lost "a very 
substantial" amount of his 
own money in the crash but is 
staying on to help the 
receiver se ll as much of the 
business as be can. 

Joint receiver Alan Lovett 
said: "One of our first con- 
cerns is to promote a point of 
contact for the Cornerstone 
customers affected by the 
receivership. 

"A number of offices in the 
West Country and on the 
south coast will remain open 
to ensure that all current 
housing transactions and 
related issues are dealt with 
efficiently.” 

Mr Snarey and colleagues 
bought Cornerstone from 
Abbey National in August 
1993 after the building society 
had lost at least £243 million 
on the business since 1987’s 
launch. . 

He said: “We did our busi- 
ness plans on the basis that 
the market would not get 
worse but It did — losing 2 5 
per cent by volume over the 
past two years. 

“There are too many estate 
agents. We have cut the group 
losses by £13 million a year 
but we could still not make It 
profitable ... I believe that 
many estate agents would 
have gone out of business by 
now had they not got a Hali- 
fax or Royal Insurance or 
something behind them. 

“Some 220 offices, involving 
1.400 jobs, have [already] gone 

to eight different purchasers, 
one of whom was in at the 
original buy-out” 

A customer helpline has 
been set up, on 01734-522432. 

• The number of UK receiv- 
erships has dropped to its 
lowest level since 1989. ac- 
cording to accountants 
EPMG. The quarter to 
September saw 416 companies 
fail against 453 in the preced- 
ing quarter and 508 a year 
ago. 



A raw 
deal on 
prawn 
price 


T HE price of prawn cock- 
tails — so famously con- 
sumed by Labour leaders 

in City boardrooms befbre the 
last general election — could 
be set to rise by up to 30 per 
cent according to Albert 
Fisher, the international food 
group, writes Am King. 

Stephen Walls, the chair- 
man, said prawns were one of 
several seafoods to have seen 
dramatic price increases over 
recent months. 

The price of prawns had 
climbed by as much as 40 per 
cent at one point, before slip- 
ping bade. But Mr Walls 
warned that some of the in- 
creases had yet to be passed on 
to consumers. 

Among the factors forcing 
up prices were the weakness 
of sterling against the yen and 
aggressive buying from sev- 
eral customers — although Mr 
Walls did not reveal whether 
they were Labour. Tory or Lib 
Dem. 

“There has been an in- 
crease In food prices over the 
last few months, and that bub- 
ble is still working its way 
through to consumers.” 

Mr Walls' remarks came as 
Albert Fisher unveiled a 10.6 
per cent fall in full-year pre- 
tax profits, to £31.1 million. 
That figure included a one-off 
hit of £8.4 million, without 
which profits would have 
risen 21 per cent The shares 
finished 1‘Ap lower at 53p. 


Fish tales . . . Albert Fisher chairman Stephen Walls (fight) and North America chief excutrve Lenny Pippin discuss seafood prices photograph frank muton 


Trafalgar House takes a tumble 
after its no-dividend warning 


News in brief 


Germany concedes 


Buffett gives 
Salomon 
a bruising 
rejection 


The upwardly 
mobile Nokia 
notches up an 
88pc increase 


OUTLOOK/Even 

without the Ritz 
there’s still trouble, 
writes Roger Cowe 


Mark Tran in New York 


W ARREN Buffett, the bil- 
lionaire investor, yester- 


BOctiolas Bannister 
Technology Editor 


WW Iionaire investor, yester- 
day dealt Salomon, the US in- 
vestment bank, a body blow 
when he decided not to in- 
crease his stake in the group. 

Salomon had reported 
third-quarter profits of 
5268 million, its strongest 
quarter since 1993, but Mr 
Buffett, Salomon's biggest 
shareholder through his 
Berkshire Hathaway invest- 
ment company, announced 
that he would not convert his 
tranche of preferred shares 
into more volatile common 
shares. 

The preferred shares had 
the security of a bond collect- 
ing 9 per cent interest annu- 
ally. In opting to redeem the 
preferred shares for 3140 mil- 
lion in cash at the end of the 
month, the long-term investor 
sent a message that there are. 
better uses for his money. 

Mr Buffett, who will face a 
similar decision in the next 
four Octobers, said: “The de- 
cision not to exercise in no 
way predicts what I will de- 
cide when each of the four 
remaining options expires. 
Rather I am making a single ! 
decision about whether I 
want to put up $140 million 
into Salomon common stock , 
at $38 today or whether there 
is something else I would i 
rather have Berkshire do 
with the money." 

Mr Buffett said that Berk - 1 
shire Hathaway would still be 
8 big shareholder in Salomon, 
with 17.6 per cent of total vot - 1 
lng power. 

Putting a brave face on Mr 
Buffett’s decision. Salomon 
chairman Robert Denham 
said that the redemption rep- 
resented less than l per cent 
of the group's total long-term 
capital and did “not impact 
the company's business or 
business strategy”. 


THE WORLD boom in mo- 
I bile communications 


helped Nokia, the Finnish 
telecommunications group, 
to an 88 per cent jump in 
net profits for the first 
eight months of the year. 

The former pulp and rub- 
ber products group which 
now ranks as the world’s 
second largest maker of 
mobile phones yesterday 
reported a 51 per cent 
growth in net sales to 22.9 
billion Finnish marks. 

The fastest growth was in 
the mobile phone division, 
where sales rose 58.6 per 
cent, followed by the tele- 
communications equip- 
ment division which saw a 
51 per cent rise. 

Net profits for the first 
two-thirds of the year 
totalled 3.14 billion marks i 
(£475 million), which in- 
cluded 485 million marks 
arising from changes In ac- 
counting policy. 

Nokia has been one of 
Finland’s fasting expand- 
ing businesses, and earlier 
this year was accounting 
for almost half the job 
recruitment advertise- 
ments in Helsinki's largest 
daily paper. 

Jorma OHila, group presi- 
dent and chief executive, 
said Nokia’s market posi- 
tion in its main businesses 
continued tp improve and 
long term market potential 
had strengthened. 

Mr Ollila, who took 
charge of Nokia in 1991 and 
oversaw the disposal of the 
non-telecoms businesses 
which had sent the group 
heavily into the red. said: 
“New product areas such as 
cellular data have opened 
important opportunities 
for growth beyond existing 
markets.” 


C ONSTRUCTION, engi- 
neering and leisure 
conglomerate Trafalgar 
House, which only this year 
began the electricity industry 
takeover frenzy with its bid 
for Northern Electric, an- 
nounced yesterday that it 
would probably not be able to 
pay a dividend at the end of 
the year. 

Last week the company sold 
its prime asset, the Ritz hotel, 
raising £75 million, but its 
parlous state has prompted 
speculation that it will also be 
forced to sell other valuable 
businesses such as the Cun- 
ard shipping line. 

Trafalgar’s major share- 
holder. Hongkong Land, 
which has built a 25 per cent 
shareholding over the past 
three years, confirmed its 
long-term backing for the 
group, which helped reassure 
shareholders. 

The stricken shares stabi- 
lised at 2l.75p after touching a 
new low of 17p yesterday. 

Before the extent of the 
group’s troubles became ap- 
parent at the end of 1991, the 
shares were trading at 
around 20flp. 

In a trading statement yes- 
terday, Trafalgar said its 
results for the second half of 
the financial year that ended 


on September 30 would reflect 
continuing poor perform- 
ances and losses at several of 
its businesses. 

"It is doubtful whether an 
ordinary dividend will be de- 
clared or whether we will 
make payments on the cumu- 
lative preference shares on 
December 31 and January 31 
1996." it said. 

A final decision on the divi- 
dend will be taken in 
December. 

The company will be ex- 
pected to come clean on its 
problems and explain its 
recovery strategy when it an- 
nounces results In December, 
after a series of profit warn- 
ings and equity-raising Issues 
over the past three years. 

“The statement has cleared 
the air a little but there’s a lot 
of detail we won't know until 
we get preliminary figures in 
December,” said Charles 
Pick, an analyst at stock- 
broker Panmure Gordon. 

Another analyst ■ com- 
mented: “The Ritz hotel was 
the group's most obvious and 
most saleable asset Now a 
question mark must hang i 
over the whole of Canard. " 

The sale of Cunard would 
raise farther funds to bolster 
the group's balance sheet as it 
feces yet another round of 
asset write-downs and provi- 
sions. 

It would fit the strategy 
which it has been following 
for some time, of concentrat- 
ing on heavy engineering and 
construction work. 

Such a forced sale would be 
unlikely to raise the kind of 


sum which Trafalgar will 
have been hoping for. 

Indeed, that is why the Ritz 
and other non-core assets 
have been retained for so long 
despite a decision in principle 
to get out of these luxury lei- 
sure businesses in 1992. 

They are a relic of the con- 
glomerate-building activities 
of 2960s whizz-kid Nigel 
Broakes. 

The Hanson of his era. he 
built up the group with a 
rapid series of property-based 
takeovers, such as Trollope 
and Colls and Cementation. 

He was left with a collection 
of unrelated businesses that 


Trafalgar's battle 


1991 

Jose Rights issue to raise £31 0m. 

Dec Profit fall and dividend 
warning. 

1992 

Oct Hongkong Land bought 15% 
of shares. 

1993 

Feb Rights issue to raise £205m. 

May Chairman and chief executive 
replaced. 

Dec Rights issue to raise E400fn 

1994 

Dec Disastrous QE2 cruise 
Bid launched for Northern 
Bectric. 

1995 

flog Northern electric bid dropped 

Oct Ritz hotel soJd. __ 




had little appeal when the 
fashion for conglomeracy 
died in the 1980s. 

In the 1980s some focus was 
attempted, with the disposal 
of the Express newspaper 
group Fleet Holdings. But the 
acquisition habit remained, 
with the emphasis on con- 
struction engineering, as Tra- 
falgar snapped up John 
Brown engineering in 1986 
and Davy International in 
1991. 

Davy was a disaster, as Tra- 
falgar paid the price for. that 
company’s cut-price oil rig 
contract. 

This was the beginning of 
the series of profit warnings 
and collapses, which contin- 
ued as property assets were 
devalued in the early 1990s 
and trading in its key 
businesses suffered from 
recession. 

Without Hongkong Land, 
Trafalgar might have faced 
collapse. 

But the property arm of the 
giant Jardine Matheson 
group has persevered with it 
as a vehicle for building up a 
base in the UK. 

That desire has propped up 
the company and enabled it to 
raise finance. 

It almost saw Trafalgar 
move into the electricity in- 
dustry this year, but when 
new chief executive Nigel 
Rich, parachuted in from 
Hang Kong, got his feet under 
the table he quickZy with- 
drew, taking the opportunity 
of the industry regulator’s in- 
tervention to abandon the 
£1.2 billion bid. 


EMU delay possible 


GERMANY admitted yesterday that it would prefer to push ' 
back the target date for a single European currency rather than 
bend the rules for entry to monetary union. It stepped up caffs 
for penalties against EMU members who fail to observe the 
rules. 

Economics minister G anther Rexrodt told a Berlin confer- 
ence that the stability criteria laid down in the Maastricht 
treaty for EMU “could not be diluted”. In an interview with the 
International Herald Tribune he addressed fears that France 
might notmeet the budgetary terms in time for EMU, sched- 
uled for 1999. 

“If they don't make it. it will be better to wait a year or two 
than to change the criteria.” he said. — lan TraynorinBonn 


Millennium shortlist set 


MEDIA groups Granada and MAI have emerged as two of the 
front-runners for a £100 million grant from the Millennium Com- 
mission to operate the Millennium Exhibition, a project to mark 
the year 2000. The commission, which is being fended with a fifth 
of the proceeds of the National Lottery until the end of tile 
century, said it was considering four applications to nm the 
exhibition. 

Apart from Granada and MAI, the other names on the shortlist 
are M2000, a consortium headed by the accountants Touche Ross 
and inducting Boris, Reed and Stanhope, and a group known as 
Imagination Ltd. The commission is expected to name the opera- 
tor and exhibition site by next January. — Ian King 


Mowlem’s £200,000 farewell 


JOHNMarshail, who yesterday resigned as chief exec uti ve of 
John Mow Jem, the straggling construction group, is in line for a 
pay-off of just over £200,000, according to the company. Mr 
Marshall, who stepped up to the post of chief executive in August 
last year, bad more than 16 months of his contract to run, and was 
earning around £170,000 a year. 

Chairman Kenneth Minton insisted that there had best no 
acrimony. Mo wlem shares fell to an all-time low of 53p before * 
recovering to finish at 58p . — Ian King 


Jubilee Line £1 -9bn in mire 


Son tells of last meeting before tycoon’s death at sea 


LONDON Underground has been forced to ask the Government 
for an extra £190 million to finance increased costs on the 
£1-9 billion Jubilee Line extension, due to be completed in 1998. 
The project team has been inundated with claims from contrac- 
tors seeking compensation for delays. 




Maxwell trial 


Dan Atkinson 


K EVIN Maxwell told an 
Old Bailey court yester- 


■VOld Bailey court yester- 
day of the last meeting he had 
with his father Robert before 
the tycoon’s mysterious death 
in the Atlantic. 

It was a "wide conversa- 
tion”. he said. and he fully ex- 
pected to see his father six 
days later for a key lunch 
with Lloyds Bank chief Sir 
Brian Pitman. 

During the conversation, 
Kevin said, his father had told 


him that £22 million worth of 
shares in an Israeli medicine 
company, Teva, had been 
transferred from the Maxwell 
pension fond company. Bish- 
ops gate Investment Manage- 
ment (HIM) to the private 
Robert Maxwell Group. 

This had been done because 
his father intended to sell the 
shares and he fait good public- 
ity would accrue to RMG if it 
were seen to have made a 
profit on the sale. Kevin said 
he had no doubt that the trans- 
fer had taken place, although 
he told the court that “he 
[Robert Maxwell] was notori- 
ously a bad manager in terms 
of what he did with papers 


and how he stored them". 

Kevin Maxwell denies one 
charge of conspiring with his 
father to defraud BIM by dis- 
honestly putting at risk 
£100 million-worth of shares 
in the Israeli printing com- 
pany Scitex by misusing them 
for private Maxwell -company 
purposes. On a second charge 
he and co-defendants lan 
Maxwell and former financial 
adviser Larry Trachtenberg 
deny conspiring to defraud 
BIM by dishonestly putting at 
risk the £22 million-worth of 
Scitex shares. 

During his four days of evi- 
dence, Kevin has stated that 
he believed both sets of 


shares had been transferred 
properly to the private com- 
panies. His counsel, Alun 
Jones QC, asked him yester- 
day: “Did Trevor Cook [Rob- 
ert Maxwell's pension hands 
administrator] come to you 
after your father's death 
ask what had happened to the 
proceeds of the Scitex sale as 
far as BIM was co n cerned?” 
“No", Kevin replied. 

He told jurors there had 
been a proposal that all his 
father’s Israeli assets be put 
into a new company, whose 
shares would be quoted in 
New York and Tel Aviv. But 
“it came to nothing”. 

Hie trial continues. 


methods, copied from the Heathrow Express tunnel project, 
which collapsed in its early days of construction. The Jubilee 
Line team imme d ia tely suspended the method until the outcome 
caa Health and Safety Executive inquiry, now completed. A 
decision on whether to grant the extra money is expected to be 
made by the Chancellor in die Budget — Keith Harper 


Windfall for sacked workers 


THOUSANDS of workers dismissed from insolvent companies 
could apply to foe Government for additionalcompensatian 
payments total l i n g millions of pounds, the electrical and engi- 
neering union AEBU claimed last night. Prospects increased 
gsterday when 2^00 people who lost their jobs when the Swan 
Hunter shipyard went into receivership learned they had not 
received compensation to which they were Legally entitled. 

The union s legal advisers said 1 500 former Leyland Daf an- 

tofarther payments. Michael 

Short ofAEEU solicitor Rowley Ashworth said: “When these 



The last thing people pick 


up before going shopping. 




Housewives are far more likely to take notice of information from the radio than any other medium, before 
going shopping. In fact. Commercial Radio has a larger audience even than Commercial TV, riaht up until 4pm 

Commercial Radio. Its time has come. 
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Cricket 


Smith 
flies in 
to face 
the flak 

Edward Harris in 

Johannesburg on a 
warm welcome for 
the England team 


T HE welcome was warm if 
a little overcooked but 
the England batsman 
Robin Smith knows only too 
well what Lies ahead over the 
coming three months In 
South Africa, the country 
where he spent the first hah: 
of his life. 

Handshakes at the airport 
and designer-friendly Zulu 
warriors brandishing spears 
greeted Smith and bis team- 
mates as they arrived here 
yesterday to begin their first 
official tour of South Africa 
for 31 years. 

It was all so different from 
the grim -faced armed guards 
and protestors' placards that 
greeted Mike Gatting’s 
"rebels’' when they Dew in to 
Jan Smuts airport in 1990. 
What a difference five years 
and the vote mak e*. 

But for Smith, the genuine 
warmth of yesterday's recep- 
tion for him and. the other 15 
England players — - from gov- 
ernment officials to hotel 
maids — could not camou- 
flage the personal struggle he 
faces this winter. 

The least of Smith's worries 
is what South African cricket 
folk might say about his deci- 
sion to switch his allegiance 
to England 10 years ago when 
the chances of Test cricket 
returning to the Republic ap- 
peared as remote as the pros- 
pect of Nelson Mandela be- 
coming president. 

"If they have a go it will 
probably only inspire me to 
do better for England," said 
Smith. "But I hope they give 



SPORTS NEWS 13 


Racing 


Lottery could 
cut Levy aid 
by £24 million 


Ken Oliver 


■RACING faces a cut of 
&k£ 24 million in Levy 
■ ■Board support over the 
next three years. If present 
betting turnover trends con- 
tinue, 500 betting shops could 
close this year, reducing the 
total to about 8,800. 

The Levy Board’s latest pre- 
dictions of the effect of the 
National Lottery on betting 
turnover make gloomy read- 
ing for the racing Industry, 
The board has revised Its pro- 
jected three-year revenue 
levels, forecasting a reduction 
of £6 million In the current 
year, £8 million next year and 
£10 million in 1997/98. 

Sir John Sparrow, chair- 
man of the Levy Board, said: 
"Last year when we made our 
three-year projection we an- 
ticipated a marginal growth 
but that has not materialised. 
The future looks bleak unless 
the Chancellor is prepared to 
give substantial relief in the 
rate of betting duty to stimu- 
late turnover." 

Robert Ogden, the business- 
man who has a string of 
jumpers with trainers Gordon 
Richards, Andrew Turnell 
and Ferdle Murphy, has fol- ! 
lowed the line of the sheikhs 
on the Flat by retaining a 
jockey to ride his horses. 

Paul Carberry. the brilliant 
young Irish rider who has rid- 
den more than 200 winners, 
has been signed to ride 
Ogden's horses for the next 
three years and the "mar- 
riage" gets under orders at 
Newbury today with Buck- 
hoard Bounce, General Com- 
mand and Squire Silk. 

Carberry, 21, is bred to be a 
star over the sticks.' His 
father is the former Irish 
champion jump jockey 
Tommy Carberry. while his 
grandfather. Dan Moore, 
trained the brilliant dual 
Gold Cnp winner L 'Escargot, 
who defeated Red Rum In the 


Zulu greeting ... a boy performs a traditional dance to the delight of Raymond Illingworth, Peter Martin, Robin Smith and Graham Thorpe 


me a reasonably sympathetic 
welcome." 

The serious test of his char- 
acter. however, will come out 
in the middle when he redis- 
covers what it is like to be on 
the sharp end of fast bowling ■ 
of the type which shattered 
his left cheekbone at Old Traf- 
ford last July and almost 
ended bis career. 

Earlier this week Smith, ad- 
mitting that he felt "unusu- 
ally apprehensive", switched 
on a bowling machine at 
Southampton and faced a few 
I deliveries at about the speed 
of the 90mph ball from Ian 
Bishop that flew up off his bat 


and crashed damaglngly Into 
his face. 

The metal plate that helped 
repair the damage has been 
removed but his cheek is still 
numb and Smith is unsure 
what he will feel today when 
Devon Malcolm unwraps his 
new, improved run-up at the 
Wanderers Ground as Eng- 
land get down to serious 
practice. 

“The doctor has warned me 
that If 1 am hit again I could 
lose a great percentage of my 
sight in that eye." Smith said. 

“Against the bowling ma- 
chine I wound up the speed to 
about 70mph and started to 


throw caution to the wind. I 
felt more like my old self but 1 
know that until I’ve faced 
Devon or gone out to play in 
the middle 1 won't be sure 
how much the injury has af- 
fected me.” 

England expect a lot from 
Smith this winter. They need 
his confidence intact and the 
warrior spirit to surface 
again when the natives get 
restless. 

• India's bowLers took con- 
trol of the first Test against 
New Zealand in Bangalore 
yesterday, tormenting the vis- 
iting batsmen on a rapidly de- 
teriorating pitch. At the close 


on the second day New Zea- 
land were 125 for five in their 
second innings. 

Only India's captain Mo- 
hammad Axharuddin has so 
far looked comfortable at the 
crease, scoring 87 before In- 
dia slipped from 211 for five to 
228 all out in reply to New 
Zealand's 145 in their first in- 
nings. He was nearing his 
century when Chris Calms 
bowled Him in a four-wicket 
burst that cost the New Zea- 
land paceman only eight runs 
in 13.4 overs. 

When New Zealand went in 
again Young was trapped leg- 
before by Prabbakar for eight 


and Great batch Cell to the 
same bowler's swinging 
yorker for 16 to start the 
slide. 

Srinatb removed Parore 
and Rumble’s spin bamboo- 
zled Crowe and Thomson be- 
fore Cairns and Fleming took 
their side into the third day. 

• Prince Philip yesterday 
opened a £2.4 million indoor 
school at Lord's. The MCC's 
latest project was immedi- 
ately put to use by the Eng- 
land A team, who under their 
manager John Emburey 
received extra practice for 
their tour of Pakistan, which 
starts next Thursday. 


1975 Grand National. This 
new owner-rider arrange- 
ment means that Richard 
Dunwoody, now riding free- 
lance, misses out on Buck- 
board Bound and General 
Command, who are both 
trained by Richards. The 
champion jockey was provi- 
sionally booSsed to ride them, 
but Carberry now takes over. 

While Blackboard Bounce 
and Squire Silk should give a 
good account of themselves. 
General Command (4.10) 
looks the pick of the trio. 

General Command made an 
impressive debut over fences 
at Perth when beating Beat- 
son by seven lengths and 
could well run up a string of 
wins in novice chases. 

Squire Silk might need the 
outing and a better proposi- 
tion in the Seven Barrows 
Handicap Hurdle could well 
be Sweet Mignonette (4.40) 
from Mary Reveley's Saltburn 
stable. 

Declan Murphy continues 
on the comeback trail at Fa- 
kenham this afternoon and 
the courageous jockey could 
turn up trumps on Southolt 
(3.10) in the Glynwed Inter- 
national Handicap Chase — 
his first ride over fences since 
his r e t urn to the saddle. 

Red Rum's (bus flocked to 
his grave at Ain tree yester- 
day with many of them laying 
floral tributes, including a 
horse shaped out of leaves. 

Charles Barnett. Ain tree’s 
managing director, said that 
there were no Immediate 
plans for a race at the track In 
memory of the triple Grand 
National winner, who has 
beenburied beside the win- 
ning post 

"This is his rightful place." 
said Barnett “He was very 
important to us and played a 
crucial part In Aintree's sur- 
vival fax its dark days in the 
1970s. As for a race to com- 
memorate him, I first will 
have to talk to trainer Ginger 
McCain, then my directors." 


Newbury National Hunt card with form 


II Doncaster runners and riders 



oahg aoo d hitfa*. * n— m h ifc wv 

n— eatobreototaet U ir how % —» daea t edeynVce Mm! HJL *4*9 

2.05 OCTOBER HANDICAP HURDLE 0*11 Oy4»C4Jlsa 

1 MOVING OUT (20) Men H Knlghl 7-1 1-10 Mr 1 Cafloty (7) 

1 0551-14 CUFJON SET (22) (OF) C Mail 4-1 1-6 J> Oiereuud y ♦ 

B O' 150- LANSOOWHE (197) (D) & Ham 7-11-4 ..JLPMcCey 

4 01 1-1T JATMB 03) (DJD MdWaan *-11-5 A Ma g u ire 

a 450411- GREAT MARQUESS (141) N Tumlon-Oavwt 6-11-7 C LtoweRyn 

TOP FORE TW9: CHrtoa Sat ft, JrehH T 

HMH w gi 7-4 fraal Marguoss. 5-7 Ltaving Om. f-S Orflan S<t JatfuO 0-1 LarBibrnw Human 
FORM GUIDE - MQVMO OUTi Lea urtil 3 <NJL law 0" (Ul inane btoli.feFainwiMfaeMUM'raeMi 
7n xl.6fll 

LANSOOWHE: Psrt&nnM Quite w?l test wwo<t towewi iHsappoinlBd in last Duong wbeii Into ol IT. Mn 
501. \a Wi4i a Qumton I Ainftae 1m. Gdi 

JATHIB: Lea toflraachina ! on. Mid ndaeo ana trended ctane harm. Tun at 11. bm li lt, tluincani S'JM. 
*>0i CLIFT OH SET Ip 10*1. led Af In J OuL matoned nporoacteng list. 2 twine* fffiu baii m 
(Cnettenhun 2m Tl, Gd -F mi 

OREAT MARQUESS: Same useful performances laal season vwin lour rtoones the last ol emeu cam* 
«twn OOTCila he«vj tang «** M Had ID ba Mtd widen to ta M Tiusul SoaUK (IV Sto [ixcunetot StuR, Qd- 
ftw. 


2.40 FALCON CATBBHQ BDUPIWT NOVICE HUR0U3Y0 2re IlOyda nA«0 


1 ITl ALLTCHE DANCER (171 OSPenww 11-4 - JOahoma 

2 14213 AMLAH (■) (OF) P HcMts 11-6 JMarHabM 

3 JU VACHT(41)CUannll-5 _ ROuneeody 

4 u; WOOOWBHQ|M)(DHBnCE||MMi11-3 A Maguire 

■ nno FORUM G l vooe H4 - . .MAnaawau 

n BUCUTTfllDCSKM Mrs WFeveto, 11-0 Pltnree 

7 P FBSTT B0BS(41)N T.itwt*-Oa*iQS 11-0 C Unrein 

B MATA TA KBFAAH N BaDuge 11-0 ... . W Hianphrors 

a IRON H BOLD A Uocre > W-Q — . . BPeonU 

10 MRU»tWreWM-0 ..MParreD 

11 TDSKANO D Williams 11-0 ..... A P McCoy 

12 WATER HAZARD 5 Dew 1 H) JOMcharda 

13 0 HARO LOVB(B]& Mown 13-3 ... PHMe 

14 fiHABTOGEBj Mil's 1M Gfcndey 

TOP FORM TVS: WeatMPag B, Amah 7. AKhaa Oarear 6 

Uttav 1-1 Atmne Oanie*. 9-7 Wcjdi iS.ej. 5- ' Amlin «-i -jm-1 SsaSv Deed E>e*x4ise Dtlijlh >1-1 
VUU' Kldird 14 l amm 

PORN OU1DE - AlUTH DANCmalac-tUeA' 1 -eeruiili iuirp.ii,, flame, i ,*atn uji S»: om tr»}« Hrra 
bvTi |a*an.E«»W':mii Ml 

AMLAHi CftaiKrrpmg »wi muU>e - ui/. *> live ana r.o mltj aacrouctim^ is: 3'J C< i( Mn n. L:. 
Velgrtaet aiinitARD'.OvC .ir.!6i UDea ofl nvr ;r ilurtw- rsi;ac- * iwiAOTTnulm Co-fi") 
WOOO ftia iHOi umm Jnj at tit'j-Jia-, AUL»M| , .1>..Tiun:5n:m|i Gt-Fni: evl,« 'ed US-'Vd Jt-w 
oeKctfi' aop* «fty cam. C*. Eiavnt. "3 *in isuht ilti. ne»ei 
4 lurEier 1 IU tacA m 4p inn FEJSTT BOSS |te{ Tltl Uilmlcif p-l seil-tr Teel >3 f Sr. iBjr >» 
Stull. 081 

B B C - 2 ; 

3.1 O OLYNWED MTSmATWNAL KAHJMCAP CHASE 2m 41 CTJMS 

1 t5JM>- A*nmBH1741(CJM'i5BtirTuU-.if-r, GBradtog, 

S :i24J3- >0UTM0lT|1741&H 1 *iera'-ii-f . D Murphy 

a CQ2S3- BUCHBOAHO BOUNCE (1 831(D) 3 tls"- :C-U P Carberry 

4 221I5F- BIBEROUM (197) (DJ B tti'e.-0u.n-'n4-i:-4 Peter HabU 

■ nn VO- MUUAMR (3421(0) P-tjtMj-ifre C Maude 

3 3PJ1 1J- SEVER! OF DIAMONDS (182) (CpJ B Alne' IC- 1>0 AKagMre 

TOP FORM TIPS* Buetbeanl Beam B, SaaM 7 

BeOHp 9-1 Sdulnctl 1 1— 4 BuDU’C BDu-i;e ~t V-.-n u* O'ltnov* *-l Vginn 

AnDiWi Inutm 

FORM QUIDS -AHTOMIt: Snarl usavns id; :«■ Cl*, a oil'll, i* '-It' 1 >o.-r. is* Kir- .v.g n n 

itigti in m'isa Pulled tsin rttirwad 'ijid Cur ml n;. Ca-'Ar r t.'u- j.i v- si Lfi'-n 
08-PtrI 

BOUTMOLTi Feu an In j: tun l»l leurr “ul.a son* ' n c". '« Sut "u.-i « u -v oiue t } -:u: 

IPS 3rd .M ilu LDufton iian*n*n>iJT> luvai 

BtlC Hfuiaa o RQUMCRi Su,gJani.-:m lam, (m -t> ;ttijt.-i/ii In £- .*?r .Aiilne i*4-. So- 
Fnl .... 

■nn OF DUMOMHI V.avn aon ui »i J riT. Healed c.,. njme pr.v eCe'jaiV 

Tmii OJJn- 


fi 000- KBfTAVRUS WAV [31 1) A 1'taie l |-o -BPonO 

a 0P5-I ETRONO PROMKE(1#l (D}Q NgbPanl 11-0 .. . — A PMrCey 

7 006111- SYMOL OF SUCCESS (13B) (D) D WillldnlS 11-0 JiCfalte 

B I WlSHWQ (233 (O) H Alehurd 11-0 .. ROaowcndf 

TOP RMM TIPS: 9aornpin B, Balmk 7. WsMq 6 

BeOhw (M Slomptn. 11-4 WfcWng. 3-1 Baianak. 9-2 CHttHl Bed. KM Soaog Ptomrae. Symbol (X 
Success Brauns 

FORM GUIDE -STOMP1lt Top notncelasl season Mien led 2 nulunU last alter lad. DO extra. 31 !nfl 10 
Snaiiurm Giado 1 ereei ailA NASHVILLE STAR i i*t| led wiiil headed 1 out Mttened. 171 any 1 Uh or 20. 
Eat Oer. led * ouL kept on ee)l run-in. 01 CLIFTON BEAT il>l) entry Chance 3 out itoden and mdUtar tart. Oy 
3B, III ran lAlniree an' 10yds. GJfmi 

BALANAKa Headny ’ouL hm* rtdtfen noenra. 4« m i&Mi «. to Sunn MigiwnenefAMree 2ml K)y(M. 
Od fw}. 

CUFTCHI BEAT; E*enr chance 3 ouL no e’Tra J ota. Jfd oMO. Bin 111. to Romancer iChepnoir 3m 1 lOyos. 

(Wl 

WlSHNft iKMuUUtiet on Fid, node" apjHoathinar ow. led la»L ran on well. M Robem Toy. by M.7 rap 
iLheilenlDDi JmllOyda GiJ-Ftinl 

STRONG PROMISE Made all, nuule ;«ui ndoen out MSUtoSfcVMI 6 tan lTo»c eater Zm. fll-Frn) 


4.1 0 LBSURE PROG SR PARTNERSHIP MOVKS CHASE Mb 11 C3AM 

1 lOOP-l GENERAL COMMMD (30) ORtanar«T-1 1-9 P Carberry 

3 111122 UIPI.T OEOROE (22J (■>> J Wnne 4-1 1-6 A PMeCoy 

3 1 3P3S. -6 QRAHOAPPtAUSE [7B)M Uu.^ndje 5-11-1 B PnaMfl 

4 215-302 JUST RDBU: (10) A Jones 6-1 H) — SIMM 

5 2.IP000- SABEEL(204) T Gmip 5-1C-13 DBudby 

TOP FORM TVS! Oeoaral Coaaaand 0, ShMKp Oeusa 7 

Beniag: Evens Oeneral Coomand. 5-4 SmgUy Gecnje. 7-1 Just Basra TIM Onnl Applauee. SI-1 
Ssbe-K Snraara 

Fom QU DC -GENERAL COMMAND: Comkiruhm .inner, tod 3 out. ran on to bl BeaKcn 71 (Per in lot. 

6di 

WA T caonoc: E >hn dnroe. ran on. no chann *m> easy Mnaar. 2nd bin 7) by PnOaeli iChebnihair 
3n» Gd-Fmi 

GRAND APPLAUSE Tadodcgfln.Mnlltfin handlcao hwdto *» by CUseic Ethanl (Worctsler Jm. Od- 
Fm| 

JUST ROME Led pull Miindner) end headed 3 oin. ran an. 5no.bin B, to HarrUun T otfh tTowcBtAer jmS. 

ijc-fffli 


4. 40 SEVEN BARROWS HANDtCAP HURDLE Mb 1 lOydi C3JM 

1 151I0I- SQUmESRH(1M)(D) A Tureell 6-U-O PCwbany 

2 f IW- SWEET lOUHUHfcl I H (1 37) (0) Un U Reedley 7-11-4 .. PMraa 

3 ra-114 NAOJATK2a}(D)DG4ndoH; b-10-4 . . H Dwyer* 

4 0C.-.8F6- BOOKCASE (225) (CO) 0£lswMth»-W-l -PHaEaf 

B 1- JUUASOARXINVADSR (704) A Ltooie 5-IM NPawaB 

TOP FORM TIPSe Swaal Mgneaaoe B, Sqabn SMl 7 

Betting: 6-4 Sweol Miqucumte T-J Sou, re Silk, 9-3 Naaalt. 6-1 Boo* aue 16-1 JuWdarlUnvsMf 3 

(paraa 

FORM QUSX7 - SWEET NMNOHETTE: fil irorittw F'aL lasl ran D«f nnrdtes In May. «eaienad 2 out itfl. 
tui atl ISl to Chiel UibSler iKi,^ic* ’m. CJ Fmi 

NAOJATliBid mrsuse .' jvk. nol teccser lait-it 4 oin n t: WihJ ShawWT iCheiwniam 2mR. Gd-Ftn| 
BOOKCASE Bl (run rr. Fl.i las: ran aver nurotos in Uan* .tier never oangeroui. BPi. BID aU 351 la Jin 
iTTincamon 3m. Shi 

JULI AS DAR K OlVADBRl Has t.*sl run smut imt re^wc .inner d PiungHcn In Noveiltoer ISM. M Barra* 
3H'^uih3tin3mit Gd> 


3LOO Ftoealjp* J 

220 FToaUDQ I 

3.00 Annecy 


3JO OM Ro u nJ 
44M HonaiaiHl 
4L30 Lotn ay n m nBBooa 
tOO Maatar Chartar 


3.40 FLAVMtoLllSUflfl FOUR TEAR OLD HURDLE 2m IIGyda 13030 

1 iltU- STOMPtN(m)(D)«"Sihnwr" »5-" 

2 IllOa- BALANAK(1B71(D)3 3a.iu:u;i-3 

I HK-J CUFTDHBEAT (20)(C0)>' Heats HO 
« J0P1S6- MASKVIUX STAH(lS7) (Co) P tf jwa H-! 


5.1 O NEWBURY HATWMAL HUNT FLAT 2in IlOyda C1JB2 

1 11- THE BOUNDER (S48)0ia-?n«,u33 (-li-ii 

2 >-a SmOLESDURCINQ (14) M.vtHKnrjm 4-11-10 

3 COXWELLSTCPTOE bid". Hhniohi S-Il-J 

4 0- IF ONLY (1ST) P MclensneM 5-n-l 

9 JETBOTSUre JPnnuni-ii-i . _ 

B JUST ALBERT Ur- jPiunanS-n-l 

7 0- MANOFW«LJE7I24S)hHeiM^i<tan5-i1-l . . . 

B WULClBOl DREAM TWO G BiM<n-.) 5- 1 ua 

9 MY SOHTOMJLoti'jb-11-4 

10 (OCR V WILDE C Bri»iis S- 1 1— I 

11 G- PAULA'S BOY (911)0 (injins.lia 

12 SILENT GUNS C E'jerttn 6-11-4 

13 SOLO WUIMSS ttnc-rttfltr-VI-i 

14 BUS CAT P Bt/W S-lt-a 

15 ARBAWTOLalrHi,n <I 4-ll-j 

IS HOOOSnHAWKftHeMt-vvni-u-1 , _ 

17 NASSAU PARK l Snx‘* 4-11-3 

IB KDABA :t 4-11-3 

19 SAXON DUKE PneSM 4-n-J . . 

20 3) TOSKICMtL-'lYiBUA^tonA-iuL 

31 MFSSSULABULA3Hm*C-t'*M? 

22 PEPTIC LADY SCac 5-1C-I3 .. . _ . 

23 CHINA HOSE S W: :cman 4-ic-i; . . 

24 MAENAD DlhynrnBiri-l-lC-13 

25 HICK THE GOLD * : toare 4-r— u 
TOP FORM TIPS; ToeM B, Stogtoa Saved 7 

Betting 9-3 The Boun>r b-i liita. H:ca.-4 Hjn>. t-1 Sin-Jio Scmrong. 
!mi>itru)r 


Breen He a i «wda | a.C u toT C i n a J In Thin. ■* DaatdM Mbkanu 
Flgwea to fareefcan MMr hataato arena deaela day* (ham fated aretog 

2.00 EUMMAN BBmERS FUND CMWO MAJOEN STAKES *70 Tf EBEB1 

101 0 SAMin<EBUARDS(19) JOulnn 9-0 JOWMall 

102 D BATOUTDFTHEBLUE (#) W ttnipi 9-0 JMaOOa<ai7 

10B 6POBgQHJU I1 0 MW n' U» PCh4ppto-HyatnlMl ... JRaMIS 

104 3*343 FOREST ROBIN (17) R Johnson Houghton 9-0 AMnOlooel 

IDE 4 FOUROAMBD (17) P Hanla 9-Q ^.OtBadS 

10B 0 OEHMANO (22) G Wagg 9-0 M HMc 3 

107 DGVMm(13S)jaoM«i»-a J Caned 21 

100 HAWKSLET TflU. (7) lire J RamMui 9-0 JKFhBmIO 

100 HIQNFOU PET M JAnsUfl 9-41 JWnnre 

110 3 MSI YAW (14) J Duilop9-0 W Careen 12 

111 60 KEMLWORTH DANCOR (23) Mn U Bmetoy M KDarieylB 

112 6MANOT(1t)JHe2toitonMl • N Kennedy > 

113 MELT THE CtOUOS P ItenWI 9-0 jGDudlaUB 

114 KPORD SOUW J Famhapa 9-0 _ — D Hantean 2 

119 6S SOENT OMBtf (9) M PreacflU 9-0 C Rate 20 

110 0 WAGEIQMXB) R Hanran 9-0 — DOTM3(9)11 

117 WlWrreDQEBHKNWI - R Sheet 14 

11B MMAWNE Dintap M RHBM4 

110 00 DONA FIUPA (22) lilac L SHdall 6-9 J3tetoaw»17 

120 E TARNKSM (Z7)l49knito 8-fl W 1N *n g ,.a 14 

1*1 0 nUTARA fEI) B HUlr 8-6 J Hen IS 

122 VBORNSA FRANCO J Dun Up 8-9 TQr*ni22 

TOP FORM DPS: Tamrere 8, Poreloa Jadgareaal 7, MpM 0 

BaMtoM MTarraem. 5-1 Foreign Juogamwn, T-1 Forest Robin, ft-1 Inatyam. Germano, 13-1 FowriaMiL 

OymQifi 22 mm tb 


2.30 OIBSOH BOOTH URnCAP in or 132ydiM*7T1 

201 0S30S1 TUDOR VELAND (13) (B> C BnOabi V9-1 J BDoytaB 

202 3*5220 QOOO HAND (131(C) J VMM 94-3 - R Conner** 12 

203 64912 FLOATING LNK (13) (D) (BP) E AtotoP 7-W K Fate 6 

304 63MK 4ADWAL(17)D»4» ley 1-9-0 WteaanD 

306 4V4C55 SHOWY PGTHHL (10) J Ouutap 3-4-13 JWmll 

200 527331 SBIRELEY BOUNMN (10) (4Maa)R UdCelar 3-4-10 TBprafeaO 

307 30032 SUGAR OHLL (27) Un M Revelav 5-6-8 JCOarieyT 

208 0/006-03 EXPRESS GIFT (IB) Ury 14 Rnvetey 6-6-7 JWMto m al 

90S 063CAKTGCHKO(12l1)TT)lMnuinjMtoaV6-S SHUtonfel 

210 21i»l GREEN LAND m(4Maa) 5 Wlltomt 3-4-2 J Tate 3 

211 541330 KRIVA (39) RWMatas 3-7-13 — ESaadareS 

212 *60003 QUANGO (10) R iWWnltoad 4-7-8 M Henry (9) 13 

213 4G3K3 NOR VtNTADE (31) (C)U Chapman t-7-7 Unrlk) Dwyer (1) 

ID 

TOP FORM TIPS: Tntfar toNred B, FWaHag Un 7. Jadml 8 

BeBfeHP 5-1 JMW41. 9-1 Emhbk CBK. Tutor Wand 7-1 Floating Line. Sugar MIL 6-1 Green Lana, Snowy 
Petrel 13raaera 


402 002300 TANAH HERAH (133) E AlBtoa 4-4M) X Dmrtay 3 

403 01 HARBOUR (SLABS (22) U Stoeln 5-4-6 KManl* 

TOP FOM TVS: OM tewM 2, tetaaa Utoai 7 

BaGhr 4-7 OUHoneL 6-4 HartMor Wand. 14-1 Tanah Merab lira 


4.00 CPL HOMEIW NURSmv HANDICAP 2T0 1* C4JMI 

901 13 EXAL7ED0H1 M Pracon 9-7 — G DofDaMS 

902 6113 ALZAHT1 (30) (BF) P Cole 9-3 OOTM(S) 

903 33326 TABRIZ DM) J Bettiafl S-H) JitaUIO 

604 6Z2302 CRYSTAL FALLS (1 9) J O'Neill 6-6 — KFaBoaa 

909 040 M0HTADI(34)(BF} JIAmtoolMI WCarsonS 


900 042113 AUSSM (01) (D) If TdngKiRl 6-7 


607 E6 PUONf17)(BF)HHUl6-1 

900 4231S1 H0MBJUN>(2S)(D)T NeuaMdO 7-13 

909 600 PHANTOM HAZE(03)bba S H46 1-7 

910 00S0C ■NSTOBEACH (32) CBildalil 7-7 

TOP POM TIPSr AhanO B, Motel 7, 4oWt a 

n e W a i. 7-7 Abano. 9-2 Homeland. 5-1 ExalM.Ta0rtt.6-l Aunle.7-1 Crpto' FiJb. 


_0Dr>HMd3 

_DOWaM(9)1 

_ JRaUIO 

..KFnBnna 

—W Careen 9 

._PRa2hreaa7 

..RHMaS 

.4tadai4 

.-NVartey(3)B 

. J Urea B 


6-1 MOMocI 10 


4.30 BOTISH COAL HnraPBaECLABMNG STAKES 7f 23^46 

901 0-44000 L0WTOUOLUOGS (14) MJahnetnn i-M 

902 300334 BOGART (97) ODCFaPharM 4-6-13 

003 010-600 DAAWO (07) (D) Mrs VAewilay 4-4- U 

004 2-4310 (0GEMMDGt3)(O)RHlNtotl 4-9-11 

609 506000 AWESUKVEHTOHE (20) {0) M CHapman 5-8-W — 

BOO 200-060 RED FIVE (Iff) □ MoflaX 4-8-10 


C Ryan 15) 
JWJQ0My(7) 
M Mart* (7) 
.EKaaB[7) 
MrMMoGrMb 

m 

Mr C yiflore (7) 
.R Arnold (D 
-Cftatn 

- Mr E Jreaea 

A Proctar (3) 

. Mr R Jabnaan (3) 
. MrMHMM 
..Rlbreay (5) 
MrP P-Gordan 
(7) 

- -MLannCn 

-Jlh PHaWay (7) 

. D WdM (9) 
.OTenaarO) 

. aiM(I) 
ALareaah(3) 
HrT MeCalhy 
,-F Perratl (3) 

-J Ma** (3) 
•MreAPanatl 


10-1 C jreetr Soptan. ij-i 

26 nai u ari 


3.00 OBIOPEAN I 

lVOImM.700 
301 ANWK 


I FUND CdOPHUTIVE BANK PLC FILUBW MAIDEN STAKES 


301 ANNECY HCaUI 8-11 W Ryan 11 

302 30 BASOOD (17)E Duttep 8-1 1 WSaUnS 

303 06 BOOFAW LASS (20) B HUH8-I1 M HMa 10 

304 DAUVHOOnEJl«n8-ll AHHfeiS 

303 NASEOIAUAHARW Hern 6-11 ..TSprakeB 

3M 0 OVERRULED (BO) (BP) Dtodar 6-11 JHnpn< 

307 5 P0RrUQUESEUL(39) 0 Hiciio<to6-11 man Tbnmaa ~ 

306 DSMMSV SUE (11)14 Johnawn 6-11 ... JWaneeM 

309 MIMINO SUN BWb 6-11 J WHtornc 7* 

310 THMBV PCole 8-11 . -...TOMmil 

lit 00 UPUFT(I1)14 PteSEOBS-l! GDaffiaMB 

TOP FORM UPS: Oe amJ ed fl, teM gurea IE7 

BaUap 8-4 Annecy. 8-1 Overruled. 7-1 Nassem AtoMat 8-1 &Ddtar1 Lm, Trdby. Sinking Sun. 19-1 
Oalntunne. Parlugew ul Unarms 


3.30 RIB MMMG CONDtnOMS STAKES 2m 1 1 0yda C3E09 

401 429534 CHJ) ROUVB. (20) D Murray SntUi 4-9-4 N Roberts 1 


•07 1403H DOJQHT OF SAWN («(0)K Way 3^-8 

BOG 0T38P5 DOWSONG (109(D) R AWium 4-8-4 

899 333200 ROS5UI BUM (9) Ifra J Ramadan 4-8-9 : 

•10 00-6000 ACCESS CARNIVAL («) R Boss 4-8-8 

911 5D*40 FB8iCHGniQBI(11llBaA9na*-4-4 

•12 060200 CIWERPUL 0R0OH (23) (D| J Mactoa 4-4-6 

•13 00 D8DIT WATER (11) JBftoger 3-4-6 

614 POO SHEROOT (20) D UottaD'3-6-5 ... 

•IS 000-80 CYPRUS POOTT (*07) S Gdmptal -l-4-t 

«• 045600 BORROWBV (20) HWEretoftiy 3-4-3 

•17 OOGOOO RANKA40AD2 (36) D Entice maw 4-4-1 

•IS (WON NEVER SUCH BUSS (18) J BeHtol 3-8-0 - 

•19 SWMOa EtJPHYUJA (34) Bob Jure* J-7- <3 

TOP FORM TIPSr Lai*y*a9HNM 10, RapnriMnd 8, Drendaf 7 
OaMagi 4-1 LdseydumflAani, 7-1 DaNgm 01 Dann, 4-1 Rosaln Blue. Dornong I 
12-1 DaaMi. Freot* Otnger. 


5.00 SJA. APPRENTICE HANDICAP 370 71 C3.T60 

1 01 1)00) MOIRtlQATS (B) (D) U Bk-tay » 7 

2 20030 NORDIC DOLL (B3){tnBHHtt 9-4 

a 537065 PEMRAH FAVK (S7) J Barry 9-1 

4 322300 MHtrraH TROVE (40) Ron niangnan 8-13 

■ 501BM BLASTS) (28) R Hamm 8-13 

« mao A MH BOnW8U8(lOT)E Mann 8-11 

7 3505U EVAN VLP US C1B)(D)J Eyre 8-10 

B 43-8443 SO AMA2NU (00) (BF) Mbs S Hal 84 

8 046000 F0LUPUI(1tt)PEva*s4-7 

TO 0260 MA$mLCHAIITHR(1T)(BT)Mn JRunutonB-l 

11 314000 omMDANT (17) J Ftefereld 6H6 

12 444004 SAUK (22} DAMldbnOia-a 

13 3O40M RUKV ROYAL (10) TMugftlH 6-3 _____ 

14 «nt»PWBUANCC(ai(0P)jeaUlng84) 

15 0-00 DB9BNTOR (178) J Gtorer 44 

f« 0-00*0 BALA CQOLA (94) C Hotgan 6-0 

17 S3B54 SWEET MATE (17) S Boating 7-10 

18 6000 HAD ABOUT THE OHL (17)0 CcMPOve 7-6 ... 

19 603404 NERHS LEBOW(11)PM MHchaH 7^ 

20 D43CD0 SC3SSORRIDGB(4)(D)J Brtogai 7-6 

21 5*2*6 BOOST (17) CTbanacn 7-7 - 

2* oawo IT (SHOW (IDS Grump 7-7 


J Wa«wr 109 

WWaamiB 

M Daartog 13* 

.. — jhoMib 

C Ma te (7) 3 

DananHWMt 

ms 

CSeaRy(7)2 

.T ten* 14 

RFW*9 

W tea 10 

K Dairy 1 

— — 0 Mad 10 
JOBaMCSM* 

r7_7o McKeom 17 

~Jttn TUdar 7 
VCn«n 12 


Reprehend. V^l Bogan. 


— P McCabe 6 
.-JDMhll 
—PFWy(8)20 
— A DMy (3) 10 
— DOTIaM 19 
..JPPHotlftoB 
..NVartey 13* 

L H ecitoa 21 

— G MRabeB (3) 22 

S Senders 11 

— 0 Part* (3) 9 
.. IDnmaa 1 


12* 

-J Stack 14 


San6are{3)10 
D HafM 7* 

._ JJ WriyW B 
.-Mart*Dwyar(J) 

15 

. EBM2 
- E Shad (5) 10 
.Jl Henry 4 


B a M to p 6-1 UaW CtMrttr. «-1 Ummiga*. Sneal llata. So Atnulng. 12-1 Htmtta Doll. Sal Us Evan Tip 
IM. Pirnonoe. Ri*y Royal 22 raairi 


I Fakenham National Hunt card 


GMeCmM 

MARDhpenddY 


• Blinkered today for the first time: DONCASTER: 3.00 
Sinking Sun: 4.30 Desert Water 


LEO Looy Tnfty 

3LSO Femiteo (nb) 

2JSO Tire ted Out, 

4-GO ruarfii Praia* 

MOUVOleughwia 

440 Pomhdon'a Dream 


sjzo Ai-mmrei 


Results 


NEWBURY 

2J>3 (Tf* t. BARREL OP MOW. D 

S^oenPViT-l&o'iY! 2,Lyntr»Larl irs-'i 
3, CMD IMaM> i”-* m M»1. *1 FlachM 
TakHrahll4-ll r-1 COUV JOllO. 27 ran 
«.K tJEyfPiTole MW.tl B0.t6tti.Ci Ml. 
080 Dual f C32 60 CSF L168 91 Trdl 
£309 DO. TncasT C1.0C6 9< Trip P3900 
5U4Q (2ml; T, BN VACAMCIS. T SwjUb 
116-1 1 2. lata*rBH’4-ll *.* , ure'*a Yl>1aat« 
i»-li 7-0 fjv Gamcosi Boy H ran Nk lb 
ia Fotibti T am £1 2.» £=» ClW- n.M 
OualP.CSiaa CSF UZ 69 T.ujasftscr w 
Tru an so 


racelTisje] 

FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

080 1-1 OS- 1 68 



[gasffigSBffiBfflgga 


3.10 (71 64ytJ»): 1. TUMBLEWEED 
RtDOE. BBJ.IOI’-J itluivl LtusyFllaM 
r-Z it ti«'. 3, Breeden Mjtqlc i-*—1 1 9 ran 
5, nK. iB hanl Tpl t C3 efr tl 60 1 1 60 
£140 Dull f £1110. CfiF tl* 76 Trie 
110 00 

3^0 (B1^ * , DOBULLA, Q Or'«>lha i LV1* 
3, Smniarria Chiae 18-I1 3. Auino 
1 10- it. 4, Or eon Pwbune i lo- 1 1 7-j to. 
No £rlrj'. Itr ran 3. n). |R AKenmsti T0K> 

tuW ti bo t: *>. t; ;o Dual F 

r?3tJ0 i— S* c:*5 8l TiHilhC0.W7M. 

4.10 (07)1 1, FLY TIP, M Milh ■ 1 l-li. 2, 
MawB an 3, Cray ChM i J— i mvi 

70 ran h S (B M,ii s . Ton.- £.16.50. D 40 
CdO £1 90 Du.ll F 16)30 CSF C75 9" 
Tno CUOO 

4u40 lire 2£)> 5. BUTT ZAMAYEM. B 
Pnrnam i V- 1 r 3, Main Oftandcr 1 13-8 Ms I. 
3. O h Otarerh 116-11 ij.an 3V 5 1BH1IK1 
Tom 19 90 £2 00 £' 30 CJ 40 Dual F 
ti: Kl CSF u: 26 Tr-O t4» « 

9.1 0 (1m 2f Sydah 1, JAQELLON, J Punl 
1 12-1 1 2. Khtga AamaoiMy .30- li. 0, Out 
On A PromJao ii.'.li 4, SKvar Qra*i 
iW-n t-1 Fy. QcunjjiM'i 22 ran It 3% r.V 
Muirl C16 10.(4 00 L4.JO (2 30 Dual 
f 1 1 39 30 <ISF fSMSB Tr.i.isl £2 71547 
Trio £396 30 

Bu4C(1m3f):1,PASIH 1 0r-rtii'i (IOI, 2. 

Daven Panaan|.:.l I .vi. j, Atmutilmm . 7- 

li l3llii 111 I**. |U .LMAjrll -fl If £19.70 
» tl *0 Chi.il F V--3 20 23F 

£46 00 Tik. ? 74.10 

JACKPOT:*; -i uern 7,3 > U; 15..n«-itMi- 

-iVj'.StW.il,.),. 

OUAOPOTIT." *••• 

PLACE POT; li- 


NOTTINGHAM 

XOO ( Of): 1 , UTTLE IBNR, K Fjltan ( 11 - 1 1 
a, Htwiach 1’1-lK », Kfehory ahm H2- IV 
4-1 lav TinL«r Osmi'ilt'ii 24 ran Ml. X iP 
Ev-msr Foie £.17 70. T.S40 fJOTO CS 10 
DuilF £1 15190 CSF 055 M 

2- 30 (2m): 1. 3®A VI CTO B. P UMDinvin 
il»-2j 3, Snprama Star i9-1i: 3, Coto- 
iM««IIO-U 4, Grout Oration M J— 1 1 4-1 
fcl« M.iLim«« 20 f J" Slid I. |J L Harrryi 
Tide 4,5 50 tl M 14 M £1 60 E4 60 DualF 
C54. to ilSF £57 61 Trie isc i463 in 
3rOO(1m41f)M|BIMSEY l S5.indPf 1(13-8 
<3-1 3. Su|bO 120-11. 3, Clraeiau (33-lt. 11 
un 9. B iP Ak«iui61) Ton* 1220 Cl 3D. 
L2 i» C142D Dual F 03 S3. CSF £31 92. 

3- ao (1m Of): 1. OPERA BUPP, A 7rt>eldn 
16-11 2, Pampas Breus (3-j | d¥ |. a, 

I CoOa^e NkuM (16-11 10 r.in 4. 3A iMm 
Gj> Keilc*a/i Toio £8 00 rr®. C2 10. j 
! W30 Dual F £520 C5F 120 « Trio- | 
C6J90 I 

4.00 (1m 54 yds]: 1, DUSHYANTOR, YY 
"vjii 1 1- 3 1.1*1. 2, Altamura (7-11. J. Fly 
Railing i20-l i 19 ran \ 7 in C-:,!) Toh? 

£1 30 Cl 10 £1 40 f.4 20 Dual* Cl 80 C3F 
£5 =4 Tr V £27.40 

4J0 ( 1m SAyrfs): 1. GENTLE IRON V. J F 

F'Mn 112-1) 2. Klngdhip Boy ( 9-l|. a, 
MMh Pt amha n '-v-i Uwi 1*3 ran 1 <,hi. .'B 
M **11411 1 TOH? 113*0 £3 tO C2€C. £170 
Dual F CM 40. CSF tllORI Trh; £86 50 
Mfi RtKBjU Lodiiu (Kinq;hip Boy 1-0 0*11 
u0'4 fartplACrrO 2n6 Wdt - !«r.A>- 1 V ntoUn r‘ 

9.00 (1m 94yds): 1, EAMBA SHARPLY, 

V. Wi.k-4*. 1 1<*- 1 . 2. Hew Phe Eyes 

<::-l' 3, Ocean Park it—!! *, Rnbura 
.1-1 1 4-UviC— .t«j Itli in 1,1.1 lAHrith) 
Tr.l- . I-) 20 \ 1 iW *. ■ 40 20 C2 Yl Ouji 

F 12lii !(■ CiF f24..i,- tiicju £1 3r‘^y 
9.90(1 tn tf 21 Jytto): 1. HOSE OF SIBE- 


RIA. M Fenton it— 2 lav I 3, Nor B i n ns Sod 
1 4—1) O, R*rt OoHn Grey (9-2|. 14 ran. 1». 
■jwl 1LI B*Hii Tom- C3 70. C1.«). C1.6C. Ci.40 
Dull F £6 70 C3F CIS 81 TnotC40.4a. 
QUADPOTi £16 50. PLACEPOT: £109^0. 

HEREFORD 

3-20 (Sms II Hdo> 1.5UPRMME MUUC, 

A P Lfctoy (0-J|. G, Bono Setter (VI). 8, 
tenqoe Jungmr (2-5la*l 8 tar 3L.ahd (P 
Nisiiullsi Toie £5 10 C2 10 El 30. Dual F- 
CI1.10 CSF ££3 61 

SJH) (2m 3f cun 1. POUJBN PRWDC. A P 

McCoy \U-to (avi. X, Zagra ( 15-61. 3, On 
The Tear iSO-11. 6 ran. Mu 20 (<3 BakHng) 
Tile £220 £i io. £1 20 Dual F* Cl JO CSF' 
OM 

Lla(lm 11 Ihuy 1 . FOBT1C fahcy, c 
L iewHIyn (4-1 fav). 2, Qoorge Loom 16-1): 
3, Serfs* Moreitte (15-2). *. Al 9*4 
i7-n 17 ran ig.fi iN Twlston-Davical TalB 
C4 30 tl W tl 80. C2 *0. OJ2B Dual F. 
£0 70 CSF ao.M Tricast 1 176 04 Tr w 
004 60 

3-30 (3m II IlOyda Chfc 1. FAR 
SENIOR, 1 ) Murphy |9-2|. 2# DeeArt Run 
;7-2i L KJweten Tyeecn |S-4 (avl. fl ran, 
Shd. 3D lie Bailey) Tela* £4 « C2 00. C2-40 
Dual F n*» OSF CIO 83 
4JIO (ft* CBN 1, RE ve EH ROSE. J R 
K-I.dridqh 1 1 1— I). 2, CeptaJn KhetHWl lI-7 
Mvi 3, HsBiam Tam 114-1) 4 ran. ift, dial. 
IM MdMilUnt Toie* C3 JO DF- Cl 30 CSF. 
(4 (Li 

4250 (Sot 34 1 10yda HdM): 1, STAPLE- 
FORD LADY.W McF.ir land (9-41. 2, ABaar. 

(On a»B«n :?-!(! fail 3, Bmleelve SdlthMi 

,7-1 (I |J«I 5 tan 10 11 '4 Moore) Tote- 
£3 :o LI ro Cl W Dual F C7 20 C-SF £TJE 

OUADPOT: £ 1 32 ‘/i PLACEPOT: £23 1 90 


* DasMee WMwra. Gofap Caod 

2.20 WAISHKHAM SELLUta HAKHCIJ’ HURSUi2>sta,T20 

1 12B3-4 LONBRBK (10) C AIM 4-11-10 _D Gafleeber 

2 31 23 IF— SALIOOtlO (290) (0) JDfm Rhlto 6-11-4 -JBKManeijQ 

3 ISOS/- WORDflHini (94fl) J L Harrto 5-11-1 PRH negMlaP) 

4 4004-rn UICY TUFTY (19) JPSBIM 4-10-11 MBret* 

5 4-01530 LOnCANJO (fl) (CD) D Carey 4-10-13 ....GSteM(7) 

• 81500-3 WAtnomNNH (10) (CD) K HVipovfl-5-KMO JRyee 

7 31*321 OBSOm BEAOO(IO) (D) J AHNTii 7-104) T UnacotnhofT] 

fl OPOKIf- SANDRO (303) Mnw L Boear 6-10-fi 1 Harvey ★ 

• 52PP WOMIYS WAR (OS) L WordnuFMni *-10-3 H FfcnreS 

10 5309)4 YKMAN D0IH0 (9) J Janklns 7-10-0 - . ..D YaflmrlmP) 

BMDqi 11-4 Lou BBk. 4-1 Lacy Tdly.W Greta's Boago . 6- 1 Owner , 7-1 SaMong, B-i Lonai*). 
17-1 Wcrdsnjti 10 naafta. 

2.50 PUDUNG NORTON CONDmOHALJOCXSTW HA N1XCAP CHASE 3re110yrfmC9407 

1 3SffllM WE BUD CLUB £13) KBa/lay 7-11-10 -TJOtorpby 

S '4/PUU5- FEU HA HMBE(111) (CO)R Oufiewn 19-11-4 B Foehn [3] 

3 12-1246 MAOSOO0 (13) (flJMaWin KWH) .Sterae 

4 44QS- BROS FE50I(1E3) ODR WcBin IB-V3-1 □ Lathy 

fl 33F522- OEHMNOfOH (Iflfl) S Hubbarn MM . — KGAefc 

• fSf.fP-P ono THEMYSne (11)3 Coafliup 13-10-0 NaK Brewe (7) 

8*0*9 Erena The Bui dub. 7-2 DeiuingUi *-1 Aim Fore. 8- 1 MigpsM. K-1 Fade Na Hhim. 40- 1 1nto 

TV Uyedc. Ineam. 

3.20 mp|T HOMOS HOnCSS' CHASE Mali OydaCSiflK 

1 6SJ-3I7 NOflUO.Y(8)|D)NVWKm 0-11-7 JM* 

3 305-F21 LAKE OF LOUGHBMA (T) K Barfay 5-11 -fl ^TJMreyhylS) 

fl 2052-12 PHD0MU.(14) (D) (BF) 14 Pi#n 5-11-6 , - .. OMyaw 

4 6U4F5-3 ABXAN(inGEnlCH8-ll-(I - - - - _ JHKmaaOh 

5 JflflfP- M*nBIAHBAY(2P4)UrtJ Ptohan 7-11-0 .WMwaN* 

• 4r*4tM BAHIAN (Ifl) Mre V Ward 9-11-0 _ RDeah 

7 71UDI- 5BQD RHXJA <178)3 Lto tor 6-n-O Ch*WaMi(5) 

8 SaAKJNOKWuiyawO-ll-O JHym 

BaBtegiV-* PndeaH, 11-1 Late Odguonnu. 4-1 9«od flioot W Notedly. 7- 1 Sauiiin. B-I Marten Bay 

3.50 MMSHABL flCOTItSV (TURF ACCOUNTANT) HANDtCAP HUBBLE MnCOrOOS 

1 MIOIF MATE A H»HTCAP(1fl)(B)NLmmoden (-11-11 DMgamhr* 

2 Olfil 12- BURES (144) U Icmc'.ili 4-11-10 DQ^hBMr* 


3 «Eia-a BMJ<BIG(27)(D)SUeBDr5-Hk-lO CMaWMbd] 

4 2320-11 FHWUF1NO (16) (D) P RkA 7-10-0 — -W Henan 

BaOta* 7-4 Ham A Nlobtoap. 7-1 Bures. 5-1 Ferrvbno *-l Crttuig. 4naaare. 


4.20 MESTHCRFaUC max HAMWCAP CHASE tefii ItOp* C4JK1 

« OfZFVZ- CRAFTY CHAPLAM (41 T) D McCain 9-12-0 0 HeCa* 

2 KICK non (DM Aftern 8-IM JIAtee 

3 M-93R5 JMwrr (TTICA (0)(D) T B* 8-11-12 - - _.J RaMaa 

4 U3U-1S2 CANT0nSTRFTOR(1O)MrT JIHlpemB-lVO _Wtes*e 

B SMi/0-0 MASTBI COMBBY (181 Ml* L Bowr 11-11-2 - — DC4Me> 

0 HU2P3 POP PETS PBT (97) J HuHlM 8-11-0 5Cnrrea(3)* 

T 3030-U3 LODESTONE LAB HD R DUdl S-10-fl DMoredtt 

0 )VIP-n CANDDIAL nuPH|12«)m HIM A Erttocoa 1T-1D-5 JRyaa 

9 744JVJ4 1 SOUNDS GOUKN (16) John Write 7-10-Q JHImo*. 

BaHhHP 2-1 Cantons Fraw. 7-2 ItomiL 9-£ Lodanone Lad. S-i Paopata P«L 6-1 deity Uutfdui. W-1 
JianyOUKL | nan. 

4.50 uni£ BNORBn JUOBMU N 0 V 1 CCM HtRRILB (HVI) flVO Me C 2 AU 

U’l-S -. P BrUymte # 


1M — 4 Ryan 

...JIHa 

... PHcUugMtop) 

H th en na n 

.... JFTWay 

T Juki 

IMCOG 10-4 ,-dJ R Karenagfe 

R vWyn Oiiniinian'y Otmia. 7^ Bnlwhi . S-i Fan Temm, 8-1 Coh o*0f , Waodari. 8-1 Basil 5 hr 
70-1 Goad Bn^raa! 

5*20 UTTLE OOKIfUNQ JUWRNLE NOVICES' HWBLC (DW fl) 3Y0 2re C3JWS 

1 ACQUITTAL J Fanahgee 10-12 . Ih^, 

a K kings town (is)B (toweaii a>-ij r 

a CALL ME FLASK 1*14 Psiy IM ■; ’ dZT 

4 4 COURT RAP (19) 3 Mailer ltl-8 

5 OQUWYN Bdb Jones 10-9 

B KunoraiessHanto 194 “ jTZ-. 

7 W ATCH WT UPS U Towplrtna 10-fl T “r~T~ 

A At wi B HK l ffi K &iniMnflten m fqy(i jft-7 . , J RKowMik 

8MN0W8-2 Own ton.J-l Awuoi.7^ WMOi My LU.4-lMCWtote.WI Ktoga Vdtoh. 12-1 (townyfl 

• Moonax, trained by Barry Hills, and Assessor (Richard 
Hannon) are among the nine acceptors for the Prix Royal-Oak 
at Longchamp on Sunday. 3 


coru>i'innj with ins farher id I The* c;isecuniinin>s todny. J nn miniature "toy environ- l Seven Dwarfs! 


junic.* imidirru up Ai|i m a, r(# i mm ui»r Hre ueni!£ nittmea | — 7 
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Soccer 

Champions out 
of their league 


David Lacey says Blackburn Rovers and other British clubs are 
found wanting in Europe for lack of basic technique and wit 


O N TUESDAY In the 
Defa Cup, George 
Weak, Milan's Libe- 
rian striker, met a 
through-ball from Albertmi 
as a Strasbourg defender 
closed in. What happened 
next defied belief, even after 
several television replays. 

Without breaking stride, 
Weah somehow dick-volleyed 
the bouncing hall square to 
his right, leaving the French 
team's defence wide open as 
Simeone surged through the 
gap to score with the deftest 
of touches. 

The following evening, in 
Warsaw, a high through-pass 
from Blackburn Rovers’ Hen- 
ning Berg caught the Legia 
defenders moving up too late 
for offside. The hall went to 
Chris Sutton, who had only to 


control it and turn to give 
himself a dear run at goal So 
ponderous was his execution, 
however, that the chance had 
gone by the time he realised 
the possibilities. 

“We need to get the ball 
wide and get in behind the 
full-backs to get crosses into 
Sutton and Shearer.'' said 
Ray Harford, the Blackburn 
manager. "If we get the ball 
into them straight they can't 
turn themselves around.” 

It would appear, then, that 
success in Europe is as much 
about a state of mind as a 
state of play. Yet the glaring 
evidence of the present state 
of play, after Juventus's con- 
temptuous demolition of 
Rangers in the Champions’ 
League and Blackburn's con- 
tinuing failure in the same 


tournament, suggests that at 
the highest levels British 
teams are now as far behind 
as they were in the early Six- 
ties, when Rangers and 
Wolves were being severely 
mauled by Eintracht Frank- 
furt and Barcelona. 

Remembering how Milan 
tore the Juventus defence 
apart only last Sunday, per- 
haps It was as well that 
Rangers were playing in 
Turin. At least they could 
plead in mitigation that they 
were missing Laudrup and 
Gascoigne. Juventus, more- 
over, had already beaten a 
good-looking Borussia Dort- 
mund side 8-1 in the Ruhr. 

But when Leeds United lose 
5-3 at home to PSV Eind- 
hoven, Manchester United 
having already been knocked 



out by Rotor Volgograd, it 
may still be pertinent to won- 
der how much of the present 
popularity of the Premier 
League is hype-induced. 

Certainly the poverty of the 
English performances in the 
European Cup since the post- 
Heysel ban was lifted five 
years ago suggests a genera- 
tion of players straggling to 
bridge a widening gap which 
that absence from European 
involvement created. 

At least Blackburn Rovers 
are not alone in looking 
second-rate in Europe.' 
Arsenal were out-thought and 
out-manoeuvred by BenQca, 
Leeds United's 3-0 defeat in 
Stuttgart was worse than any- 
thing so far perpetrated by 
Blackburn, and although 
Leeds survived on a techni- 
cality after a brave 4-1 
recovery in the re t urn leg 
they still went out ineptly to 
Rangers. 

Manchester United's two 


Champions' Cup campaigns 
brought grief: elim ina t ion by 
Galatasaray one season, hu- 
miliation by Barcelona and 
Gothenburg the next The 
Uefa restrictions on foreign 
players handicapped United 
but Blackburn do not have 
that excuse. 

Terry Venables recently did 
his best to offer an explana- 
tion for the apparent contra- 
diction in the strength of 
English football at home com- 
pared with its poor showing 
abroad. "We have the most 
exciting league in the world,” 
he said. "The matches are ex- 
citing and it’s a great spec- 
tacle for television. 

"But so much of the excite- 
ment comes from mistakes. 
Somebody makes an error 
and the ball’s in the back of 
the net But when we meet 
good teams from abroad they 
don’t make mistakes. 

“I talian league players are 
very akilfa l but maybe some 


of their matches are not so ex- 
citing to watch because there 
are not so many unforced 
errors. Yet Italian teams al- 
ways do well in Europe.” 

The Liverpool teams of the 
late Seventies and early-to- 
mid Eighties managed to 
close this gap. Nottingham 
Forest and Aston Villa also 
won the European Cup dur- 
ing this period. Imposing 
British qualities of pace, 
stamina and organisation on 
accomplished opponents. 

Arsenal's more recent suc- 
cesses in the Cup Winners' 
Cup involved seeing off tasty 
Italian sides in the shape of 
Parma and Sampdoria. 
George Graham managed to 
evolve a way of playing which 
denied apparently superior 
opponents opportunities to 
impose their skills. 

Nottingham Forest’s obvi- 
ous awareness of what for- 
eign competitions demand, 
and the residual European 


pedigree which still exists in 
Liverpool's make-up. promise 
to prevent a complete wipe- 
out of English interests before 
the quarter-finals. 

Bui the words from Black- 
bum's manager that accom- 
panied their entry into the 
Champions' League continue 
to chill. “There's no question 
of us adapting our style to 
suit European football," said 
Harford. “It's the old British 
bulldog thing. We can't play a 
patient game, we’d be too 
slow- getting there.” 

Forger about systems and 
arguments about playing one 
man up. Modern football is 
about players’ roles and the 
physical and mental expertise 
these roles demand. That is 
where so many Premier 
League players are found 
wanting and why foreigners 
such as Bohinen, Ginola, Can- 
tona. Gullit and Bergkamp 
can look like men introducing 
the Aztecs to the wheel. 


Record of 
European 
Cup failure 


1990- 91 2nd round: Rangers 
lost -1-1 on aggregate to Red 
Slur Belgrade. Liverpool were 
not allowed to enter. 

1991- 92 ist round: Rangers 
lost aw away goals to Sparta 
Prague. 

2nd round: Arsenal lost 4-2 
to Benfica. 

1992- 98 2nd round: Leeds 
lost 4-2 to Rangers. 
Champions' League: 
Rangers finished second in 
their group, one point behind 
eventual disgraced winners 
Marseille. 

1993- 94 1st round: Rangers 
lost on away goals to Levskl 
Sofia. 

2nd round: Manchester 
United lost on away goals to 
Galatasary. 

1994- 95 Preliminary round: 
Rangers lost 3-0 to AEK 
Athens. 

Champions' League: Man- 
chester United finished third 
in their group, behind Barce- 
lona and IFK Gothenburg. 


The view from Warsaw 


Rovers left on the 
Continental shelf 


David Lacey 


S URELY the animal 
rights people should 
have started to picket 
Blackpool airport by 
now. How many more live 
cargos must be packed into 
planes at the end of the 
Golden Mile for export to 
Europe's slaughterhouses be- 
fore there is a peep of protest? 

To make matters worse, 
these poor creatures continue 
to be encouraged in the belief 
that their ultimate destina- 
tion lies amid the rich pas- 
tures of Italy or Spain. Maybe 
the truth will dawn only 
when they arrive at the gates 
of the Kremlin as the Russian 
winter starts to bite. 

Mud wrestling, involving 
Big Mummies and well- 
stacked giantesses, is part of 
the Warsaw tourist scene and 
it was there on Wednesday 
that the beginning of the end 
of Blackburn Rovers' Cham- 
pions' League ambitions was 
appropriately sticky. 

Legia are hardly among the 
giants of European football 
but they still knew too much 
for an English team whose in- 
genuous presence in the tour- 
nament has now become an 
embarrassment. 

Blackburn, pointless in 
Group B after defeats by Mos- 
cow Spartak, Rosenborg 
Trondheim and Legia, have 
about as much chance of qual- 
ifying for the European Cup 
quarter-finals next spring as 
Grasshoppers of Zurich, who 
are similarly placed in Group 
D but can at least point out 
that two of their opponents 
are Ajax and Real Madrid. 


And Grasshoppers can claim 
to have achieved something 
by getting past Maccabi Tel 
Aviv in order to qualify; 
maybe if Blackburn had had 
to meet Maccabi earlier their 
obvious limi tations at this 
level would not have been so 
glaringly exposed. 

Perhaps it should be ex- 
plained that Rovers are not 
out of contention, not quite. 
They can still obtain nine 
points, and in certain circum- 
stances seven might be 
enough to qualify. In addition 
Legia, in a fortnight's time, 
and Rosenborg still have to 
come to Ewood Park. 

But for the moment Black- 
burn. who go to Moscow In 
five weeks, must face the 
bleak prospect of ending their 
second European campaign 
with a series of dead fixtures. 
At least last season's Uefa 
Cup humiliation by the Swed- 
ish part-timers of Trelleborgs 
was mercifully brief. 

The most worrying aspect of 
their present situation is that 
with each Champions' League 
defeat the stronger becomes 
Blackburn's conviction that 
they got it right in their open- 
ing match at Ewood against 
Spartak Moscow. Ray Harford, 
that most honest of managers, 
returned home yesterday 
more convinced than ever 
that the way Rovers won file 
championship last season was 
the way to succeed in Europe. 

After the Warsaw game he 
contented himself with the 
thought that at least Black- 
burn had kept a rigid shape. 
“We’re happy when we've got 
a fiat back four," he said. “We 
tried playing five at the back, 
with three central defenders. 


Easterman //. a unique Nlylc of 
controversial, topical and realistic 
ihrillcr writing: based on hMorical 
fact. Lhoug In-provoking: emulated 
widely but altriinned solely Lo Idmiel 
Idaslernian: like an baslennan 


BASED ON 
HISTORICAL 
FACT. TWO 
RIVETING 
THRILLERS 
OF THE 90's 



NOW AVAILABLE 
IN HARDBACK 


NOW 
AVAILABLE IN 
PAPERBACK 


Daniel Easterman 
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but when people run at our 
back players they're not 
happy." 

Legia, like Rosenborg and 
Spartak, proved the truth of 
this statement, most notably 
when Kucbarski beat Berg 
and Pearce on the left before 
setting up Podbrozny's 
match-winning header. 

Harford did not rate Legia. 
“I didn’t think they were any 
sort of team. I thought they 
were beatable and we should 
at least have got-a point” Cer- 
tainly this remained a possi- 
bility as Blackburn attacked 
doggedly for much of the 
second half, but their square, 
fiat defence was always sus- 
ceptible to file width and 
speed of a Legia attack 
prompted by Pisz's passes. 

Harford felt that his team 
stopped Bednarz and Jozwiak 
exploiting the unusual width 
of the pitch, and, though he 
acknowledged Pisz's class, he 
insisted that Legia’s little cap- 
tain was “only good for free- 
kicks; he didn't do much 
How different some matches 
can look at bench level. 

Rovers' principal problem 
concerns an alarming lack of 
players for what remains of 
their European venture: The 
new' signings Bohinen and 
McKinlay are ineligible and 
Wilcox and Gallacher remain 
long-term casualties. 

The improvements in pass- 
ing and vision Bohinen prom- 
ises to bring to Blackburn's 
Premier League performances 
can only underline the lack of 
these qualities in the Champi- 
ons’ League. What it really 
means is that Rovers are 
starting to leave themselves 
on the Continental shelf. 


Brady has bad 
day as fans and 
Stoke complain 


Don Beet 


K ARREN BRADY, Bir- 
mingham City’s manag- 
ing director, has had better 
days. She heard yesterday 
that the club is being Inves- 
tigated on two fronts: by 
the Football League after 
Stoke City accused them of 
malting an illegal approach 
to re-sign the striker Paul 
peschisolido, and by trad- 
ing standards officers over 
claims that fans are being 
overcharged. 

Peschisolido, who moved 
from Birmingham to the 
Victoria Ground in August 
1994. is married to Brady, 
who angered Stoke before 
the clubs met last month 
when she is alleged to have 
said: “Whenever I meet 
supporters the first thing 
they ask me is when Is Paul 
coining back. If only it 
would happen.” 

Stoke’s chief executive, 
J tet Mosley, approached the 
League, which now awaits 
Birmingham's comments. 

Brady was unavailable, 
but her mood would not 
have been helped by news 
of the pricing investigation. 
Supporters, angry at hav- 
ing to pay a £15 member- 
ship fee before they are 
allowed to buy tickets for 
away gomes, have called 
for the- club's Away Travel 
Club to be scrapped: 

It probably will be, ac- 
cording to David Sullivan, 
Birmingham’s co-owner, 
who blamed a small minor- 
ity of fans and a “bate cam- 
paign” by local newspapers 
for the trading standards 
investigation. 

He said prices had been 
Increased in line with other 
First Division clnbs but ad- 
mitted that there may have 
been “minor mistakes'* in 
advertising prices for pre- 
season tickets. 



Single-minded . . . Fabrizio Ravanelli, Juventus’s out-and-out striker against Rangers, celebrates the first of his double 

England’s coach calls for more government money to nurture the grassroots 

Venables sounds global warning 


T ERRY VENABLES yes- 
terday joined the debate 
about the future of foot- 
ball by warning that Eng- 
land’s position as a global 
power will continue to wane 
unless money Is ploughed 
into the game at grassroots 
leveL 

The England coach, speak- 
ing at the launch of a 
£3 million sponsorship deal, 
claimed that standards will 
drop further if the govern- 
ment fails to place enough 
emphasis on funding the 
game at schoolboy leveL The 
deal with the manufacturers 
of the chocolate bar Snickers 
is worth £2 million and will 


Results 


Soccer 

EURO PS AH CUP WINNERS’ CUP; 

Hrat Mss Dynamo Mos- 


cow 1. Hradec Kratova 0. 


Golf 

ALFMS DUHWU. CUP (St Androwsl: 

Ckwits Om> US 0, Infand • (US nraQ L 
Janwn 7a lost to D CMrfca 71; B Cren- 
shaw 71 losi to n nwtfarty 70: P Jacobaan 
73 tel to P Walton 72. Carafe o, 
Sweden 3 (Canada first): □ Barr 77 lost (0 
J P ara c rih 70: R Stewart 73 lost to j 
Wand a ft a 72; R Gibson 71 lost to P4J Jo- 
hnson 09. Group Ttao: Scotland 3, 
Taiwan O (SCoUend flrstl; A Cohan 00 bl 
Chan Uano-trai 73: S Torrane* 75 bl Lu 
WarMah 8>. C MoMgBmri* 7i Chung 
Chun-hsing SO. South Africa 2, Cumtwiy 
7 (SA ffrat): H Cooseo fObtHP Thuel 72 
D Frost 74 kwt MS Stnner 73; E Be 70 bt 
A Cilia 72. Omp Three: Now Zealand 
*. Japan -I (NZ flret): M Cwvbtl GS bt H 
Kaaa 7% F NotaOo rt bt T Wannabe 7& Q 
Turner 73 lost lo N Tnehaia 72. ztetba- 
bwo 3, Wales O {Zlm Aral}: T Johnstone 
75 W M MouUitd 75; N Price 67 bt P 
Affleck 70; U Moffulty 69 bi I Wotnnam 
74. Cnw MHAuaWh 4, -|imkia 
1 (Aus first) G Norman 76 lost to J Ce- 
tera* 72; S Wngflon 72 brE Romero 74: 
C Party 70 bfV Fernandez n England 1. 
■pata a {EIW first): B Lana 74 tit J Rivero 

75; M James 77 lost to ■ A AnonaB 73. H 
CUrk 76 lost to I Canada 75. 

SPANISH OPEN (La Mangaf. nrat round 
(GB/lro unless stated): M S Dincmgaviiie 
(Ft)- EE SGronberg (Gore); M-L do Loranzi 
(Frr. R Hetfinrtngeui (Aut); A Qottnrto 
(Swat; W Dicks. H Wadsworth, eg P 


both back the national team 
and promote schools soccer. 

Ve n ables said: “We cannot 
think that football will always 
be there as our most popular 
sport. 

"We've, got to protect foot- 
ball. If that fells back and we 
fell behind everybody else we 
will lose everything. We’ve 
got to get funding to get facili- 
ties for schools." 

He added: "It worries me 
greatly when we build on 
fields and parks and the 
streets are foil of cars, be- 
cause there is nowhere for the 
kids to play. 

“I used to go to Scandinavia 
for pre-season tours with 


Wright M Amiti (Sot A Ami!) (So): V Mi- 
chaud (Ffl. 70 S Barnett X Wunacfi (Sp): 
L Freund (Bet); L Hackney: C Lome (SA). s 
Gustation (Svre). A Rogers; K Drum (Don); 
D Dowling 71 M Koch i.Ger|; L Lambert 
<Ausjk R Bates (US); S Pestana ISA); G 
Stewart 0 Booker (Aua): T Abttbot (Sp). 
BRIDGESTONE TOURNAMENT (OUfaa. 
Japan)- Pint round (Japanese unites 
stated), ee S Maiuyam* T Oaaki; V Kura- 
mofcx u Caicavacchla (US). 07 M Ozakfc R 
Kawagtsfifc K fdokJ: V UIzumaM: S Yotota. 
Ahroi SB B Watts (US); C Franco (Para): D 
Will (US); 0 Day (US). M R Macfcay (Aua). 
70 A Gllligan (Aus): Chen Tie-ralng (Tai- 
wan). W Smith (Aus); van Chang-Hng (Tai- 
wan); P McWhiney (Aus). 71 Chan Tza- 
chung (Taiwan); B Jonas (Ausl. 72 Un 
CniB-ftalang (Taiwan). 73 Hawn Mlng-nan 
(Taiwan). 75 Hsian Gtilrt-sheng (Taiwan). 
70 C Warren (Aus) 77 S (feral (Aus). 

Tennis' 

ATP INDOOR TOURNAMENT (Lyon): 
Second numb D Pitomfl (Gar) bt J rta- 
aak (Switz) 5-1, 5-4. Y KufeMkaw (Rub) 
bl H Holm (Ewe) 7-6, 5-3. 

ATP SALEM OPEN (Beijing): Second 
rout** s nwiralra (Japan) a S Lwaau 
(Can) 6*3, 7—6: S Draper (Ausl bt H Drmk- 
rnann (Gw) 4-6. 8-3. 6-4; M Chang (US) bt 
J Bates (GB) 8-3. 6-2. 

BHJQMTOM rwrCRMATIONALTOUnNA- 
mbhti Second rpundr H Sukeua (Cz) b* 
C Wood (Eng) 5-2, 7-8; B P**» (Aut) td i 
Spates (Rom) 7-a. 6-4, M Ediw (Bui] 
bi B Rumor (Gar) 1-5. KW;«J Pat' 
(US) u K Nowall [PW1 6-1. 6-1. 


Chess 

OWEES CORNING INTERNATIONAL 
(Wrexham). Aut ronufc A Node (Car) 0. 
N Davies i; C Hartman (Sra) i, 0 Bron- 
steln (Rub) 0 ; I Csom (Hun) 1. E Martm- 
oualry (US) ft N McDonald X. M Pain A T 


Queens Park Rangers and 
Crystal Palace and we were 
the better teams then. If we 
want to get back on top again 
— and everybody in the game 
wants that — we’ve got to 
open up our thinkin g and 
make sure we don’t lag 
behind. 

“I don't know what the 
sums are but I know that 
money is needed to safeguard 
the future of our game." 

Venables maintained that 
E nglan d are still on course 
for success in Euro '96 despite 
widespread criticism in the 
aftermath of last week's goal- 
less draw in Norway. 

He said: "If we don't change 


Enfldrist (3wa) 0. j HowaR 1. Sraond 

nMdi Howell K. Caem K. Pain 1. Enqqvta 

S 1 M«rtlnowfcy K Hartman X. 

Nona * Partes 0. McDonald 1. LHwk 
Cacti. Hartman, Hawaii. McDonald, Pain 


Cricket 


RT TEST (Bangalore): New Zealand 
145 [L Germon 4ft Kumbia 4-39) and 
125-6 India 228 (M Azharuddin 87. Calms 
4-44. Nash 3-90). 

FIFTY OVERS MATO* Hna South 
Africa 354 - 4 . Zimbabwe Country Districts 
2 m-9- Sou th Africa won by 151 runs. 
SHEFFIELD SHBUPe U riah *. , Queens 
land 306-5 (S Law 89. J Maher eftog, u 
Hayden 64) * Victoria. Porth: Western 
Australia 351-3 dec (M Lavender i7&io T 
Moody 57nol. Nam South Wales 10 -t. 

Ice Hockey 

NHL: Buffalo 4. Edmonton 1 ; CoHvacto J. 
Washington a Anaheim i, Vancouver 5; 
Los Angeles 1, Philadelphia 1 (ot) 

Snooker 

SKODA GRAND PMX (Sunderland)- 
Sanond rand: J E W (Thai) bt W 
Thome (Eng) 5—4; A Holbm (Scot) bt a 
C alm (Eng) 5-7; J Prana (Mil bt S New- 
bury (wales) E-3, S Davit (Engl M J Far- 
OuEon (Eng) 6 - 4 . j Marfas (Scot) bt N 
Faulte (Eng) S-1; FO'Brtan (Irei M S AH 
(Pak) 6-2; B He n dr y (Scot) m M Bnnnau 
(Wales) 5- 2 ; D Morgan (Wales) bl A Ham- 
ilton (Big) 5-3. 

Real Tennis 

FRENCH OPEN (FonMiMbtoau) First 
rarad (GB unless staled): C Bray bt D 
Jones fi-Q. 6 -a. w. J Howes u M Ryan 


our way of thinking we won’t 
change our results. I under- 
stand tBe criticism and that 
questions will be asked when 
changes are made. But it 
could be said that we’ve not 
been too good in the past, so 
let's try to change it. 

“If it is a bit frustrating 
let’s still stick with it and not 
just jack it in. We've got to be 
bold and go through the frus- 
tration and the criticism." 

• Wycombe Wanderers have 
received planning permission 
from the Department of the 
Environment to build a 5,000- 
seat. two-tier stand at a cost of 
about £1.9 million. Work is ex- 
pected to begin next month. 


£:'■ w A Oliver 6 - 1 . 

F FMbpuBI wfo U Eadln N 
Wood bt M Devine &-5 6-1 A-3, P TrMrn 
I All*) bf A Phillips 8 - 1 . l-fi. g _4 6 

Hockey 

THREE NATIONS TOURNAMENT 

(Rawalpindi)- South Korea J. Qurmany i 


Fixtures 


(7 JO unlasa slated) 

Soccer 

!miu[ 17 SK A “ ,kM1 " Tn v SnD, ‘ 

Rugby Union 

CUlBi Pontypridd v AMucyncn (T.Q). 

Rugby League 

^ T,0 « WORLD CUP] 
‘ Slanaa v Serttand 
Ormi'S^vL Russia * US (Warrington!, 

ScSStaJ" 05 lro,Ana v Greece 

Basketball 

(London 

* **1* w.Wwfi "ajDi 

Hockey 


And the view 
from Turin 

All-round 

disaster 


Patrick Gflunn 


W ALTER SMITH, the 
Rangers manager, 
yesterday preferred to 
contemplate private problems 
rather than defend the Scot- 
tish game, after his side's 4-1 
mauling by Juventus in Turin. 

Smith, who aaw the Scot- 
tish champions — an expen- 
sively assembled line-up, 
even allowing for the ab- 
sences of the injured Paul 
Gascoigne and Brian Laudrup 
— dismantled in an awesome 
opening 30 minutes, dearly 
had his plate foil. 

"It has become a Scottish 
trait over the years,” he said, 
"that when things like this 
happen we delve inside our- 
selves to find out what went 
wrong, to ask what they have 
that we don't. 

“I can really only concern 
myself with Rangers rather 
than answer for the whole 
game. We simply didn’t have 
the teamwork to compete. 

"As far as the gulf between 
us and teams like Juventus is 
concerned, you can’t expect it 
or not expect it because you 
really don't know until you've 
played them. In our case the 
disappointment was not just 
in one aspect, like the de- 
fence, but in the overall 
performance.” 

He admitted that he would 
have to "rectify one or two 
things" before Juventus ar- 
rive for the next match in 
Group C on Wednesday week. 
But he refused to specify what 
because “it would be publicly 
criticising certain players". 

Entering the debate fanned 
by Terry Venables over the ef- 
fectiveness of playing with 
one striker, Smith insisted 
that, generally speaking, it 
depended on the players 
available to a manager. 

Juventus had only Fabrizio 
Ravanelli as their spearhead, 
but the breath takingly gifted 
Alessandro del Piero played 
forward on the left and they 
would also have used Gian- 
luca Vialli alongside Ravan- 
elli had he not been injured. 

Marcello Lippi, the Juvan- 
tus coach, departed from the 
norm because of Vialli’s ab- 
sence, but he is blessed with a 
squad so versatile that the de- 
ployment makes little differ- 
ence against clearly inferior 
opponents. 

‘I'm not against a one-man 
attack in essence," said 
Smith. "1 could do It, for ex- 
ample. with Mark Hateley. 
throw the ball up to Him and 
let him keep it until others 
swarmed around. But you 
couldn't do it with Ally 
McColst, who needs some- 
body around him.” 


Clubs agree 
five subs 

PREMIERSHIP clubs yes- 
■ terday agreed proposals to 
allow them to name five 
substitutes per match next 
season. 

Although managers will 
still only be able to send three 
substitutes into action in any 
one match, clubs with large 
squads will find themselves at 
an advantage ova: those sur- 
viving on a shoestring. 

Another proposal, initiated 
by Tottenham, to introduce a 
loan system between Premier- 
ship clubs was rejected. 

9 Francis Lee, foe Manches- 
ter City chairman, yesterday 
talked privately with a con- 
sortium that Has promised to 
revive the ailing Premiership 
club with a £10 million 
injection. 

The rock star Rick Wake- 
man dismissed reports that he 
is part of the consortium. He 
said all high-profile fans — 
such as Bernard Manning. 
Little and Large, and Oasis — 
were apt to figure in rumours. 
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Andrew ends England 




Robert Armstrong 
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R OB ANDREW last 
night announced 
his retirement 
from international 
rugby after a deci- 
sion by Wasps that they 
would no longer select him or 
Dean Ryan, their captain, 
who earlier this weak fol- 
lowed the England fly-half on 
the road to Newcastle. Wasps 
held an emergency meeting 
yesterday evening after learn- 
ing that a third international, 
the Ireland prop Nick 
Popplewell, was leaving them 
for Sir John Hall’s gold. 

Andrew’s decision at least 
spared th» England manager 
Jack Rowell me problem of 
whether to pick him for Eng- 
land’s match against South 
Africa at Twickenham an No- 
vember 18. 

Popplewell's defection ear- 
lier in the day started the 


Rugby League 

Davies 
affair 
diverts 
Wales 


chain of events, throwing 
Wasps into turmoil, it was 
bad enough that Andrew 
should be Newcastle’s direc- 
tor of rugby. His position 
with Wasps dearly became 
Untenable when he was seen 
to be a dangerous recruiting 
officer too. 

Newcastle's activity under- 
lines the urgent need for a 
regulated transfer market 
Courage league dubs have 
been given the go-ahead by 
the Rugby Football Union to 
bring their players under con- 
tract but that win protect 
only the tiny minority who 
can afford to purchase loyalty 
with regular rewards in cash 
and/or kind. Unless Twicken- 
ham quickly authorises the 
clubs’ right to demand a 
transfer fee, the players wffl 
continue to come and go as 
free agents. 

Like Andrew and Ryan. 
Popplewell will have to serve 
out a 120-day qualification 


period, assuming the RFU, 
commission on professional- 


ism does not recommend 

early abolition of that rule 

when it makes its report at 
the end of the month. 

A fortnight ago the Irish- 
man returned home to live in 
Dublin' but Wasps, whose 
reserve prop Darren Malloy is 
injured, bad been willing to 
fly him over for games. As 
Rob Smith, Wasps’ coach, 
pointed out: “The problem 
was that Popplewell cannot 
train with us in midweek. We 
were going to keep our op- 
tions open with him and see 
what o p port u nities we could 
give Malloy, but be has a 
groin sixain that might, need 
an operation. Newcastle must 
be happy to have Popplewell 
playing without training hut 
we would not see that as a 
long-term possibility." 

Opinion among players and 
coaches at Sudbury was di- 
vided on whether the Newcas- 


tle trio should continue play- 
ing for Wasps until they be- 
came eligible for the strug- 
gling League Two dub. Some, 
including Jeff Probyn, be- 
lieved Andrew’s recruiting 
activities should automati- 
cally rule him out; others ar- 
gued that Wasps must finish 
high enough in League One to 
qualify for Europe next sea- 
son and therefore should 
select the best available side, 
not excluding defectors, in 
the event the former won. 

Andrew will need to get his 
new signings into action as 
soon as possible to improve a 
digmni league record of one 
win from six games. The 
substantial amount of money 
Sir John Hail has avail- 
able to Andrew to strengthen 
Newcastle prompted several 
clubs to complain to the 
RFU about their lack of pro- 
tection under the amateur 
regulations, which were still 
in force because of an RFU 


moratorium on payments. 

Now the RFU secretary 
Tony HaHett has effectively 

terminated the moratorium 
by approving contracts which 
the RFU la .as anxious to 
conclude with members of 
the England squad as some 
clubs are with their 
players. 

However, transfer activity 
might well increase when 
clubs and players get down to 
the nitty-gritty of negotiating 
contracts which are certain to 
expose the fragile finances of 
the maj ori ty. It had been in- 
tended to introduce regula- 
tions covering professional- 
ism from next September but 
recent pressure by the dobs 
is likely to see the RFU com- 
mission's proposals on con- 
tracts and transfers nomtny 
into force by foe new year. 

In deed. Twickenham may 
bring in a soccer -style trans- 
fer deadline by early March 
to forestall dnhs who sud- 


denly find a wealthy benefac- 
tor from buying promotion or 
a way out of trouble. Hallett 
has hinted that players may 
have to stay with one club 
during the seasotL 

The RFU has yet to resolve 
the thorny issue of whether 
international players should 
have two contracts — with 
club and union — or a single 
one wife their club which 
takes into account their Inter- 
national commitments. The 
top clubs have told Twicken- 
ham that the England man- 
agement cannot expect carte 
blanche on their players' ser- 
vices without regard to 
league and cup games even if 
individuals are receiving 
£25,000 to £80,000 a season. 

Newcastle may have done 
everyone a favour by forcing 
tiie RFU to fece up swiftly to 
fha implications erf the Inter- 
national Board's historic de- 
cision to throw the game open 
to market forces last August. 


Edited by Jeremy Alexander 


Extra time 

Pros and plenty 
of cons in boxing 


Paul Rtzpatrlefc 
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T HE future of their cap- 
tain Jonathan Davies 
has again become a dis- 
traction for Wales before 
tomorrow’s Halifax World 
Cup semi-final against Eng- 
land at Old Trafford. 

Yesterday Davies’s club 
Warrington threatened Car- 
diff rugby union club with 
legal action, saying that they 
had been approached by the 
Welsh club's lawyers in an at- 
tempt to sign him. Warring- 
ton's chief executive Graham 
Armstrong said: “Sign Jona- 
than Davies without compen- 
sation and we will sue." 

Armstrong accused Cardiff 
of “lack of professionalism’* 
and said: “The way the club 
have handled the whole busi- 
ness has been disgraceful. 

“If Jonathan signs for Car- 
diff without our approval we 
will sue him for breach of 
contract The added complica- 
tion is that the Australian 
Rugby League claim he has 
signed a two-year deal with 
them at the end of his com- 
mitment to us. 

“Cardiff’s chief executive 
Gareth Davies met us a fort- 
night ago and offered a deri- \ 
sory £80.000 for Jonathan’s 
immediate release and in- 
sisted there was no more 
money available. Now we 
have bad a fox from Cardiff’s 
lawyers, Morgan Bruce, and 
it’s clear they want Jonathan 
straight away. They will have 
to wait until they come up 
with £200,000 or more.’’ 

On the field, Wales's m ai n 
doubts concern John Dever- 
eux, who suffered a badly cut 
knee against Western Samoa, 
and Scott Gibbs, who missed 
that game with a knee injury. 
Their fitness will be decided 
today. 

England’s winger John 
Bentley, who had two sound 
games as Martin Offiah's dep- 
uty. has been ruled out with a 
hamstring injury, but Gary 
Connolly may be on the bench 
after making a remarkable 
recovery from the pneumonia 
he contracted a week -before 
the tournament 
Nick Pinkney, who bad a 
useful game against Fiji and 
scored two tries against South 
Africa, has secured his place 
as Paul Newlove’s centre 
partner ahead of Barri e-Jon 

Mather. 



T HE death of James 
Murray last weekend 
resurrected the chest- 
nut arguments an boxing 
and produced the usual 
tears from promoters, man- 
agers, fellow boxers and 
spectators whose support of 
the practice for their own 
profit and/or pleasure 
makes it worthwhile — up 
to a point — for people to 
engage in it. The death, as 
they all know, was the un- 
surprising consequence of 
the activity, like lung can- 
cer from smoking. 

Defenders argue that a 
ban on professional tnwriwg 
would drive it under- 
ground. Experience in 
Sweden, Norway and Ice- 
land suggests otherwise. 
Besides, it could not be 
more depraved under- 
ground than it is above. 

In Iceland it was banned 
in 1956 when a riot not dis- 
similar to that that 
attended the end of Fri- 
day’s fight — except that 
ma ny of the guests were the 
country's leading boxers — 
culminated with a police- 
man being injured fen* life. 
Sigurd ur Magnusson, gen- 
eral secretary of the Sports 
Federation of Iceland, ac- 
knowledges that a little 
still takes place in private. 
Because it is illegal it tends 
to be self-policing. 


Norway banned it in 1981 
because of “criminal as- 
pects behind it”, says Odd- 
var Ervek. gen sec of a fed- 
eration which faced facts 
which others elsewhere 
choose to ignore. There is 
no boxing in schools but it 
Is available in clubs, where 
400 have licences to com- 
pete and 3,000 spar. There 
are four professionals, who 
box through overseas 
associations. 

The same goes for Sweden. 
The absence of a betting 
culture and the small finan- 
cial rewards meant that top 
fighters moved abroad 
rather than fight Illicitly at 
home. Having banned pro- 
fessional boxing In 1970 on 
health and ethical grounds, 
Sweden was first to make 
the wearing of head protec- 
tion mandatory in amateur 
bouts. 

In all three countries 
there are moves at parlia- 
mentary level to restore 
professional boxing. 
Tommy Torstenson. chair- 
man of the Swedish federa- 
tion. says they may be set 
back three years by last 
weekend’s death. Murray 
did not think of that. 

Supporters are wont to 
say what a lovely camara- 
derie exists among boxers. 
Thieves, too, are renowned 
for their thickne ss 


Gritty performance . . . Greg Norman chips out of a bunker at the 14th. He lost to Jose Coceres but Australia defeated Argentina 2-1 sieve mun day 

Clarke leads Ireland’s defeat of US 


Dawfd Davtes at SC Andrews 


I RELAND, as has become 
their custom, heat the 
No. 1 seeds for the Dun- 
hill Cup, the United 
States, in the first qualify- 
ing round at St Andrews 
yesterday. By defeating the 
pre-tournament favourites 
3-0 they took their record 
against the Americans to 
played five, won four, and 
gave themselves a chance 
of reaching the semi-finals 
out of the strongest group. 

AJU they now have to do is 
defeat Sweden and Cawnfa, 
both former winners, and if 
they ally yesterday’s luck of 
the Irish to their cu stom ary 
skill they should sncceed. 
The key mat c h yesterday 


Tennis 


was their first, between 
Darren Clarke and Lee Jan- 
sen, and the key moment 
was at the 18th tee. Janzen, 
three behind early on. had 
made a good recovery and 
was leveL He had the hon- 
our and decided to try to hit 
it down the right and draw 
it back. Clarice, unbeliev- 
ing, said: ‘Tt was obvious 
after about 30 yards it was 
out of bounds. The only 
question was whether it 
would bounce back in.” 

It did not and Jansen's six 
lost him the match. After- 
wards the American said: 
“I would like to give you any 
one of the top 10 excuses as 
to why I hit it out of 
bounds, but the fhet is you 
don't have an excuse if you 
hit it out of bounds at the 


18th at St Andrews.” Given 
that be could have gone 150 
yards left and still been 
safe, be is probably right. 

Behind him Ben Cren- 
shaw and Ronan Rafferty 
came to the 17th green with 
the Irishman one ahead but 
with Crenshaw having hit a 
superb second to 15 feet. 
Rafferty, “pretty pleased” 
with Ms own effort to 45 
feet, then holed the birdie 
putt, and although Cren- 
shaw followed him in it was 
not enough. 

Wales, needing an excep- 
tional performance if they 
were to beat Zimbabwe, one 
of the favourites, were not 
getting it as their three 
matches approached the 
final stages. They were 
down in all three and their 
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Offiah retains his place on 
the left whig in spite of a sub- 
dued performance against 
South Africa. England's 
coach Phil Larder said that he 
had considered leaving oat 
the Wigan player but was 
more than satisfied with foe 
way he had trained. 

Larder will complete his 17- 
man squad after training 
today. 

• Garry Schofield was yes- 
terday severely reprimanded 
on being found guilty of 
bringing foe game into disre- 
pute. The former Great Brit- 
ain captain bad accused foe 
Rugby Football League's chief 
executive Maurice Lindsay of 
vetoing his selection for Eng- 
land’s World Cup squad this 
month. Schofield has apolo- 
gised to Lindsay and with- 
drawn the allegation. 

UMLANDi I bi dKmM (WiOtnl: HobinMn 
RVtaon). Wwo (KwgMcy). I hnHw 
iBrndlerdl. Offiah (Wigan): l^nll 
iKoi0hlc>>l. Q eul d tin (St Helena). 
Har rteM (Haraa»l. fa etaan (Sheffield]. 
Matt (Auckland). Santa (Auckland. eapU. 
Clark* (Sydney DM. f a n! (Wigan). 
SnhrtHutaw to In named 
WALKS (iromi Karri* (Warrington). 
Nadtay iWWws) Daaar aa a (WWnwI. 
fdklia (Si Hcfcnai Katanian iCronnOa). 
Sutllwan (51 Ho tonal Ford iBaKordL 
OrtflWn (SI Helena). Omfn (Warmgton. 
cjptl Ha (Noffi Qveenalandl. Ald wa on 
tOUhami siMnMt (Unganl. Ha«iWq)aii| 
Taun« VSalSoiCl Mor tarty iHaluatl 
Oulanall iWrjani. K(raa iLoodci 
Cunningham 1S1 Hrlenal. HilUpt 
iWtukmgirni Jon— ifcarrmotmi 


British hopes lost in Wood 


Datrid fervliM In Brighton 


I N THE past two years Brit- 
ish players — whose in- 
volvement in the Brighton 
International ended yester- 
day with the second-round de- 
feat of Clare Wood — have 
won o nly 17 singles matches 
on the WTA Tour, and most of 
those were at home. 

Yet against that depressing 
background Wood boldly fore- 
cast after her 6-2, 7-6 defeat 
by Helena Sukova that hi 12 
months she would be "around 
the top-50 mark"; a lofty posi- 
tion that only four of her pre- 
decessors — Jo Durie, Sara 
Gomer, Anne Hobbs and An- 
nabel Croft — have reached 
In foe past decade. 

Wood, 27, is dearly a better 
player than her world No. 217 
ranking may suggest and her 
optimism, even in foe light of 
her first-round win over Kar- 
ina Habsudova. almost took 
the breath away. 

“This week has been a good 
start for me on the comeback 
trail," she said. “If I stick at 
it and with foe experience I 


now have behind me, that's 
what I should bejooking to." 

Though she has never been 
higher than her 1993 ranking 
at No. 77 die has put herself 
under considerable pressure. 
Yet she is convinced that had 
it not been for the leg injury 
that effectively wiped out 12 
months of her career she 
would have reached her goal 
already. 

Her optimism extends fur- 
ther. She is expecting to be 
pushed by a number of other 
players — Samantha Smith 
and . . . she was unable to 
specify whom. Rachel Viollei 
possibly? “Oh. yes. She's got 
something about her.” 

Though it remains to be 
seen if Wood was ove rs t ati ng 
her case, Ann Jones, foe 
LTA’s women's team man- 
ager, believes the decline has 
“bottomed oof\ And as the 
recent emphatic Connolly 
Cup victory over the United 
States suggested, there are 
some promising youngsters 
pushing through. 

That being foe case, it may 
strike some as odd that foe 
LTA has sold the Brighton 


tournament — a decision 
Wood regrets. ‘.Tt might have 
been better to have held on to 
it and maybe changed foe 
venue,” she suggested. 

Declining support by the top 
players and the public — as 
well as the lack of a serious 
home challenger — were what 
finally prompted the LTA’s 
decision, but it does mean no 
top-level women’s event will 
be staged in Britain other 
than in the six-week period 
up to and including Wimble- 
don. Wood, with six victories, 
is the only British woman to 
have won a WTA Tour match 
abroad in the past two years. 

Snkova's victory ensured at 
least one seed (she is foe 
No. 6) in today’s quarterfin- 
als — a situation improved 
when Magdalena Maleeva, 
foe No. 3, recov e red from a 
dreadful start to defeat Bar- 
bara Rittner 1-5, 6-4, 6-1. 

Though Sokova, now 30 and 
a finalist at Brighton in 1990 
and 1994, has not won a Tour 
event since 1992. she says she 
Is still hoping to win a major 
tournament. “If I didn’t I 
wouldn't be playing.” 


only hope lay in the myriad 
dangers of the Road Hole, 
the 17th, a bole that !ms de- 
cided matters for as long as 
St Andrews has existed. 

Mark Mouland, one down 
to Tony Johnstone, was the 
first to approach and did so 
apprehensively — be was in 
the Road Hole bunker in 
the 1986 event On that oc- 
casion be was winning his 
match when he went in and 
losing it when he came out 
having taken so many that 
he broke down in laughter 
at his own helplessness. 

Yesterday Mouland went 
on the road that runs at the 
back of the green, or rather 
the shale path that serves 
it A chip and throe putts 
later the match was lost 

Spain’s Jose Rivero was 


Sport in brief 


Snooker 

James Wattana sat out breaks 
of 109, 62 and 69 and trailed 

4- 1 before beating Willie 
Thorne 5-4 on the final black 
to reach the 16-man televised 
phase of foe Skoda Grand 
Prix which starts in Sunder- 
land tomorrow, writes Cline 
Everton. Steve Davis had to 
labour for for wontn for his 

5- 4 win over Jason Ferguson, 
and John Hi g gins , defending 
foe first of foe three world- 
ranking titles he holds, dis- 
posed of Neal Foulds 5-L 

Rugby Union 

Jonah Lomu, foe 29-year-old 
All Black, capped a sensa- 
tional year with a double at 
the New Zealand RFU awards 
yesterday. He was named 
New Zealand Player of foe 
Year and took the same 

sevens title. 

Cycling 

Italy’s Claudio Chiappucci, 
whose team-mate Marco Pan- 
tani broke his leg in a crash 
on Wednesday, won his 
second Tour of Piedmont yes- 
terday after sprinting away 
from foe pack and holding off 
his compatriot Stefano Zan- 
ini, winner of Wednesday's 
Milan -Turin race. Another 


level with England's Barry 
Lane in the first match and 
if Rivero could win, so 
could his country. But he 
too found the bunker, up 
against the face, and being 
a. thinking mub and an ex- 
perienced player he de- 
cided the best route out was 
backwards. Only he did not 
hit it hard enough and the 
ball was in just as bad a po- 
sition at the back of the 
bunker. He slashed at it, hit 
the thee and dropped back, 
still in the sand. In those 
moments he lost his match, 
by a single stroke. 

However, Mark James 
lost by four shots to Miguel 
Angel Jimxnez and Howard 
Clark was defeated by the 
23-year-old Ignacio 
Garrido. 


Italian, Davide Cassani, was 
third in the same time as 
Zanmi and one second behind 
Chiappucci' s for 35mm 43sec. 

Graeme Obree, foe Scot 
who regained his world pur- 
suit tide in Colombia last 
month, has received sponsor- 
ship from the Scotoil Group 
as he prepares for next year’s 
Olympic Games. 

Soccer 

Bristol City will announce a 
loss of £800,000 at next 
month’s annual meeting, 
writes David Foot The direc- 
tors said last night that they 
had lent the dub £400,000 “out 
of our own pockets'* to ftmd 
foe recent signings of Kevin 
Nugent and Darren Barnard. 

King’s Lynn have bees 
kicked out of the FA Cup for 
fielding a suspended player In 
qualifying-round matches 
against Boston Town and 
Canvey Island. The latter 
have been reinstated. 

Cricket 

Mark Benson has been reap- 
pointed captain of Kent for 
next season. 

Tennis 

Britain’s Jeremy Bates Inst a 
baseline dud 6-3, 6-2 to foe 
No. 1 seed and defending 
champion Michael Chang in 
the second, round of the Salem 
Open in Bering yesterday. 


Sixth 

column 


T HE Fijians are more 
afraid of Wales's weather 
than of their rugby XV. The 
former AH Black wing Beroie 
FTaser, technical adviser to 
foe party that opens its tour 
at Bridgend tomorrow, says 
“The cold of the northern 
hemisphere really affects the 
players." As a result they 
were locked in a beer chiller 
in a Suva hotel prior to depar- 
ture and, reportedly, “made 
to cany bags of ice to simu- 
late tiie Welsh climate". 

OOUTH AFRICA’S threat to 
VJturn England's batsmen 
Into jelly babies, which they 
will then suck at 12 an hour, 
was met with a reverse sweep 
from Phil Bell. England’s 
first-team doctor: “ I wouldn’t 
like to go into which colours 
are best but they contain 
sugar in slow-release form 
and are not on the banned 
drug list” 

Bdl, an expert on cricket- 
ers’ back problems, used to 
play for Stroud and iinVn up 
on tour with a former team- 
mate, Jack Russell He was 
impressed to hear that Eng- 
land's dietetic concern last 
summer stretched to cereals 
for first course at dinner. His 
answer to jelly babies is gari- 
baldi biscuits. Their sugar 
and currants can also rein- 
force thigh pads. 

C ricketers apparently 

accord the Whyte & 
Mackay ratings more respect 
than man-cf-the-match awards. 
The latter normally go into 
the players’ pool an appropri- 
ate response hi view of -their 
pointlessly divisive nature 
and cricket's precious team 
image. This week's W&M 
prise-giving showed a differ- 
ent perspective on awards 
which embrace all first-class 
cricket over a full season with 
judicious weighting. 

Nasser Hussain said the 
Essex pool agreed that his 
£7,000 for coming second in 
the batting should go half to 
him, half to the pool Worces- 
tershire, whose Hick and 
Newport took the respective 
third prizes, adopt the same 
policy. H u ssain understood 
that Ramprakash was keep- 
ing £8,500 of his first prize of 
£10,000, recognition of his 
remarkable season. Dominic 
Cork, cricketer of foe year as 
well as top bowler, was over- 
heard saying his £15,000 
would come in handy for his 
sew house. Many of his best 
performances were for Eng- 
land not Derbyshire. 

W ASPS have been as con- 
cerned as any club over 
foe effects of professionalise- 
tion. “The RFU must move 
quickly if there isn’t to be a 
serious efltect on the First Div- 
ision," said one last month. “I 
don't wish to see this club and 
others pulled to bits and 
every player is now vulnera- 
ble.” The speaker was Dean 
Ryan, club captain and New- 
castle's latest signing on a 
contract believed to be worth 
£160.000 over three years — 
and not a man who likes to be 
vulnerable. 

T HE basketball court 
opened in Brixton on 
Wednesday replaces a dere- 
lict site of litter and syringes. 

It is part of the Brixton City 
rrhaiipnga and, through the 
initiative of foe National Bas- 


ketball Association and Nike, 
took four months and 9,000 
pairs of sports shoes to make. 
It is the first of its kind in 
Britain, though there are a 
dozen in the United States 
and seven in Europe. 

Nike gathered foe shoes 
through a sports shop in 
Oxford Street, offering tickets 
in a prize draw as incentives 
to donors. Any sports shoe 
without hard bits was accept- 
able. The cargo, high as car- 
cases, was transported to Ger- 
many, where it was converted 
into 2ft square tiles for laying 
on a tarmac base. Nike would 
not say whether their shoes 
were better for tiles than 
other makes. 

N ORWAY did not take last 
week's nil-nil as seriously 
as England. They had other 
t h ing s on their mtnri Their 
ski federation was in court 
lacing bankruptcy charges. 
The year after LiBehammer’s 
successful staging of the 
Winter Olympics, this was 
embarrassing 

Having sold foe TV rights a 
year before the Games, foe 
federation simply used more 
money than it had. The NSF 
board resigned in May. The 
debt had first been disclosed as 
some Kr4 million. This month 
its true extent came out: 
Kr43m, almost £4J5 million. 

Last week another TV 
saved the NSFs face. A Swiss 
company bought four-year 
rights for Kr21m, with half up 
front, and foe NSF has gone 
to creditors seeking agree- 
ment for a 25 per cent settle- 
ment. “Financially and cyni- 
cally it was better to go 
bankrupt'’ says a commenta- 
tor, "but the NSF has shown 
some moral at the end of foe 
catastroff" — for King and 
and country. This was the 
real embarrassment: the King 
is patron. 

USTRALIAN Rules is 
fearing the day when it 
has to. install the segregation 
measures that are shamefully 
required at soccer grounds in 
Britain. Trouble has occurred 
at the Whitten Oval, home of 
Footscray, where spectators 
have been jumping the fence 
and imitating — only imitat- 
ing — the goal umpires, foe 
men in white coats and 
matching hats who spend foe 
entire match between the 
goalposts adjudicating on 
goals and behinds. “We all 
know that can’t continue," 
said the AFL chief commis- 
sioner Ross Oakley. 

great New Zealand 

rugby league centre Ron 
McGregor, subsequently 
chairman of the NZ League 
and secretary of foe Interna- 
tional Board, is over here for 
the great centenary World 
Cup but was unable to attend 
last Friday’s match against 
Papua New Guinea. Anxious 
to find out how his lot were 
getting on, he tried television 
— ■ nothing — then turned to 
Radio S Live — the same , hi 
desperation he rang Auck- 
land. His son, watching live 
on TV. gave him a running 
commentary. 

DRUGS scandal with a 
ce has come out of 
Africa. A specimen collector 
went to stables for a sample 
from a horse and came back 
with one from a human. 
Apparently the horse de- 
clined to produce, so foe 
trainer got a groom to do it 
ins t ead. The Jockey Club of 
South Africa has suspended 
the collector. 
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England return after 31 years, page 13 
Andrew ends England career, page 15 


FA lets 

Dicks 

off 

lightly 

Cynthia Bateman 


J ULIAN DICES, the 
West Ham fail-back, es- 
caped with a three- 
match ban yesterday after 
being found guilty of vio- 
lent conduct by an FA disci- 
plinary commission. 

In a three-hour hearing 
the commission examined 
video replays of an incident 
in which he appeared to 
Stamp on John Spencer’s 
head during West Ham’s 
match against at 

Upton Park last month. 
Dicks, who was booked by 
the referee Robbie Hart — 
but not for stamping — 
maintain ed that th e clash 
was an accident. 

Spencer, who was not 
allowed by his club to at- 
tend the hearing, needed 
eight stitches but Hart did 
not witness the incident. 
However, after seeing video 
evidence he asked the FA to 
hold an inquiry. 

David Davies, the FA'S di- , 
rector of public affairs, 
said: “The commission 
heard from the match refer- 
ee that had be seen the al- 
leged stamping incident 1 
Dicks would have been sent 
off for violent conduct 
“They also heard from 
the general secretary of the 
Physical Education Associ- 
ation that he belie ved what 
had happened was an un- 
fortunate accident He had 
slowed down the video 
recordings and he believes 
that in the relevant frac- 
tion of a second a collision 
had been inevitable.” 

Peter Storrie, West Ham’s 
managing director, said: 
“Dicks is very disappointed 
by the verdict The short 
sentence imposed shows, in 
.our view, that there was an 
element of doubt in the 
commission's mind.” 

Dicks, who will consider 
appealing against the ban, 
which shirts on November 
6, was ordered to pay the 
costs of the hearing. He will 
not be fined by his club. 

• Peter Shilton, who won a 
record 125 England caps 
and at the peak of a 30-year 
goalkeeping career earned 
£250,000 a year, avoided 
bankruptcy yesterday after 
offering to pay a percentage 
of bis income over the next 
five years to his creditors. 

Shilton, believed to owe 
almost £500,000, said after 
meeting six of them in Man- 
chester: “I got into a hole 
with property that pat me 
under finanrinl pressure.” 


EUROPEAN CUP WINNERS’ CUP 


Soccers European hangover, page 1 4 

Irish upset at St Andrews, page 1 5 

SportsGuardian 

Bitter taste 
of defeat in 
the Big Apple 




Ian Katz 


T HERE was a week back 
in May when it seemed 
things could not get 
any bleaker for New 
York’s long-suffering sports 
fans. First the Knicks (basket- 
ball) and the Rangers (ice 
hockey) were ignomlniously 
turfed from the first rounds of 
their championship play-offs. 
Then the Yankees and the 
Mets (baseball) conspired to 
rack up an odds -defying nine 
defeats in 10 games. 

But the eternal optimists 
who telephoned the post-game 
chat shows to declare that 
“the only way is up” were 
reckoning without the unpar- 
alleled ability of New York’s 
two gridiron teams to inflict 
misery on the city's fans. On 
Sunday the Jets and the 
Giants discovered new depths 
beneath New York’s lamen- 
table recent sporting record 
and plumbed them. 

The Giants put on their dis- 
play of world-class losing first, 
falling 17-14 to the lacklustre 
Philadelphia Eagles and thin- 
ning their season record to 
two wins in seven games. "The 
Giants will not lose next 
week," wrote the New York 
Post’s Paul Schwartz. “The 
only reason is that they won't 
play, which is a blessing for 
themselves and those forced to 
watch their incredibly shrink- 
ing offense find new and unex- 
citing ways to stink up the 
joint" 

When it comes to stinking 
up the joint, however, the 
Giants are positively fragrant 
next to their Meado wlands 
Stadium co habitees, the New 
York Jets. The Jets were in 
Clemson, South Carolina on 
Sunday, a place nobody north ; 
of theMason-Dixon line had 
heard of but one that will now ' 
live forever in sporting in- 
ferny: the Carolina Panthers 
recorded a 28-15 victory over 
(he Jets there. 

I F THE Panthers don’t ring 
even the rustiest of bells, 
don't worry. They are one 
of two new teams referred 
to as "expansion franchises” 
in the unambiguously com- 
mercial argot of American 
sport. Since American sports 
have no form of promotion or 
relegation (the television net- 
works would never sanction 
it) new teams must be formed 
from scratch and are invari- 
ably abysmal in their first few 
seasons. The Panthers are no 


Going for goal . . . Vlnny Samwaya fires in a hard drive butfinds Van Gobbel’s body in the way at Goodison Park last night photograph, michael steele 

Second round, first leg: Everton 0, Feyenoord 0 

Limited Everton draw a blank 


Ian Ross 

A S A week that 
English football will 
not care to hold in its 
memory for too long 
neared its end. Everton spent 
an evening chasing lost 
causes up blind alleys. 

On Tuesday night in west 
Yorkshire. PSV Eindhoven 
had broken the spirit of Leeds 
United by attacking with 
grace and with untold 
precision. 

Feyenoord effectively did 
the same to the English Cup 
holders last night simply by 
defending resolutely. All is 
not lost, however, for at least 
the Merseysiders succeeded 
in depriving Feyenoord of an 
away goal. 

Ultimately that may prove 
to be nothing more than irrel- 


i evant detail but where there 
is life there is hope and it will 
be with cautious optimism 
that Everton will depart for 
i Rotterdam in a fortnight’s 
time 

Ten years earlier in the 
same stadium Everton had 
won a famous tie against Bay- 
ern Munich in the semi-finals 
of this competition. The mem- 
ory of that night lingers in the 
hearts of those closest to the 
Merseyside club and that 
game will for ever be a bench- 
mark in Everton’s history. 

Joe Royle had mentioned 
that match on several occa- 
sions before last night in an 
attempt to give his side extra 
motivation. He was expecting 
an uncomfortable passage 
and was not to be disap- 
pointed in that respect 

Royle faced many prob- 
lems: Daniel Amokacbi was 


Great outdoor wear 
from over there 


| in Uzbekistan with Nigeria, 
Andrei Kanchelskis in the 
main stand alongside the sus- 
pended Andy Hinchcliffe and 
Duncan Ferguson was listen- 
ing to the proceedings on a 
borrowed radio in a Glasgow 
prison cell. 

The odds were stacked up 
against Everton and while 
this, coupled with the weight 
of public expectation, con- 
trived to reduce their overall 
effectiveness, their approach 
to a difficult Cask was refresh- 
ingly cavalier. 

At first nervousness perme- 
ated through the blue ranks 
like water through a dry 
sponge: at times it all seemed 
a little too much. 

Royle’s assertion that 
Feyenoord were a competent 
side but one that fell some 
way short of being a great one 
was lent credibility and yet, 
frustratingly, only fleetingly 
did his players seem likely to 
underline the point 

But how they tried. A five- 
man midfield often aug- 
mented by Limpar deprived 


the Dutchmen of possession, 
the oxygen that sustains 
teams of qualify. 

After saving magnificently 
from Obiku very early, Sou- 
thall became spectator rather 
than participant 

With one recognised fighter 
In their ranks, Rideout the 
likelihood of Inviting chances 
falling to the wrohg feet was 
greatly increased. 

Enter the disenchanted 
Vinny Samways on this his 
first Goodison start (or 12 , 
months. Twice the former 
Tottenham Hotspur mid- 
fielder skipped his way 
through a pose of defenders 
tike a rat racing up a drain- 
pipe, twice he succeeded only 
in striking his shot at the 
goalkeeper De Goey . 

Feyenoord were content to i 
counterattack, an inevitable 
process that began slowly but I 
gathered pace once Everton 's 
brave attempt to break 
through was impaled on an I 
unyielding defence, one not I 
averse from adopting the j 
underhand tactics of the I 


school playground whenever 
serious danger threatened. 

Everton played as well as 
could have been expected 
while, perhaps, lending too 
much support to the irratio- 
nal theory that effort, and 
effort alone, would eventually 
be met with a handsome 
reward.’ 

The problem was that it 
was all cake and no icing. The 
deeper into the evening the 
game drifted the more pro- 
nounced became Everton ’s 
need. 

Everton Southall; Jackson (Holm**. 
BQmtn), Short. AbletL Barrett. Uns worth. 
Homo. Samways. Stuart Limpar [Bartow. 
BCli.RkknuL 

Po yo w o w* Oe Goey; Zwifnenberg (Mens, 
eomta). Van Goboei. Koeman. Boat eng. 
Blinker (Trustful 1 . 00). Witachga. Maas. 
Van Bronch h ors L Larsson. Obiku. 
Iht m c H Weber (Germany). 

• Cash-strapped Hull City 
have put their entire playing 
staff up for sale after being 
served with a winding-up 
order by the Inland Revenue. 
The Hull manager Terry Do- 
lan called the players to a 
meeting yesterday morning to 
inform them of the drastic 
step. 



7. DOWN. 

UNUSUALLY. 

OFFERS SEVEN SEATS AS STANDARD. 


Guardian Crossword No 20,477 

Set by Custos 


mi that’s easy to get over here 

Since 1912 LLBean has supplied superior loarhandlse to Americans who enjoy the outdoors. 

And since then we’ve built ourselves a reputation for quality goods at reasonable prices. A 
reputation we are happy to support with the famous LLBean 100% satisfaction re/ond or 
teptoamorl guarantee. 

[few It's easy for yon to experience the great American tradition that is L L Bea n . lust request a 
copy of our tree Christmas catalogue. 

Fran rugged outdoor wear and performance sporting equipment to unique furnishings and 
accessories, youT! Bnd worthing you buy from ILL Bean is made to last 

Our range 1$ honestly priced in da&ars. And it’s worth rememboing that the competitive price 
you see on the page indades all import fees, customs duty and VAT. A free call to the US places 
your order and gets it despatched - swiftly - and directly from LLBean headquarters in 

Freeport Maine. ~ 

Snip this coupon, ami it send toe LLBean, P0 Box M3, Bristol BS99 1MJ 


Pfcase send me a FRE LLBean catalogue. 




.Postcode. 


Sod to LLBean. P0 Box M3, Bristol BS99 IUU 


LXJBean® ----- 

American classics direct from Freeport, Maine. 


THE ESPACE RN HELIOS FROM ONLY £16,580: 
• DRIVE AN ORIGINAL DRIVE AN ESPACE 
TELEPHONE 0800 52 51 50. 
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Across 

1 Select matter for printing, lit 
to enthrall socialite, on 
reflection (7) 

5 Musical item is a hoax, 
taking In Andersen? J7) 

9 Thick pressman is doomed 
(5) 

10 One obsessed with 
inanimate objects if his test 
goes wrong (9) 

1 1 An expert and where his 
ball ends up. giving a 
hidden advantage (2.3,2 j. 4) 

13 Strike with the head 
becoming an object of 
ridicule (4) 

14 Little lime — ar — to 
provide impetus (8) 

17 A French Queen leading a 
circle that’s infallible (8> 

15 Most powerful god, making 
canal change direction (4) 


21 Nicked the girl with the 

goods, taken by surprise (6,8) 

23 Receiver of transmissions 
broadcast over tiles (9| 

24 Something that may sting a 
small child is seen In forest 
( 5 ) 

25 Abhors having steed 
careering round the 
highway (7) 

26 Whole-meal available when 
about to dins (7) 

Down 

1 Seat up to now unfinished (4) 

2 Sarcastic on the round, 
lacing up to nasty situation 
(6.3.6) 

3 Take off from French 
channel (6) 

4 A light meal one takas very 
noisily in a vessel (6) 

5 Menhon in dispatches about 
it has country losing head (8) 


exception; It’s simply that the 
Jots are more abysmal. 

The loss to Carolina, fens 
and commentators agreed, 
proved definitively That the 
Jets are thp worst team in the 
National Football League, per- 
haps one of the worst ui his- 
tory*. They have now managed 
only one victory in seven out- 
ings and their post-game press 
conferences sound increas- 
ingly like group therapy ses- 
sions for victims of post trau- 
matic stress disorder. “1 wish 
I could tell you what’s going 
wrong." their despairing 
coach Rich Kotite said on Sun- 
day. "We just seem to be get- 
ting worse every game." 

To get an idea of just how 
awful the Jets are. you need to 
know* that they carried the 
ball for a combined distance of 
25 yards — or a quarter of the 
length of an American football 
field — in the 60 playing min- 
utes of Sunday’s game. 

It would be okay if it were 
only the Jets losing. After all, 
their 1968 Super Bowl victory 
is little more than a hazy, 
faintly ludicrous memory. It’s 
the descent into mediocrity of 
New York’s once great teams 
that really hurts. Great might 
be stretching it for the Giants 
but it is only five years since 
they won their second Super 
Bowl championship and a cou- 
ple since they came close to 
challenging for a third. 

I T IS longer — 17 years to be 
precise — since the Yan- 
kees experienced the exhil- 
aration of a “world" cham- 
pionship but they racked up 
quite enough of them over the 
years to sustain the team's 
aura forever. So when Sen t- 
tie’s Edgar Martinez smashed 
a double in overtime of the 
fifth game in an epic series to 
dash their play-off hopes two 
weeks ago. you could hear 
New York’s heart breaking. 

New York these days is 
quite simply the "England” of 
file American sporting scene: 
steeped in glorious history, 
great on paper, but very bad at 
winning. The trash-talking In- 
diana Pacers star Reggie 
Miller provoked howls of out- 
rage this year when he called 
the Knicks “choke artists" 
after single-handedly robbing 
them of a key play-off victory. 
He didn't mean it to be but his 
comment was as true of the 
Yankees and the Giants. You 
couldn't accuse the Jets of 
being choke artists; they have 
nothing to choke bn. 

Sunday’s post-game Jets 
report ground through the 
usual grim inanities (“Rich, 
what happened out there?’) 
but the presenter found one 
optimistic thought in the 
ashes of the day. "Now we 
know for sure that things can- 
not get any worse." He paused 
for a moment before adding: 
“Then again , this is the 
Jets . . 
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION 20,476 

6 Used to be stuck In shifting 
sand and served the 
purpose (8) 

7 Southern joint — 
frequently he has to 
abandon the camel (4.2.3.6) 

8 Lowest unit ol heat and 
oxygen In snug home (10) 

12 Faces doubt, getting 
confused and drunk (10) 

15 A Catholic's industrial 
centres where records are 
kept (B) 

16 Squints madly around the 
Orient making enquiries (8) 

19 Large vegetable to spoil 
the line (6) 

20 See infant, about a pound 

up. talk incessantly (6) 

22 Consider almost watery (4) 


Solution tomorrow 
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